
1 

I ' 

.,. . . - a I,. 

f .. ~ 
~-.~ ... 1'• <i. 

' 

... 

I 
I • 

' --



I 

Posted Online: April 02, ~009, 11.0-t am 

Quad-Cities Genealogical Conference to be held April 18 

Comment on this story 

Press release submitted by Quad-Cities Genealogical Conference 

The Rocle Island County lllinois and Scott CoWlty Iowa Genealogical Societies will host their annual 
Quad-Cities Genealogical Conference on Saturday, April 18th from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm at the 
\ iking Club of~oline, 1450 - 4 1st Street, ~ oline. Cost is S25 per person (includes conference 
handouts and buffet hmch). Speaker is Curt \Vitcher, ~ anager of the Genealogy Center at the Allen 
CoW1ty Public Library in Fort W ayne, Indiana Deadline for registration is \Vednesday, April 8th. 

Registration form is available at this website: 
http:/lwww.rootsweb.ancestry.comf-iJbgsrim'news/AnnualGenConference.html . 

Questions? Call Linda Polich 309-236- 1985 or Claire Schiebel 309- 64-0 96. 
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Genealogy sessions offered 
lne RocK Island Coun ., Illinois Genealogical Socie ·s spo 
soring a fi e- ee series of Beginning Ge ea o or s o s. 
f"he sessions ill be on ednesda 1s. Oc . 1. 8 , 15 22 a d 29 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. a the Roe Island Coun is or"cal Soci­
et L~brary 822 11 h e. , oline. Topics co 1ered ,ill e Ge -
ing Sta rted Locating 'ita l Records. Using Federal Records 

and Computer Genealogy. Cost is 25 per person. Pre-regis­
tration is requ red: no al -ins. or shops are limited o 30 
people. Registration deadl ne s Sept. 15. 
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Our Annual Dinner at the QC 

Botanical Center in Rock Island 



f 

I 

Taylor Ridge home is decorated in all things 
Sweden 

Story Discussion Image a 

Stephanie De Pasquale I Posted: Sunday. March 28, 2010 2:00 am I llo Comments Posted 

Ruth Ann Hartman 

(4) More Photos 

Most Easter decorations consist of pastel<olored 
eggs. bunny rabbit figurines and baskets filled with 
jelly beans As the holiday approaches. Ruth Anne 
Hartman's dining room table is adorned by blue-and­
yellow table runners and a bouquet of forsythia 
branches that include ornamental witches flying on 
broomsticks 

Next Sunday. the Taylor Ridge. Ill .• woman will add a 
lamb-shaped cake, made from her aunt's Swedish 
hot milk cake recipe (which is similar to pound 
cake), baked in an heavy aluminum mold and 
decorated with white frosting and coconut. Slices of 
the family recipe will be served on plates featuring 
traditional costumes from Sweden's various 
provinces 

These holiday traditions come from a Swedish 
mixture of pagan lore that tells of witches flying to 
Blue Mountain. or Blakulla. to meet the del/11. The 
flowering branches are a replacement for the 
traditional, but hard-to-find-in-the.Quad-Cities. birch 
branches used to decorate at Easter in Sweden 

The dining room table is just the tip of the iceberg for 
Hartman. whose maiden name is Erickson. Her love 
affair with all things Swedish began in 1947 when her 
aunt returned from a trip to Sweden with gifts of a 
chest and wooden shoes. which were later chewed 

(This article was copied 
from the Quad-City 

Times newspaper on 
28 March 2010 -

Ruth Anne Hartman is a 
RICIGS member.) 

The dining room table is just the tip of the iceberg for 
Hartman whose maiden name is Erickson. Her love 
affair with all things Swedish began in 194 7 when her 
aunt returned from a trip to Sweden with gifts of a 
chest and wooden shoes, which were later chewed 
upon by the family dog and now sit out of reach on a 
bookshelf 

·My cousins in Sweden say I have more Swedish 
things in my house than they have in their homes • 
she said 

Hartman's father was born in Halland Sweden and 
moved to Batavia. Ill., with his parents in 1923. Her 
mother's parents were born in Skane and Smaland, 
Sweden, respectively. She's not sure where they 
met, but is fairly positive they married in Kane or 
DeKalb County in northern Illinois. 

·1 guess they didn't have to record the marriages at 
that time," she said. 'My mother's oldest sister was 
the first child born, and she was born in Kane 
County, so we assume they were married in that 
area: 

Hartman came to the Quad-Cities to attend 
Augustana College in Rock Island, which was 
founded by Swedish Lutherans. and stayed when 
she got a job teaching mathematics at Black Hawk 
College shortly before graduating from Augie in 1964 
Shortly thereafter. she began collecting Swedish 
pieces, starting with the plates. Her china cabinet is 
filled dessert plates and tea cups that feature official 
costumes and flowers of the Swedish provinces, all 
of which she purchased at the ROrstrand Pottery 
factory on one of her seven trips t.o Sweden. 

On the wall in her kitchen is a series of plates 
depicting scenes from "The Wonderful Adventures of 
Nils," a book written by Selma Lagertof that teaches 
children about the geography of Sweden through the 
travels of a teenage character named Nils 
Holgersson and a white goose. 

Her living room features a Swedish tapestry 
depicting a countryside scene that Hartman 
discovered while cleaning out her grandparents' 
home. dozens of Dalarna carved horses that sit next 
to the chewed wooden shoes. a Kirsten American 
Girt doll that is currently dressed in a long skirt a 
blouse. an apron and a shawl that children in 
Sweden would wear to dress up like witches for 
Easter and a wood carving of a grandfather playing 
the '110lin while children watch at his feet That was a 
gift from a friend. 

·somebody had given it to him at his Sons of 
Norway shop and I don't know if he had it for sale 
and nobody wanted it. but I can't imagine that 
nobody wanted it because I just love it," Hartman 
said. 'But it has a permanent home now • 

The guest bedroom is dubbed the •memory room • It 
contains black-and-white portraits of the Swedish 
members of her family. ornate marriage certificates 
a clock that was given to her grandparents as a 
wedding gift, linens from her father's family and the 
Erickson family Bible. 

On one wall are two oval ptctures featunng formal 
portraits of her husband's great-grandparents His 
family came to Pennsylvania in the 1700s from 

Germany They have '11Sited the land of his ancestors. but they also went to Sweden on the same overseas 
trip 

And what does he think of having their home filled with all things Swedish? 

Hartman paused, a puzzled expression crossed her face and then she admitted, ' I don't know • 
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Taylor (Mge home 1s decorarec 

:A 1 things 
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RICIGS member 
Ruth Anne Hartman 

"""""""'i..Mc..i.o.. 
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SWEDEN 
,J,.. ;:,11,ab,},c,'o, 
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Cl 1hr Do<patch and The Rock Is land Arqu, Sunday, JunP 6, 2010 

Subm,ttE'd 

Celebrate Midsummer at Augie 
This yP<1r\ Amerttan Scandinavi.in Assou,,t1011 M1ds11mnw1 
()ul'/'11, l},11sy flowt•t, d,iughter of Milh,1el ,111d Amy Rt1we1 fa\illr 
HuJq,•. will bl• r1owm d by qr,1ndn1othr1 Ruth Anrw H.,rtman ,,t 
th, rnd,11011.11 s, ,11lcltn,IVlt1II Mtd,lll11111E'I h•\l to bt> ht Id <'II o·30 
p 111 f nd,,y ,1 \ Auqmt.111,1 (ollt·q, /\ Jl'nn~ Lmd Ctimt>rt w,11 be 
h,-ld ,11 ll p rn 111 u ntt>nn1al H,111 l he,,• ti rt• l'Wnts Ne open to 
th, publl, .,nd ,up1,01 It'd L>y y1.rnts hum the <;wed1\h Counetl of 
A111P111 ,i ,,nd t I tl' Amer1< 1n Sl.tnd1nav1a11 f oundilttlln 

Genealogy ... Where /Jo I Start? 

Linda Polich m1d Lorraine I lathaway. hoard rncrnhcr c f 
the Rock Island County Illinois ( ,cncalogical Society, 
will co-instnact a session on genealogy. lm,tructors will 
present tips/techniques on research. study, IA here to go, 
and just how to begin. Learn how to ' climb your family 
tree.• There will be handouts at class. Please bring a 
pencil & paper. 

Class Codes: 12175 1-0 I 
Fee: $5.00 
Day: Friday 
Date: June 4 
Time: 9:00 - 11 :00AM 
Location: Moline Garden Center 

34th ST. & 5th Ave. 

Riverside Park & Cemetery History 

What better way to spend a summer morning than 
strolling through the park taking in the beauty of the day 
while enjoying interesting local history. Remember to 
wear your walking shoes and join us on a two part 
walking adventure through the cemetery & park 
grounds. This class will use the new book "Echoes from 
Riverside·· as a guideline. Local historian Kathleen 
Suesy will enchant you with her knowledge and passion 
for the park. 

Class Codes: 120000-0 I 
Fee: $20.00 (includes hook & water) 
Days: Wednesdays 
Dat~: June 21 & June JO 
Time: '>:00 - I 0:00/\M 
l,ocaUon: l(ivcrsidc C'e n11.:k1 1"11t n 1t1l' • 

4 HIO <ith /\vo..• M,,lirH: , II 

' f 
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Genealogy ... Where Do I Start? 

ch ana Lorraine Hathaway, board mem 
Island County Illinois Genealogical Socie 
trtict a session on genealogy. Instructors w1 

chniques on research, study, where to go, 
to begin. Learn how to ' climb your family 

will be handouts at class. Please bring a 
aper. 

es: 121751-01 

The Moline Park Board sponsored 
this class and also one earlier in 
March. Another way RICIGS is 
reaching out to the community! 

Ecboe, Frgm Rlyegide ... "Gone, Bllt Not F,,,,,,,,~ 
"To know tile cbancter of a Community, I need only to vtalt tile~• 

- Benjamin Franklin 

Moline City Cemeteries invites you to take a leisurely stroll back in time and visit with Moline's 
early citizens, who are portrayed by local, costumed thespians, at the annual cemetery walk. 

Date: Saturday, September 25 (Rain date: September 26) 
~ : 1 :00 - 3:00PM 

•1st guided tour leaves at I :00PM with groups leaving every 15 minutes 
Albnbsion: $4.00 per person (Chi ldren under 12 years free) 

le. Tickets may be purchased the day of the walk at Riverside Chapel Mausoleum, near the 
tours last approximately 1- 1/2 hour. Phone 797-0790 for additional information. 



Cemetery Art 

Yes, there really are amazing pieces of art work in a 
cemetery. Riverside is especially known for its beautiful 
monuments and cemetery symbolism. Local historian 
Kathleen Suesy will share with you ideas and concepts 
that were used to develop the memorials & monuments 
throughout Riverside Cemetay. Wear stmdy walking 
shoes and join us for a stroll duough the cemetery! 

Class Codes: 120000-02 
Fee: $5.00 
Day: Wednesday 
Date: August 4 
Time: 9:00 - 11 :00AM 
Location: Riverside Cemetery Entrance 

3300 5th Ave. - Moline. IL 



\'1,11a11on 1, 
from -l lo 7 

p.m Tue~ay at th~ fum•1 a\ 
honw F.nt,,mbnll'nl ,, tn Mo 
hne 1',ll•monal Park Mt>mon 
:ils may tx• made to Rm:r,1dt 
Umt\'d t,lethodlsl Chureh. Mo 
Im~ 

Bell\ ,-.,~ h<!rn Mar<'h :;, 
19"...8. m Wapd\o. IO\\a thl' 
daughter of J Rus,1·U md Mil 
rie (Crowl Brel7 Slw marrwd 
Floyd G Dotson on . Sl'pt 5 
l948 He preced!-d ht>r 111 d,-ath 
She then marr11'll Vrrnon \la, 
wn on Ma\ 19. l9SI m Wap<>llo 
He also preceded h,•r m dPath 

Bem· wa;. wU employc•d as a 
bookkeeper Shl' was fl memb\>r 
of Riverside Umted Ml'thod­
u;t Church where ~he W(IS thl' 
finance becrt>Latv. a membN 
ol UMW and the Faith (1rcl1 
Bell\ loved to work, and esp,• 
ciaJJy enJoyed working for h Pr 
ch ents. She enjoyed domg ge­
neatoin and was a member of 
the Gcnealog1cal Soc1r1,. Sh~ 
"'a~ a member of the Amen· 
can Cancc>r Society wh<,r~ she 
":,s on the fman C" comn11llrP 
for Rela, for Life Shi· a lso <le 
hvn .. d for Mrals on Wh'"'" 
&,u, ~howl'd h••r love by e<~,I 
m~ for 1)1-0Ple. bu1 mo, l 1mpm 
ranth ,ht· "'a, a seine,,, µer"' ,n 
that wc,u\d µo out c,f her wa~ 10 
cit, anythm~ tr,r anv<,nt 

Sht• i, surv1,<'!l b, lwr ~,,ns 
\1rt1Jr (M;;r)) J)<Jl '-f•ll, 1TB 
H·r " Cll~ Mich , Jun 11,laxi;on, 
MoJlnr., daughtn lll lav. IIH< k t 
:1,1axson. !1,1ulln", g randr h ll 
dren Jt,nmfer Ma\•on, 
Cluca~o. K) lr. MaXM•~• I)'-'." n 
pon, Jnsun Maxson, San I ran• 
ciS('O Dam Mmcson. 
Mollill, siblings Robert (?\<,r• 

ma) Bretz ,ICltn Bean. 
Alice Ann Teel, Bruce D 

(Norma) Bretz; and many niec­
es and nephews th 

She W1II pr-sect In dea 
t,ybotb berbaabandl.11111.Jer. rs•...,._~ 

' 
• 

August and 
September 2010 

0-CArea ................. 
Dead tell their tales at cemetery tour 
., ... ...,.... 
r--,. ............ _ 

Tbt· dMd Cll'M aJl\f: for a 
f•y, hotlt1' SwvlA, 

ftulllioOl'Tl"not.n..Ouad 
C'"""' ,.1'n. not undff auadt 
by mmbtet Ra1her Uw dead 
•ett portnivod by local .c 
lora .11!1 ~ ol Ec:hot. from 
R1ven-lOl"·hl1l"'t«") 

v,~11~ m Molinct'• River 
.1tdt (~err jlll4 lo tour lM 
t"PfM'tr• •h11fo llitmina 10 
ttw ,11X1et <A f"ighl famow: 
Mohn.._ ~kk>nt. tKmed 
•,rntun tb1,itt ... 

lkKOffi) "''hltt'. l)(Wlrayin& 
ku,,, f Alti,rr !,allfbur,, told 
~ts11on h,)w .ht bfaimr • 
p.,1~-. ,U..lf\lfl and tna.ant d 
ftN'I" kw' ttw ll) 11( M,..tlnt' In 
I'll;. 

I J<IOkt-d up,.>1 n1, ,ob 

• burc a mother with a 
t.dle,WMJ..Whltesa>d 

RoNSaJ~,-,-hod~ 
,n 1943. alto became the! 
city's Rl"lt (Hl\&le pohce or 
tk:er ln lilt. at the IP <I 61, 
Ms Whuc said 

" It ,ra_, IOOd 10 t. bw.): · ....... 
Vl,non to Ri\ff1kt. ali;o 

hoard tl\d s1ory or Luncmd11 
N Warl'ffl Warner. played b) 
Gena Schanu Ms \\atnN"". 
MS- Sett.nu: ~ td. ,.,;as o,,t, or 
tlw On;1 ttttlc-rs CJ( Eul Mo 
line 

MJ SchamuaW a.1, \\ ar 
r,m had • r,mn .. ,:hh hUI 
band Jll(Ob War ner ,war 
'Ahal 1, "°"". downto•m Ea"1 
MolhH! 

-'MM.l'MJOd.,11,~J'f'WlktbA<'lt. 
1lk'n ,ht- "ud ·Our farm.. 

Wartlft' Farm 11.u kAOWl'I 
b tbblrr-•~ 

Mee- her h~nd dleei 
the said .,_"floptn, t,epn 
buy1aa up land around mr 
rarm ft>f' fal101'11N .nd MW' 
staried ft'llin& J)llrttl~ o1 
land ft'om her t:arm 

-, c:ou.kt --that matt than 
JU);I f:u,nland ... nMdtd 
there," ~ AMI " I llt"\11f 
drNmtd rd be a land deffl -· Tbt moll VUf"'O'»t-' •wry 
ol the da) WILt told b) \ 'Utl'f' 
Cr1pb). In OW-~ al 
John car,ru. • Mol.1M rar 
IOI") • "Ur1wrwhod11..od in \IJl/g 
a1thto.'\"nf36 MrCa.41n .. 
MrC'.n~ ...S ~UDPOII 
L"4 n~, Arhcan AmN"M:1111 
rr1,~nl~ott.1ollnt 

Mr r.11pr• ,.,lil'W ,, .. • 

.-m ....... tnrlbrOwn~ 
kh- aftd L.1..,. at Uw Mol­
Paptr ('001pAn\. His oNdl 
Mr Grt,pt,y .. jd CUM at lM 
~111 ..... n..,lawdtD 
ll.lrl) Q ta• lnf1 I S-..w, that 
could then bt t u.rlW'f1 UllO -Mr G.,.., .._. \ti: 
Capttl ~ tr) lnC H1riNra 
p m rrom thtt ffl.llldurv -..hwl 
lht maclnnr ~ the 
~ ~--INN 'fWiealltt 
htl dMln I •Alli lh• l'IWd\lnt 
10 brN.k Mr f NM"ft lnH • 
tftnf'W Ow> PIA'l'f .,,.. .. 
~ lJJIQ lht cn,,ffl1,w 

Hf,fun·l"Ukflf'WII fll,l 
tJ"mhJlodbNllt-u:u'lt•NK 
w.11 ~ \Ir GriPbJ 
,ud h, -,1,n UIQIIIIII lh,11 .. 
htld 1tw,- C ,llrod h • 11dJ,tt, 

'"' 1.:t,•• 
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September 2010 

DEATH, MURDER AND MAYHEM 

ry ram .taft 

Ramser,' 1873 1934, a Je\\elry _hop owner wh had 
pulled a gun on Mr. Ramser Epitaphs Brought to 

r,ry of gangster John Looney at Ch1pp1anno k c..em 
on Saturday from 1 to 3:30 p.m. 

lory of Looney will be told 
at cemetery walking tour 

the Story of 
y," the 

gate and are $10; children 
get in free. 

from 
be 

lot across from th ccmeten 
Cars may enter from either· 
12th or 11th streets The 
cemetery w ill be loscd to 
automobile traffic durmg 
the event. 

e Epitaphs Brought 
ent has ~en on 

, when th(• 
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RICIGS Members Celebrate 
Milestone Anniversaries! 

Posted Online: Sept 30, 2010, 10:51 am 

Fred and Linda Polich Anni"ersary 

Comment on this storv 

Fred and Linda Bergren Polich, Coal Valle}', will celebrate their 
25th wedding anniversary with a trip to the International Hot Air 
Balloon Fiesta in Albuquerque, N .:M. 

They were married Oct 4, 1985, at the Little Brown Church in 
the \ ale, Nashua, Iowa. 

Their children are Stephen (Kathryn) Polich, Surprise, Ariz.; and 
Julie (Ylichael) Stieger, Littleton, Colo. They have six 
grandchildren. 

:Mr. Polich was employed at the Farmall Worlcs in Rock Island 
and as an outside contractor at John Deere Product Development, 
Sih is, retiring in 1999. 

:Mrs. Polich was employed at Deere & Company, retiring in 2001. 

Posted Online: ~o\· 1: . 2010, 8:14 am 

Milton and Phyllis Witherspoon Aoninrsary 

Comment on this storv 

:Milton and Phyllis Witherspoon, Rock Island, will celebrate their 
55th wedding anniversary on K ov. 19. 

Phyllis J. :Miller and Ylilton A . Witherspoon, both of Rock Island, 
were married Kov. 19, 1955, at First :Methodist Church, 
Springfield, Ill. The couple graduated from Rock Island High 
School and met while working at Sen'Us Rubber in Rock Island 

Photo: 

Lind" iind Fred Polich 

They have a son and daughter-in-law, Jamie and Stephanie Waite Photo: 

\Vitherspoon, who live in Evanston, m. Milton and Phyllis Witherspoon 

:Milton sen·ed in the Army from 1946-194 7 during the occupation of Japan. He was employed at 
Sen'Us Rubber for 50 years, retiring as a foreman. After retiring from Sen'Us Rubber, :Milton was 
employed by Rock Island County for 13 years, retiring in July 2010. 

Phyllis worked at SCf\l\ls Rubber Company as a scheduling clerk, time clerk and power machine 
operator. 

They are both members of the Rock Island County Historical Society, Rock Island County 
Genealogical Society, Friends of the Rock Island Public Library and several other organizations. 
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Climb your-family tree during October 
Linda Polich, left, Ken Jones, Linda Walker and Lorraine Hathaway 
invite people to 'climb their family t ree' during a four-week Begin­
ning Genealogical Workshop. Classes will be 6:30 to 8 p.m. Wednes­
days in October at the Rock Island County Historical Society, 822 
11th Ave., Moline, sponsored by the Rock Island County Genealogi­
cal Society. The workshop costs $30. Registration deadline is Friday; 
call Ms. Hathaway, (309) 787-1826, or Ms. Polich, (309) 236-1985. 



October 2010 
Linda Polich teaching at one of our 

Beginning Genealogy classes~\-



I saw you in the news, and thought 
you might like to have an extra copy. 

I hope that the year finds you happy 
and healthy! 

ROCK ISL 
counTY 

GEnEALOGI 
SOCIETY 

Climb your family tree during October 
Linda Polich lef· •,en 'ones L nda Wa ,., •nd lmrame Hathaway 
nv,te l)e<>}-.e 10 - mb the,r fam,I) tree du,,ng a four-we<ck Begin­
ning Genealog,cal Workshop Classes " 1 be 6:30 to 8 p.m. Wednes• 
days ,n Octobe< at the Rock ls1and Co unt) H,stonca Society 822 
11th Ave Moline soonsored by the Rock <land County Genealogi­
cal Socie ty The ,-o,kshop costs S30 Reg,s1ra11on :lead to(' Is Friday; 
call Ms. Hathaway. 309) 787-1826, 01 Ms.Pohch. 309 236-1985 
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Cemeteries a window into the past, 
full of stories, according to genealogist 
By Stephen Elhon 
~rl.,)(t Q<t"nlrt~._i,m 

\IOL '\"£ %e like, 
rt'metflrJt>~ 1keir. he quiet. 
the!ust<>r"\ 

l' .lr ,er11· .. Wmt C ,udell 
--.[ Bt-)uJt, \\'f..,_ :on nt'rh 1f 

tt' '2,1act C ue-~ ha~ " ,ih.ed 
hro11e:h lhn-m 1ken PlC'· 

· :•t, loUowf'd th< m 11l of 
1ve-~ long .!O!le 

T h 1$ cemeter- I IO\ t.: \]!.. 
CaudC'l'U sa 1d \~ ,;bl.' moVl>d 
lirnugh Rl\erstdt Cemeteri 
in ' ,Im,- n>tenth ·11 , full 

~ •t"d(c", . 

'the no\• , f'PmetiJrie~ 
~ nee , ~P .. nd her hui,hand. 
r .mp, lr>tmd~d th~ llh nois 
.\n,~;1r.r, Tombstone ProJl'CI 
n -'~!8. \J, Caud~U ha, a ... 

U! L.>fl ;:i \',-cb~n e with 1no 200 
p1crnrP> ol tumbston .... 
•hrouchout llhno1> 

Tho:- rouplt.~rran-·l~ th rou~h 
our r tiL~ :,tale tak.JnJ: p1r tun..~ 
o· ·ti,- tombs10ntt,. hopmb to 

prt>scn•e the past What some 
J)<'Ople ma \ find a, morbid. 
~Is. Ca udell find, enhghten· 
mg 

·we ha1'l' 1 os1ted over 100 
cemeterie,, (In Oltnot•l:· she 
said "L'sW11l)'. if ~ou saw me 
this afternoon . I'd be filthy 
dtrti 

·ye,terd11y, we "ere at 
Fulton and I was crawlll\l 
around al l uver the ground." 

Asked " hv she would 
, r:m I on the ground to snap 
cemetery photos. Ms. Caudell 
said. · Because they're (tomb, 
stones> d1sappear1n&. • 

She points 10 a row of Civil 
War tombstones at Riverside 
Cemetery "Look at them,• 
she said "You can't read 
the m .. 

On the htll wlth the Cl\•11 
War dead. Ms. Caudell bends 
O\'er and pats one of the 
tombstones. 

uncle who fought m the Cwtl ~lll•nded and depl't'S§Ed They 
War." she said of Eric /tJ//P. h ked her Ill the hol19e, and 
also known a• F.rlc s..- en they went to cbl!J'Cb 

"He kind of went by boda nd came back. she (IDl out 
names," she said.~ 

10 
.. the barn and huna her 

they yelled roll call ID 
Armit there - re 
a thousand Swanaona. If 
counted the Sw8DIOIIII, 
my Lord! 

'"lbelr father picked tllt 
name Asp, which wu • ­bol al 1trqt11 lllaltbe AIIID 
lnle. "They-borDID9 
denalldcame._.la._ 
'lbl:rlllllltblne----­tbls_lbldl'_~ 
tbeJ WS'e prGllll1 IDflilllt ··. 

"Him and 1111 lralba' IOl 

In. 111d - - woundld In the Battle ol Franklin. His 
brother waa shot In the head 
and aent to Andt'l'!!Onville for 
a year" 

She pats the stone. thlnk-
1! of her famUy's paat. 
"Enc came bark here after 
e war and worked for John 

re," she said "'There were 
ve brother!\ that cam~ here 
always thOUMhl 1l took "' 
uch guts to get on that boat 
"And. they \\OU(d Jll!lt (let 

ropped off on th,,... docks 
New York And you re cm 

ourown .. 
Mr Caudell ,m<I mam pro· 

le con tart hi• 11 tie. 11 ho 11111 
.. 1p them with ~,-nealo~) 

· Thts ts m y 

Ma. Caudell has been re­
searching Ment•alogy much of 

great-great- her adult life 
,earches ·sh,• ~01 me mto ti 
She's the mn,tcr 

Shr spent nm<> months m 
Sweden Just to find ht>r 0\1 n 
family lrt'<' Taking a cou™' 
In Swt'<lish cnablt'd her to 
read son,,, of lht• chtuTh l'l'­

cords of tlw thne. which rP 
corded lamtly h1storu·, 

"They wroh· ew r,th mg 
, do\\ n. she ... 1,d "Ltkl·, ·Juhn 

was f<'l•hl<· n1111d,'(( · The µt,v 
ernm<•nt didn't 111a11t to bt: 
b<>then>d w 1th tht• Jl('Op]p, " > 
they letl the chm·ch to do 11 

"On..• ladv th,,t 1s rdat,'<) to 
me. thev "!,aid ~h,, ,,., .., \.\ t~k-

The Carnklb have e1s,,_ 
tants Jo takt photugn1ph, of 
lombstonl' l'•mg th,•tr \\Cb 
lte at " "" tlluio1, ane<"-t01-.. 

orM, other, can find <>UI mfo1 
niauon ,ind contr1hut1· pholo 
i,:raphs 

Of t hl• 75 or "' fllmo,, 
t·ounu,.., they\,' tom"'<I M, 
r audrll s:nd ,he .1Jwa1s en 
f<;y~ comm~ b,wk h<>mc to till' 
Quad.Cttoe, 

"YoU reah?P hull m ur~ lus 
torl' ts m llw.e J)late, • she 
asked rhetoriralh 

Quad C,11e, native Wm, Caudell co-host o 
Tombstone ProJect. spent years ,.archm 
uncle's tombstone In Riverside Cemete,y 
h,d,ng In pta,n s,ght. Ms Caudell finally lo 
h,gh up on a hill In the historic Moline c 
past 11 numerous urnes never knowing 
under another nanw. 
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1?_pcf:jsfana County 
Iffinois (jeneafogical 

Society 
?'--',~,....,......_,, 

Annual Dmner Meeting 
Vovember 16. W/0 

Quad City Botanical Cenlt!r 
Rock Island. /1/inois 

Qu,ui Cmes Sprmg Genealogical Con/.,.,_ 
April /6 1Qll 

a11he 
l'ikmg Club, 1450 4/,i SlPffl. UIIIIM. Iu..i. 

Tlw sp,ai,,,r wr// 1w D,b,,, .i-.. 
H.,. topic, wlll be: 

• Wtmde,fol llWlrlla -RMI 
.,._,,,,, ft- 0 .llooqp: 

•n,,C-C..f/, 

I 

l!llJ1J1P,.m 
hr~•llk,u - Linda NOJ.t,, JOIJ. "ftft-61" 1 

/11 '1t-t-~..._, K~11.Jon;,,Jf19. 1t7.9J99 
r--·-&tt/wgJ()0.761ow 

lkeo,d,.S.:.W.,- .filu,hfl Rd;:tb JQIJ. 'lo] -"789 
Co~~· K,rl) H11ftf{'J,~ J09.JH.(l}J-1 

\~-i.,,.1011 - ,.,,.lb# M1tlwr1P(JQlt J(J(J 1S6.14J6 
\ht6,r • ,l.a,p 1011 Pot \lr-Co1 ~6~ JJS-1111'1 
~»IJ-atdtHo{J,,to,t109J2trJl/ti 

C----J(YJ.JlJ.JJOI C--,& lio,,- JO'I 7J1.9, .. 
c-, J00-76-l()Jr 

JM..J.f<I-Sti96 _,,, .. , .. - ~,..,,,, ---->M-1816 filGS~ ............ ,,,.0161 
~£-,.,.-Z:W... ..... 11/f.1U0ff'\:~ 

~ -Lllw/t;, IWlel,JOI.JJ,4.t/5/ 
l'lt,lla ,.,,.,,,,.,oo,d00-18~ U/6 

,.,,,,._,_ Od,,,-oJ-tM.5uMJ61-ltNi!()(r 
N.......,_.,tb,W(llt't'l,W·)ta,t ,t,ul<cd/ )09 '"Q/ 0761 

~ RhzabdltCtutJfosJo.J-J9/-l,.i/ 
o.1,,., ka,i- s.,,,, 56.f-1"9-100" 

Qrttrort.-Th 1-,th,v, /.,qrrc,a,, llofltnw,uyJ(J9 .d .. JttltJ 
Qw,~ ~ltPW·l>t-Rr,rg)O() ,µ C9(1ti 

Qw.-H-, d R~"'""--"' -k> Fr.,..qwe J(JQ "<:,,I JIii 
Qn,.. Rl'f tltt,fd Ji)',i .. 81 4J41/ 

J""Hm·.-, J(IO 704 0519 
R""kot.,,.,..l(w,(,., l¥<MtR"41J~•'fllll.1-

Rfl#1..•trnr llaril)ot Ill\ J{tO "fff.JtJO 
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Richard LeBo1'-

· cliard ". Ld3(l\\. 69. of R I~ passed awa) Tuesd:i~. 
~ - 14. 2 10. at Trinity R Island. In 8000l'Wln\."'e \\i th hi-
\\i shes. he, an organ donor • 

.-\ meilloriaJ sen'ice ·11 be held 11 a.m. Frida_ at uth Pm 
Presbyterian Cllun:b. " •-ment ·u be at a later 
date in Highland., Visiillllilla . Thursd3, 

•W ---- -~k -lslmd.. Mcmal" .... !i'91)....... Presb,'terian 
Oturdl Food ........ p..... . 
Ricbad w bom Scpl. 2.11. 1941 in Olbawa. lo~ a son of 
Bawd LeBow ... Milllled Elder LeBow. ith the passing Photo: 

of his andam ••early IIF- he was raised in the home of hi- Richard Le 

allll ..t w:le, Lawrarce and Qus.ge Utz. He married Emma June Lu n - pt. . I 2. in 
J-licl;I 1 

airear was working in the financial field. He retired from Famil~ it l ni n. 
ia2U03. 

• amaber of Soulb Park Presbyterian Church. R I -land 
•K:11¥ Canpakr Club. and the Rock Island unt) HLt rical \\ - :l 

willl AllaDIIM:s for Older Adults in the Quad- itie ·. 

collecting John Deere tO)'S. coin attending nu ti n and flea marl.er.:- nnd feeding 
He is fundJy n:membered as a loving and de,oted hu~band. father. and grandfath~r. 

'apsielly avoycd following his grandchildren' - a ti, itie-. 

niril· • ae his wi~ Emma June. Rock Island; daughters (and n-in-la\\ ). "'usan l eBc" . 
.,...._Point.Wis.. and Miranda (David) Wells. Rock I land; grandchildren. Fmil) and 

"I.IIIIIIIIWYCMI& Ste,,ms Point. and Meghan and athan Wells. Rock I land; ister. Dianne 
San u.,.,,,_ Calif.; and his half-brother. Robert LeBow. Sedalia. Mo. He was ~t.~kd .,, ......... 

A PILfnlM - may be left D the &mily at MU) 11'111~, 

,. 
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---- DAILY PLAN 

Submitted 

See if you have patriotic ancestors 
Kitty Humphrey, of Milan, Linda Walker, of Rock Island, Pam Dunf,eld, 
of East Moline, and Stephanie Swanson, of East Moline, all of the 
Mary Little Deere Fort Armstrong Chapter Daughters of th Am rt · 

can Revolution, ore rc:ddy t u help p op s rch their lineages for 
patriotic. ancestors. Anyon · o {;:i;.~t~PH-~~--1:1 

served in th Revolutio ,y War and anyone wanting to Join the 
DAR is invited to a meeting from 9 a.m. to noon March 12 at the Rock 
ts~d C:u, y Historical Soci ty Library, 822 11th Ave., Moline. Res­
eNat\ons ate te(\u\ted b'i Maten 9 . fot teset\Jat\ons ot ,n,ormat,on, 
to\\ W\~. \)~n,\e\c\, \3<:.)9\ 155 i(,)<:.)t\, al W\s.\Na\v..el, \~(.)9\ Too-o\91 . 

' • 
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----~ BIRTHDAYS --­

Hatch 
Martha P. Harell. 

Geneseo, wlll be 
honored at an open 
house, hosted by 
her fam ilY, March 
19, 2011, in obser­
vance of her 8.5th 
birthday. 

Relatives and 
friends are invited 
to attend from 2 to 4 
p.m. at the Geneseo 
Community Center, 
sen ior room. 

Martha Bird was 
born March 19, 1926, 
in Fulton County She attPnded Galesburg 
High School and San Pedro H1gh School. She 
married George E Hatch on June 2, 1944, m 
Galesburg. He dwd Jan 1, 1993 

HC!r chrldren are Grant and Sue Hatch, 
oJcma and Brianna and David Mallum, 

Gen C!O H ·r gra ndchildren are Mar ta and 
Matthew Mc onv11Je and Matthew and ,Jen­
nifer Mall um Heir great grandch1Jdren arc 

olin, Aidan and J~ab JJa McConv11le and 
Cormne MalJ um 

She retin}(! from Royal Neighbors of 
America, Rock Island. She is a member of 
First United Methodist Church of Geneseo, 
Valley Chapter 274 ol the Eastern S~ Rock 
Island County GenlllQllleal ~ United 
Med'Odtlt, WOIIIIII 

I 

RICIGS Metnbers 
celebrate tnilestone 

birthdays! 

Betty Westensee 
Betty R. West­

ensee, Rock Island, 
was honored at a 
reception and fam­
ily dinner on March 
12, 2011, to celebrate 
her 90th birthday. 

Betty Ruth 
Ferong was born 
March 12, 1921, 
in Swedona. She 
married Emil John 
Westensee in 1939 in 
Davenport. He died 
in 1997. 

Her children and 
their spouaes are Christine Westensee, Rock 
Waud; Carol CWIWam) Strobel, Harrison, 
Idaho; and John (Colette), Moline. Her three 
~ are Jay Weetensee, Chicago; 
11,mOJei),Oeotae, B~ Minn.; and 

St.toa.t,. 

,. 
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Louis Hathaway 
Posted Online : March 20, 2011, 7:50 pm 
Comment on this story I Print this story I Email this story 

Louis R. Hathaway, 70, of Taylor Ridge, 
died Saturday, March 19, 2011, at 
Trinity Rock Island. Services for Mr. 
Hathaway will be 1 p.m. Thursday at 
First Presbyterian Church, Mi lan. 
Visitation will be Wednesday from 4 to 
7 p.m. at the Wheelan-Pressly Funeral 
Home, 201 E. 4th Ave., Mi lan. Burial 
will be in the Rock Island Memorial Park 
Cemetery. Memorials may be made to 
the First Presbyterian Church, Milan. 

Louis was born on Nov. 21, 1940, in Moline, the son of 
Harold Hathaway and Leola Marvin Hathaway. Lou graduated 
from Cambridge High School in 1959 and attended Black 
Hawk College. He married Lorraine Hall on May 7, 1961, in 
Rock Island. Lou retired from Deere & Co.Technical Services 
Department in 1999 after nearly 38 years of service as a 
technical writer, editor and managing ed itor. He previously 
had worked at D.R. Light Company, Moline, as a technical 
artist and writer. 

Mr. Hathaway was a member and past elder of First 
Presbyterian Church, Milan. He was past president of the 
Blackhawk Chapter Izaak Walton League and Citizens to 
Preserve Black Hawk Park. He earned his private pi lot's 
license in 1977. He was a member of the Experimental 
Aircraft Association and has attended the EAA convention 
and air show yearly since 1976 in Oshkosh, Wis. Louis was 
an artist of many oil and watercolor paintings, specializing in 
aviation art. He was the author of severa l science fiction 
short stories and has written poetry for many years. He has 
been recognized with more than 25 international, nat iona l 
and state awards for excel lence in technical communication 
and received numerous educational awards, including an 
Honorary American Farmer Degree from the national 
organization of Future Farmers of America. Louis also held 
memberships in American Society of Agricultural Engineers 
and Society for Technical Communicat ion. He served on the 
board of directors of National Post Secondary Agricultural 
Students Organization and was chairman of the Il l inois 
Leadership Counci l for Agricultural Education. He served on 
advisory boards for the National FFA Farm Business 
Management contest, the Agricultural Mechanics contest and 
the advisory board for the Mechanical Power Technology 
curriculum for Black Hawk College East. 

Survivors include his wife, Lorra ine; children, Christine (Jim) 

I 

Moe, Pleasanton, Calif., Cindy (Tom) Schreppler, 
Chestertown, Md., and Carolyn Hathaway, Kansas City, Kan.; 
grandchildren, James, Jul ia and Bridget; sisters, Louise 
(Richard) Ul loa, Davenport, and Teresa (Jim) Headley, 
Moline; and brother, Archie Dove, Mol ine. 

Mr. Hathaway was preceded in death by his parents and a 
brother, Thomas J. Hathaway. On line condolences may be 
left for the family at www.wheelanpressly.com. 

Lou Hathaway 
is the husband 

of Lorraine 
Hathaway, 

member and 
Past President 

of RICIGS. 

..... , .. 
"' 
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Geri'holLN. 1)1s P&ti-c~ I ?,'tpr-1 I z..(..111 
ea1ogy conterence is )aturday 

The 37th Annual Quad Cities Genealogical Confer­
en~e Will be held from s a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday at the 
Vikings Club, 1450 41 st St., Moline. 

The featured speaker will be Debra Mieszala, a certi­
fied genealogist specializing in forensic genealogy, 
20th century research and Midwest research. Registra­
tion of $25 per person includes conference handouts, 
coffee and a buffet luncheon. 

for more information, call (309) 381-1753 or (309) 

J59 9672. 
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Posted Online: ~lay 20, 2011, I 0.46 am 

R.I. County Illinois Genealogical Society class 

Comment on this stor: 

Press release submitted by Linda Polich 

Rocle Island County Illinois Genealogical Society 

Interested in climbing your family tree? Let us help you get started by taking the first steps. This 
hands-on workshop will gjve you tips on where to begin. organizing your research, and using vital 
records. This is the first of three summer workshops presented by the Rocle Island County Illinois 
Genealogical Society. It will be held on Saturday, June 4th, 1:00 - 3:00 pm, at the Butterworth 
Educational Center, 701 - 12th Avenue, :Moline. Cost is S5.00 per person. payable at the door. 
Space is limited, so please call Linda Polich (309-236-1985) or Linda Walker (309- 86-6197) to 
reserve your place today! 

-



Arlene Hudson 
Posted Ont ne Mav o- 2011 5:26 pm 
Comment on this stori I Pnnt this story I Email this story 

Arlene Kaye Hudson, 67, of R.ock 
Island, died Sunday, Apnl 24, 2011, 
at Tnnity Rock Is land. 

Cremation ntes were accorded. 
Service was private. tnurnment was 
at Leech Cemetery, Eliza Township, 
Mercer County. Memonals may be 
sent to the Rock I sland Genealogy 
Sooety, R.ock I sland, or the Mercer 
County Historical Society, Aledo. 

Arle ne was bom Sept~ 9, 1943, in Muscatine, Iowa, the 
daughter of Wilham LaVeme and Laura Mae Barlett 
Hudson. 

She had a passion for genealogy. She loved animals and 
needlework, and she had a great compassion for others. 

Survtvors mdude her sisters, carolyn ( Albert) Hurry, 
Milan, Patncia (Peter) Connolly, Mendian, M1s.s.; and a 
brother, James L. Hudson, Azle, Texas. 

She was preceded 1n death by her parents. 

Onhne condolences may be left for the fa mily at 
www.wheelanpressly.com. 

(These 
obituaries 

were copied 
from 

QCOnline 
Moline 

Dispatch) all 
deceased are 

RICIGS 
members.) 

• 

Hershel Roberts 
Posted Onhne: Mav 0 3 2011 5:-12 pm 
Comment on this stol) I Pnnt this story I Email this story 

Hershel L. Roberts, 68, of East 
Moline, died Tuesday, May 3, 
2011, at Trinity ~ ttendorf after a 
long courageous battle with 
cancer. 

Services are 10 a.m . Friday, May 
6, at Calvary Church of the Quad 
Cities, 4700 53rd St., Moline. 
Burial is at Greenview Memorial 
Gardens, East Moline. Visitat ion is 
2-7 p.m . Thursday at the church. 
In lieu of flowers and statuary, a 
m emorial fund has been 
established for a charitable gift In 
Hershel"s Name. Van Hoe Funeral 
Home, East Moline, 1s assisting 
the family . 

Hershel was born April 6, 1943, in Guin, Ala., the son of 
LeRoy and Delia (Shirley) Roberts. He married ~tty Ann 
Sim s on June 30, 1961, at the former Moline Gospel 
Temple. 

Hershel was hired at John Deere Harvester in 1963. He 
was elected Union Steward for the UAW that same year. 
During his career at John Deere, Hershel served as a 
committeeman and held positions on many committees 
and councils. In 1982, he was elected president of UAW 
865. Hershel"s ability to communicate with people allowed 
him to negotiate every contract he was responsible for, 
never allowing a strike to occur, always thinking not only 
of the workers, but of their families as well. Hershel was 
appointed to the UAW Region 4 staff in 1987. Hershel was 
a devoted UAW member retiring in 2004. At that time, he 
had serviced 11 UAW Local Unions and had been the 
coordinator of the UAW Region 4 Women's Council for over 
13 years. Upon retiring, Hershel received the prestigious 
w aiter P. Reuther, Distinouished Service Award. 

Hershel Roberts is a name well known in the dirt traci< 
racing circuit throughout the Midwest. His racing career 
began in 1968, when he bought a ear from Benny Hofer, 
using shoe polish to paint the number 66 on the door, 
racing sportsman and figure 8 races. Over the years he 
moved to !MCA open wheel ears then to late model. In 
2004, his dream became a reality when he and his son, 
Ken, teamed up to form Roberts Motorsports. Hershel 
raced even after his diagnosis, it was his passion. His final 
race was ,n October 2010 at the Quad City Speedway. He 
raced his infamous red 58 ear, winning the "B" feature. He 

Carlisle 'Ki' Evans 
Posted Online June 04, 20 11 9:23 pm 
Comment on tn1s story I Print this story I Email t his story 

Carlisle E. "Ki" Evans, 85, of Coal 
Valley, died Tuesday, May 31, 2011, 
at Clarissa C. Cook Hospice House, 
Bettendorf. 

Funeral services are 10 a.m . Monday 
at Good Shepherd Presbyterian 
Church, Rock Island. Burial is at 
National Cemetery, Arsenal I sland, 
where military honors will be 
presented by Mohne American Legion 
Post 246. Visitat ion Is 2 to 6 p.m. 
today at Wheelan-Pressly Funeral 
Home, 3030 7th Ave., Rock Island, 
where the Trio Lodge 57 A.F. & A.M. 
will conduct Masonic services at 6 
p.m. Memorials may be made to Good 
Shepherd Presbyterian Church or to 
the Honor Flight of the Quad Cit ies. 

Carlisle Ellsworth Ev ans was bom on July 27, 1925, in Rod< 
Island, a son of Carlisle R. and Katharyn R. Eamst Evans. 
He married Barbara J. Haney on Dec. 9, 1944, in Oakland, 
Calif. 

Ko graduated from Rock Island High School in 1943. He 
was a World War 11 Marine Corps veteran and was 
wounded while serving in Guam and was awarded a Purple 
Heart. After returning from World War 11, he graduated 
from the University of Illinois with a degree in architecture. 
Ki later received h,s M.S. degree in professional 
management from Florida Tech. He was chief architect for 
U.S. Army Material Command, located at the Rock Island 
Arsenal. He retired in 1987, after 35 years of service. He 
later worked as a consultant for Nomura Industries, Rock 
Island. 

He was a member of Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church, 
Rock Island, and Moline American Legion Post 246. Ko was 
a m ember of Trio Lodge 57 A.F. & A.M., Milan; was a 32nd 
Degree Mason and longtime member of KAABA Shrine, 
Davenport. He was named a distinguished alumni of Rock 
Island High School by the Rock Island/ Milan Education 
f oundation. 

Ki was a baseball fanatic. He coached Little League 
baseball and played softball in the senior league until he 
reached his mid-70s. He was an avid patriot and beloved 
husband, father, grandfather and oreat-orandfather. Ko 
was a friend to many and never met a stranger. 

continued to race in the main event finishing to an enti re Survivors include his beloved wife and best friend, 
grandstands of cheenng fans, friends and family. Hershel Barbara; sons and daughters-in-law, Donald and Nancy 
won numerous track championships and awards, includino Evans, Bettendorf, and Ken and Karen Evans, Coral 
the Ronnie Weedon award in 2006, was inducted into the Gables, Fla.; daughters and sons-in-law, Carol Evans and 
Quad City Raceway Hall of Fame in 2007, and was Bill Wall, Seeley Lake, Mont., and Christ ine Evans and 
presented a Key to the City of East Moline in 2010. Dennis Peck, Geneseo; grandchildren (and spouses), 
-------------------------,Amanda Evans, Cambridge, England, Justin (Katie) Evans, 
Hershel is survived by his wife, Betty; children, Ken (Beth) ~ ttendorf, Matthew Evans, Dunedin, New Zealand, Jason 
Roberts, East Moline, Wanda Roberts, East Mohne, Steve Evans, Bettendorf, John (Emilia) Evans, coral Gables, 
(Peggy) Roberts, Northport, N.Y.; three brothers, Ted Jessica Evans-Wall, Montana, Jared Evans, Ames, Iowa, 
(Nancy) Robert,s, Tony (Chris) Roberts, Lee Roberts Car lisle Evans Peck, Geneseo, and Emma Evans-Peck, 
(Darlene), all of Milan; grandchildren, Chelsea, Tess, Geneseo; great-grandchildren, Kain, Alyssa, Alden, Tenley, 
Sadie, Katie, Luke and Elle. He was preceded in death by Garrett, Sadie and Grace; and a sister. He was preceded in 
his parents and two brothers, Preston and Troy. death by his parents and a brother, Robert Evans. 

Hershel was the kind of person who treated people the way 
he wanted to be treated, often being called the ·c ountry 
Gentleman.· 

Online condolences may be left for the family at 
www.vanhoe.com. 

Online condolences may be left at 
www.wheelanpressly.com . 

... ,. 



26 June 2011 
Linda Polich and Linda Walker f,,f 

greeted visitors at the RICIGS 
table at RICHS Open House. 
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Dig for your roots 
The Rock Island County Illinois Genealogical Society is sponsoring 
a Genealogy Workshop from 1 to 3 p.m. July 23 at Butterworth Ed­
ucational Center, 701 12th Ave., Moline. This workshop will cover 
census and military records, lineage groups and ethnic resources. 
Cost is $5 per person, payable at the door. Space is limited. Call 
Linda Polich (309) 236-1985 or Linda Walker (309) 786-6197 for res­
ervations. Ms. Polich, left, and Ms. Walker are the instructors. 

I ll 



23 July 2011 
Linda Polich and Linda Walker 

!­teaching at one of our Summer , : 
Genealogy Workshops. Al,\ 11 

I ' !­



23 August 2011 
Our Society took a field trip to the 

Geneseo Historical Society 



I 

'r1-

RI C1 GS Members attend the 
2011 FGS Conference in 

Springfield, Illinois 
' - (Pictured are Deb Vansant, Sandy 

Luce, and Linda Polich) 



V "f\ t • 

You. _ ever know where you will find 
--RICIGS Members! 

Ru th and Ed Evans and 
Linda and Fred Polich were in 
Centerville, Iowa, enjoying the 

Pancake Day celebration in 
September 2011 ! 



(From 
QCOnline 
May2011) 

Photo: 

I 

T his photo ya_s submitted to QC Capture by Denise Wassenhove 
Pictured from left to right a,e Linda Wal er. Betty Magee. Pat 
Staley and Ilene Cotrell. Y o a1e membets of MSJY Little Deere -
Fort Arms1rong Chapter. National Society Daughters of the 
American Revolution They attended the Illino is OAR State 
Conference in Bloomingo . IL Ap,il 14-17. 2011. The theme of 
the 115th State Conference was Spirit of Patriotism 

Photo: Submitted / Denise Wassenhove 
From left. Li da Wal er. Pat Staley. Eilene Cotrell . Kathy Caley 
and Stephanie Swan_son, membets of the MSJY little Deere / Fort 
Armstrong C apter of the Daughters of the American Revolution 
atte ded a flag and banner ex>mmetn()(ation ceremony Oct 10 
at the Silvis Fire Station in Silvis One member purchased We 
Remember 9 ,11 banner t ough DAR and donated it to her locel 
fire station Ms Walieer said. The events of September 11 . 2001 . 
which had a p,ofound effect on the United States. ex>ntinue to 
resound today They touched the lives not only of Americans. but 
also of people in 92 other ex>untries whose citizen_s d ied that day 
This banner is p,esented to you in remembrance of September 
11. 2001 . and in honor of the lives that wete destroyed. the 
saaifioes that were made and the bravery that was shown This 
flag rep,ese ts our ongoing ex>mmitme t to never forget City 
officia ls, C amber of Commerce rep,esentatives and U S. Rep. 
Bobby Schilling, R-Colo a. attended the ceremony . 

(From 
QCOnline 
December 

2011) 



15 November 2011 
Annual Dinner at QC Botanical 
Center and installation of 2012 
officers. Program speaker \Nas 

''Betsy Ross'', portrayed by Frances 
Plumb. 
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Posted Online: Jan. 16, 20 12. 5:45 pm 

Volunteer builder Dean Ring has the Habitat habit 

Comment on this storv 

By Todd Weinert, twelvaert@qconline.com 

Sometimes it's hard for volunteers to see what progress they've 
made in the name of a worthy cause. 

Not so for Dean Ring, 86, who has volunteered his time for the 
past 19 years for Habitat for Humanity Quad Cities and was 
one of the organization's founders. He has visible reminders of 
the contribution he has made: in the more than 70 homes he's 
helped build with Habitat, and on the faces of people he's 
worked alongside. 

"It was something I could do in the construction area, 
something we could do for people who didn't have much," said 
Mr. Ring, a Rock Island resident. "Habitat builds homes for 
people who can't ordinarily get loans. From what I've seen of 
them, they are great people." 

Mr. Ring retired from American Air Filter in the mid-1980s 
after working there in engineering and as a design supervisor. 

Photo: Todd Welvaert / staff 
Dean Ring operates a chop saw at 
Habitat for Humanity Quad Cities' 
new home at 3625 Mississippi Ave., 
Davenport, next door to Habitat for 
Humanity Restore, on Thursday, Jan. 
12, 2012. Mr. Ring has volunteered 
his time working on Habitat projects 
for 19 years. The 86-year· old Rock 
Island man said he has no intention 
of quitting. 

In 1993, he was one of several volunteers from the Quad-Cities area who traveled to St. 
Andrew, Fla., to help with rebuilding after Hurricane Andrew caused S26 billion in damages, 
$16 billion in Florida alone. 

"We decided we could so the same thing here and, when we got back, started a house, and it 
went from there," Mr. Ring said. 

The Nebraska native moved to Rock Island around 1954 after he was drafted and served in the 
Marine Corps. He graduated from Denison University in Grantsville, Ohio, and met his wife, 
Lorraine, while at school there. 

Habitat for Humanity Quad Cities builds about three houses yearly, depending on need and 
donations. Now volunteers are working to finish and move the organization into its own new 
home at 3625 Mississippi Ave., Davenport, next door to Habitat for Humanity Restore. 

Habitat families have to put in 250 hours of work, or sweat equity, to earn their homes, so many 
of the families work side by side with volunteers. 

"I remember a lot of them," Mr. Ring said. "I remember who lives there and so forth, what's 
happened to them since. Some I see again; some I never see again. You get very close to them. 

"I was a supervisor on one house •· it was very rewarding, but very traumatic. I see that family 
on the street, and they make a point of letting me know they see me. I get a hug from the kids. It's 
a pretty good paycheck." 

Mr. Ring said that as soon as spring weather breaks, volunteers will start working on their first 
house of 2012, and he has every intention of being there. 

"I'm never going to quit," he said. "I'm going to keep going until I'm unable. It's very rewarding. 
I'm able to do this and see the results, to see the reaction of the people who get the houses. 

"It makes me feel good to be part of it." 
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You are invited to an 

ANNIVERSARY RECEPTION 
on Sunday, 25 March 2012 

from 1 :00 - 3:00 pm 
at Butterworth Center, 

Moline 

Please join us to celebrate 
this milestone anniversary! 
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Delmar Moore Birthday 

Delmar ~vloore, Rock Island, celebrated his 85th birthday on 
~ _ d Sunday, Feb. 12, with a family dinner. 

He was born Feb. 8, 1927, in Knoxville, Ill. He is an Anny 
\·eteran. having served in the 120th Station Hospital in 
Gennany. 

He graduated from Rock Island High School in 1945, and 
Olivet K azarene College in 1951. He married Donna 
Husemann on June 22, 1957, in Rushville, Ill. 

He was employed by the forn1er Augustana Book Concern and 
Bear Manufacturing, and retired from Augustana College in 
1992. 

Photo: 

Delmar Moore 

His children are Martha (Ken) Wynes, Milan; and Daniel (Deborah) ~foore, Rock Island. He 
has fh·e grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. 

(Delmar is our Historian Emeritus) 

Lois Rabe 

Lois F. Rabe, 88, of Silvis, died Saturday, March 3, 2012, at Illini Restorative Care, Silvis. 

Cremation 1ites haYe been accorded. A memorial service will be held at a later date . Esterdahl 
:vlortuary & Crematory, Moline, is assisting the family. 
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'50 Club truly friends for the Jong haul 

!;: onuu~m on this s.ton· 

By John :.\Ian:, jman:@ qconline.com 

They haYe seen it, shared it, and walked and talked each other 
through it. Once a month for the past six-plus decades, they ha,·e 
shared all that is life with each other. 

The '50 Club is a healthy clan (no officers) of caring pals from the 
Rock Island High School Class of 1950, a wonderful brmch that 
after high school, nearly 6::? ye ars ago, decided they would stay in 
touch. 

Truth is, they ha\"e more than stayed in touch for more than six 
decades , and that is amazing. 

The '50 C lub consists of Joyce P eterson Anderson, Betty 
\ \ "illiams Bums, Joyce \\"arner Leatherman, Carol Riceman 
:\Iitton, Lois ::.'\"ielsen ::.'\"i.'.on, Doris Snyder Sallee, \\ "illie Teuscher 
Swain, ::.'\"ancy Plantz\\ nite, :\-Iarilyn K.Jindt Jack son, Rita Pingel 
Hwnpbre y, P=y Kish Flynn, D onna ::Vlitchell Pan, Patti :\Iontz 
).fack , Ddona Spellmeyer K ennedy, Donna Lees B oyle, Trudy 
Petty ..-'\midon, \\"anda Lis,engood Pike, Jean Powers C hapman, 
Joan Lee ~ !ueller, :\ larilyn Hanc q -:--owack, Jerry Ingram Swift, 
C aro l)n \\"oeber Lw1d, Joyce :\liller Hanna and Ruth Biscontine 
Anderson. 

P h oto: Submitted 
S in ce 1952. m e m bers o f t h -e 1950 
class of Roc k I s land H ig h S chool 
hav e been meeti n g f o r lunc h o n c e 
a mo n th. In Febru a ry .. they m arked 
the ir 8 0 th b irthday s w i t h a cak e 
d e corated i n s chool colo rs . From 
l e ft a r e : fro n t row . C a rol •1n \..'Vo eber 
L u n d . Jo ·,,ce M i ller H a nna . R u t h 
B i scont 1n e Ande r son: s e c ond row. 
\ V anda Li".1e n good P i k e , J e:a n 
Powe r s C h apman .. J oan L ee 
Mue ll o: r, M a ri lyn HancQ U o wack, 
J e rr; I n gra m S v., f t : t h i r d ro w , 
M a n l ;.-n K l i ndt Jacks on., R i ta P ingel 
Hum p hre ),•. Penn.,- K i sh F l y n n , 
D onna M i tch e ll Parr, Patti Mont =. 
Ma ck, Delona Spellme;,e r K e n nedy, 
Donn a L e-o:s So; .fe , T rud -,, Petty 

"\\ "hen you are yow1g and you haYe friends you want to stay in touch with, you can d o a pretty good 
job of it for a couple of years," said Joyce Haruia, w ho was selected (b y me) to be the club 
spokeswoman for to day's sennonette. 

"Some groups tend to part company after a short perio d of time," she said. "You lose touch. That we 
make an effort to get together is spec ial, and that w e ha\"e stayed true to it for o\"er 60 years is 
special as w ell ." 

Spec ial might not be gi\-ing the situation the due it desen-es. This kind of diligen c e is aboYe and 
beyo nd. 

Through the years, Hanna says the ·so Club alw ays has been aboYe 10 members , ho , ·ering in the 
range of 15. They ha,·e shared w eddings, c hildren, ups , dow n s, work-place and health struggles, the 
passing of members from the group and loss of family . 

Tw ice a year, spou ses are im-ited to join the group, once in the fall for a w einer roast at Blac k Haw k 
Park, and once for Christmas. 

"\\"e ha\·e b een through a lo t together," Hanna said, marYeling at the group's ability to b e there for 
one other. "\\"e're there for w eddings and family things, and with getting older, ha,·e been there for 
funerals . It really d o e s help to share all that we haYe w ith each o ther. If s a wiique support s~·ste:m." 

The ·50 C lub selects two hostesses for its monthly luncheon . Time was, w ith b u sy sche dules , the 
m e etings w ere e\·enings at a designated member's home . 

"\\"e ha,·e a class reunion once a m onth with the '50 Club," Hanna said. "Pvi.d the '50 Club has helped 
push to ha\·e a high sc hool reunion eYery year. I think o thers haYe seen how muc h the '50 Club loYes 
getting together and d ecided hming a class rewlion every year is a good thing." 

Truth is , it is better than a good thing. It is something special. 
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Lois Rabe 
)f 
·s­
st 

1,o· E Rabe 88, of Silvis , for· 
merl;5or· Port Byron, di~~: 
daY, March 3. 20.12,_ at 
storative care. Silns. . 

e 

1 

A memorial service will be 
held 1:30 p.m. 
Monday at Es­
terdahl Mortu­
ary & Crema­
toni 6601 38th 
Ave.. Moline. 
Visitation is 
from 1 to 1:30 
p.m. prior to 
service time. 

Per her wishes, cremation rites 
have been accorded. Cremains 
will be buried at National Cem­
etery, Arsenal Island, at a later 
date. Memorials may be made to 
River Valley District Library, 
214 S. Main St., Port Byron. 

Lois F. Rabe was born on June 
30, 1923, in Dedham, Mass., the 
daughter of Earl W. and Ruth 
Farnsworth Pilling. She mar­
ried Louis D. Rabe on April 3, 
1948. in Bronxville, N. Y 

Lois was a huge genealogy 
buff and volunteered at The 
Family History Center. She also 
enjoyed rock hunting, photog­
raphy, the river, tow boats and 
reading. 

Survivors include her hus­
band, Louis D. Rabe, Silvis; chil­
dren, Dave (Stephanie) Rabe, 
Moline, Ann (Greg) Andrews, 
Hampton, and Bill (Gerda) Rabe, 
Washington Crossing, N.J.; 
grandchildren, Harley, Spence, 
Kara and Megan; and four great­
grandchildren. 

Online condolences may be 
left for the family by visiting 
www.esterdahl.com. 
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Q-C Area 

1 Habitat QC honors 4 original volunteers 
HabJtal for Human­

m Quad C11JP,> recognized 
four lungtune ,·olunteers 
and supponcr< at hs annu­
al d lnnff and cclebrauon 
on Saturday. 

Wes IVhi1es1ue. Don Hl­
esterman. Richard l\11Uer 
and Dean Rong n.-cerved 
Tbe Walter E Netswanger 
Lll'lllme Ach 1evement 
Awa'd, a new award given 
In llonor of the late Dr. 
Nelawanger, a Quad-Citic:,, 
llldllntb,opist and Habitat ...,,..._ 

TIie tour men were 
lnalbt IOlethe r in 1992 
_. Hurrla,ne And.rew 
.__ Homestead, f lor­
ldaClty 111d part of M1am1 
ta Plarida. They were part 
al I 8"IUP that travel~d 10 
tlll area and helped Ha b1-

...:>i<:,..ffabitat 
J J J for Humanity 

tar for Humanity rebuild. 
Along Wllh Others, the 

men learned about Habitat 
and helped organize a steer­
Ing commmee to form a local 
Habitat aflihate. 

In l\la} 1993, Habitat tor 
Humanity Quad Cities be­
crune an olficial affiliate, and 
the four were members of 
the original board of direc­
tors and s till are acuve with 
the organization. 

► Mr. IVhites1de 1s a re­
llre<I general contractor who 
was chairman of Habitat 's 
site selecnon commlu ee for 
many years. He also served 

on the fundra1smg commn­
tee and was site supervisor 
for Habitat's Grant Street of 
nee remodel. 
► Mt: Hiester-man is an 

el<>etl"ician and IS retired 
from the Rock Island Arse­
nal He has served on the site 
selecuon commmee and IS 

on tne conscruction commit­
tee. He represented Habit.al 
QC m Washmgion DC., dur­
lng "Building on th• \1all , 
a proJect to build homes for 
people affected b} Hurricane 
Katnna. Mr H1esterman " ill 
be a construction ~uperv1sor 
on h 1S 13th hous., this year 

► Mr Miller is re11red 
from Oscar Mayer and was 
on the original family selec· 
uon committee. He superns, 
es concrete work at Habitat 

build sites and has ori<ell 
on all 73 Hab11,n Qua~ ':r1es 
projects He \'Olu.ntee~ for 
Habitat m flor1<1a durJ>g hlb 
winters there. 
► Mr Ring taught Ind~ 

tnal ans and mechanical 
draw mg m local iumor and 
h.Jgh schools and renr'!d 
from Amencan Air Filter He 
was on the family select1011 
commtncP for many ~ 
He became close wuh many 
partner families and = 
walked one panner fam 
11\- member down the 'e 
for her wedding. Mr. Rini IS 
helping Habitat r,;mocM ,­
new offic,;s and wariarnuse 
and 1s v.arehou"' tnalllil:"L 

For m, re information 
about Habitat for Humantt) 
Qu ad Clll,;S l!O lO hab1ta QC. 
org 

RICIGS n1embers 
Lois Rabe and 

Dean Ring 

_, 
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Photo: Subnlitted / Denise 
Wassenhov e 
From le • , rida \ ' a l er, Pa S a le .. , 
Eilen= Corre ll , Kat~y Care·• and 
S ep an i e Swanso!"'l , members o · 
t"1e • ar; ,tt l e Deere Fo 
,:.,mstro.,g Chap er o · the 
Daugh ers o · the ,-.men can 
Re·.•o lut1on attended a ' l ag and 
banner co,,.,m_moration c re,,.,on· · 
Oct. 10 a the S 1l•.·1 s F i re Sta ,on 1n 
S il v i s Orie member purc~a::.ed ' :e 

emer-nb r 9 .r · l ba!"'ln r t~rough 
D A and donated i to her loca l · i re 
s a t.on . • s . "a l ' er sa i d Tne 
e ·en s o · September l l 200 : 
v,h ich had a pro;ound •; _ct on he 
U n i ted S ates, con 1nue o resourid 
oda·: . T"1e" touched the l, ·.•es r,ot 

O""I I·· o: ~meracans but a lso o 
people 1n 92 o her coun n es .•.+'\ose 
c1t 1:::.ens d ied t"1at da" . Th is anner 
as presen ed o •,-ou ,n 
rel'Tlembrance o , Sep e"'1'1 er l , 
2001 and an "lor,or a· the l, v_s tnat 
·.·, re destro·•ed tne sacn• ,ces that 
v,_re l'Tlade and he brave • t"ia 
v. s sho.•.-.. Th ,s ►lag represen s our 
ongo i t')g co,,.,m1tmen to ne ·er 
·orge . C ,t ·· o·f1c ,a ls C hamber o· 
Commerce repr senta aves and 
U .S . Re . Bob ·: Scn,lling, 
Col ona , a nd d he c remon" . 
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Rock Island County 
Illinois Genealogical 

Society 

40th Anniversary 
Celebration 



This 4(Jh Anniversary booklet was created by committee members Linda Polich, 
Linda Walker, and Phyllis Witherspoon. 



Rock Island County Illinois 
Genealogical Society Recognition 

Celebration and Reception 
Butterworth Center, Moline 

Sunday, 25 March 2012, 1-3 pm 

Welcome 
A Few Words From Our President 

Our History 
Our Charter Members 
Our Past Presidents 

Presentation of Recognition Certificates 
2012 Officers and Committee Chairpersons 

Presentation of Riverside Book to Todd Slater by 
RICI GS member Jim Hayes 

Upcoming Events 

Reception and Fellowship 



Our History 

This is the 40th Anniversary of the Rock 
Island County Illinois Genealogical Society! 

There were 110 charter members who 
founded this Society in 1972. Thanks to 

their efforts, we are a thriving genealogical 
organization with over 100 members today. 

Our Quarterly has been continuously 
printed since March 1974. Our meetings 

have consistently had interesting 
genealogical programs, and our 

genealogical library collection continues to 
expand. 

We also have an informative website, and 
even our own Facebook page! 
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Our History 

Rock Island County Illinois Genealogical 
Society is a non-profit organization 

founded in 1972. Our Society is a member 
of the Federation of Genealogical Societies, 

and we co-sponsored a national FGS 
conference in September 2001 with the 
Scott County Iowa Genealogical Society 

(SCI GS). 

We changed our name in 2005 from 
Blackhawk Genealogical Society to better 
reflect who we are to genealogists around 

the country. 

Membership is open to anyone interested 
in genealogical research. Dues are $20 per 

year, payable in January. 



Our Charter Members 

Listed on the next several pages are our 
Charter Members and Past Officers. 

Each of these individuals deserve a BIG 
THANK YOU for their foresight, and 
continued hard work preserving the 

genealogical records of our ancestors. 
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Our Charter Members 

Anna Albrecht, Berkshire, NY 
Durward B. Allaman, Abingdon, IL 

Mrs. George R. Baker, Rock Island, IL 
J. Kenneth & Lorraine Baker, Rock Island, IL 

Gertrude Becker, Geneseo, IL 
Svan & Evelyn Benson, Rock Island, IL 

Scharlott Blevins, Davenport, IA 
William J. Blick, Geneseo, IL 

Hazel Blocklinger, Rock Island, IL 
Jesse Boone, East Moline, IL 

Mrs. Walter Bristow, Jr., Savanna, IL 
Jon Brodd, Moline, IL 
Marge Buel, Moline, IL 

Helen Burgess, Rock Island, IL 
W. H. Clark, Milan, IL 

Mary Clifford, Colona, IL 
Phyllis Coopman, Moline, IL 

Lawrence & Joyce Cornelius, Moline, IL 
Byrle & Aletha Cosner, Woodhull, IL 

Allen & Bradley Curtis, Coal Valley, IL 
Cornelia J. & Harriet C. Darling, Moline, IL 

Vicki L. Davis, Chicago Heights, IL 
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Dawson, East Moline, IL 

Madeline Edwards, Rock Island, IL 
Walter T. & Eva Fuhr, Taylor Ridge, IL 

Sally Fuhr, Taylor Ridge, IL 
Mrs. Leslie Griffin, Moline, IL 
Mary Lou Hall, Davenport, IA 

Delores Hauger, Milan, IL 
Sally Henry, East Moline, IL 
Ruth Herrick, Abingdon, IL 

Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Hilligoss, Milan, IL 
Virginia Hinrichs, East Moline, IL 

Jean Houston, Davenport, IA 
Margaret Hudson, Davenport, IA 

Larry E. Humberstone, Rock Island, IL 
Florence D. Hutchison, Jacksonville, IL 

Miss Helen E. Hutchison, Rock Island, IL 
Bernice 0. Irwin, New Boston, IL 

Madaline Isaacson, Rock Island, IL 
Patricia Kinney, Rock Island, IL 

Ina M. Kuzel, Moline, IL --. 

Joann Loete, Moline, IL 
Jane Lundeen, Moline, IL 

Harry Lyon, East Moline, IL 
Maurite Mahlstedt, Geneseo, IL 

Mona Kadel Martin, Davenport, IA 
Mrs. Wm. Budd Matlock, Oak Harbor, WA 

Mrs. Earle R. McBride, Austin, TX 
Helen J. McMurtry, Oak Park, IL 

Sister Frances Marie Melroy, Davenport, IA 
Robert & Laura Millett, Rock Island, IL 

Lois Mitchell, Moline, IL 
Gilman & Helen Mitton, Moline, IL 

Glenn & Jeannene Moffitt, Aledo, IL 
Mary Morrissey, Moline, IL 

Bernice & Dennis Moseley, Milan, IL 
Verna Mumma, Hillsdale, IL 

L. P. Neuerberg, Rock Island, IL 
Caroline Newman, Milan, IL 

Joseph A. & Phyllis Normoyle, Rock Island, IL 
Darlene Ward Paxton, Bettendorf, IA 

Janet Pease, Arvada, CO 
Mrs. John Perry, Moline, IL 

Harold & Kitty Pierce, Milan, IL 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry L. Pittman, Abingdon, IL 

Mr. & Mrs. Orin Rockhold, Milan, IL 
Barbara Rosser, Gatesville, TX 

Mr. & Mrs. Clarence Ruud, Moline, IL 
Lucille Sampson, Rock Island, IL 

Rachelle Schopp, Geneseo, IL 
Gerry Sisson, Milan, IL 

Marjorie Smith, Thomson, IL 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Spaeth, Davenport, IA 

Fredrick Steiner, Bettendorf, IA 
Mrs. K. T. Stimpson, Rock Island, IL 

Gladys Treadway, Bettendorf, IA 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Walker, Rock Island, IL 

Mrs. John T. Walsh, Davenport, IA 
Mrs. Richard A. Welch, Rock Island, IL 

Mrs. Cecil Whiteside, Milan, IL 
Mildred M. Wiggers, Eldridge, IA 

Dorothy M. Williams, Rock Island, IL 
Flora D. Wilson, Davenport, IA 

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Wood, Rock Island, IL 
Sylvia B. Young, Moline, IL 

Virginia Young, Creve Coeur, MO 
Robert, Winifred, & Steven Ziegler, 

Palatine, IL 
i S .. 
.::; 



Our Past and Current Presidents 

1972-1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 
1980 
1981 
1982 
1983-1984 
1985-1986 
1987 
1988-1989 
1990-1991 
1992-1993 
1994-1995 
1996-1997 
1998-1999 
2000-2001 
2002-2003 
2004-2005 
2006-2007 
2008-2009 
2010-2011 
2012-

Phyllis Normoyle 
Gerald Wood 
Virginia Hinrichs 
J. Kenneth Baker 
Joyce Cornelius 
Scharlott Blevins 
Dennis Strieder 
James Lannoo 
Eulalia Garrett 
Joseph Normoyle 
Grace Shager-Eastland 
Edward Jordan 
Dean Ring 
Christine Lage 
Zelma Hendricks Stufflebeam 
Louise Davis 
Virginia Horton 
Judy Rueckert 
Dorothy Darland 
Pamela Langston 
Marilyn Mix 
Lorraine Hathaway 
Linda Polich 
Beth Hoffman 
Linda Walker 
Debra Vansant 



Our Past and Current 
1st Vice Presidents 

J. K. Baker 
Harry Lyons 

Ivan Rice 
Delores Hauger 
Eulalia Garrett 

Jim Lannoo 
Laura Millett 

Elsie Roba 
Larry Neuerberg 
Earl Tenpound 
Eva Johnson 

Grace Eastland 
Christine Cox Lage 

Virginia Horton 
Judy Rueckert 
Chris Fiedler 

Zelma Stufflebeam 
Robert Millett 
Laura Millett 
Bill Burrows 
Eileen Nelson 
Linda Polich 

Pamela Langston 
Jill Hoff 

Beth Hoffman 
Ken Jones 

Jean Wistedt 

Our Past and Current 
2 nd Vice Presidents 

Laura Millett 
Mrs. Jim Neumann 

Mrs. James Sampson 
Sally Schroeder 

Helen Mitton 
Cheryl McCaw 
Elizabeth Blixt 
Ralph Hughes 
Belinda Zukas 
Sally Etheridge 

Phyllis Winhurst 

Virginia Horton 
William Downing 

Judy Rueckert 
Ruth Thompson 

Beverly Francque 
Bill Burrows 

Barbara Evans 
Pam Lawson 
Jean Wistedt 

Pamela Langston 
Beth Hoffman 

George McMasters ,,P' J(lino/, ,,,,,,,, 

( 
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Our Past and Current 
Recording Secretaries 

Mrs. James Sampson 
Mrs. William Coopman 

Barbara Scott 
Mildred Martin 
Laura Millett 
PamLannoo 

Betty W estensee 
Joan Loete 

Claire Simonet 
Virginia Horton 
Beatrice Fritz 
Joan Lehan 

Merriel Coon 
Louise Davis 

Lorraine Hathaway 
Tim Moore 

Ruth Thompson 
Lois Larson 

Christine Vanderkerchove 
Diane Lovell 

Jessica Wentzloff 
Linda Walker 

Shirley Ricketts 
Denise Wassenhove 

Our Past Corresponding Secretaries 
Mrs. William Coopman 

Mrs. Harold Pierce 
Mrs. James Lannoo 

Phyllis Normoyle 
Ruth Kirby 

Barbara Scott 
Dorothy Johnston 
Phyllis Coopman 
Grace Eastland 

,..---­
\ J((i11m'.1· fl"::--

Diane Lovell 
Lois Rabe 

Beverly Francque 
Shirley Herman 
Betty Westensee 

Zelma Stufflebeam 
Judy Rueckert 
Shirley Plumb 

Jill Hoff 
Shirley Ricketts 

Catherine Humphrey 

/2~ ""1 -; 'f•. 
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Our Past and Current Treasurers 

Mrs. Francis Moseley 
Mrs. Lawrence Cornelius 
Mrs. William Coopman 

ThyraPerry 
Kenneth Baker 

Lucille Sampson 
Gerry Sisson 
Jon Brodd 

Betty W estensee 

Joseph Normoyle 
Eugene McCarley 

Patty Doonan 
Lorraine Hathaway 

Greta Brooks 
Judi McDowell 

Pat McCoy 
Betty Hagberg 

Our Past and Current Historians 

Mrs. Richard Henry 
Mrs. Lowell Hauger 

Eva Johnson 
Phyllis Anderson 
Betty W estensee 

Barbara Scott 
Lois Jackson 
Delmar Moore 
Linda Polich 

Phyllis Witherspoon 



Our Past and Current Registrars 

Mrs. Albert Loete 
Sally Schroeder 

Scharlott Blevins 
Gerry Sisson 

Phyllis Anderson 
Grace Eastland 
Mildred Sutton 
Lorraine Ring 

Eleanor Calsen 
Carol Huber 
Marilyn Mix 

Barbara Evans 
Marilyn Mix 

Our Past and Current Librarians 

Pamela Langston 
Dorothy Darland 
Debra Vansant 



"You Make A Difference'' 
Certificate Recipients 

Janet Pease 
Compiling over 40 volumes of newspaper abstracts 

Dean Ring 
Serving as our Society's registered agent, mailing out quarterlies 

and conference flyers 

Marilyn Mix and Dorothy Darland 
Spending many weeks at the Rock Island County courthouse 

making copies of birth, death, and marriage indexes - which were 
bound and added to our library collection 

Lorraine Hathaway 
Continuing to design, compile, and publish our Quarterly for 

many years 

Bill Burrows 
Designing and maintaining our Society's website 

Elizabeth Casillas 
Continuing the obituary indexing project started by Dwight 

Muhlenbruck 

Shirley Plumb and Orin Rockhold 
Completing the Port Byron Globe newspaper abstracting project 

started by Dr. Albert Zimmer 



2012 Officers 

President- Debra VanSant 
1st Vice President - Jean Wistedt 

Recording Secretary - Denise Wassenhove 
Corresponding Secretary- (open) 

Treasurer - Betty Hagberg 
Director-at-Large 2012 - Pat McCoy 

Director-at-Large 2013 - Beth Hoffman 
Director-at-Large 2014 - Linda Walker 



2012 Committee Chairs 

Cemeteries North -
Cemeteries South - Kenneth Jones 

Cemetery Walk Updates - Diane Lovell 
Computer Interest- Debra Vansant 

Conference - Beth Hoffman 
Education - Linda Polich, Lorraine Hathaway, Linda Walker 

FGS Delegate- Jean Wistedt 
Historian Emeritus - Delmar Moore 

Historians - Linda Polich, Phyllis Witherspoon 
Librarian- Debra Vansant 

Newspaper Abstracting-Jean Wistedt 
Obituaries - Elizabeth Casillas 

Publication Sales - (open) 
Quarterly Editor - Lorraine Hathaway 

Queries & Research - Orin Rockhold, Jim Hayes 
Registered Agent/Mailing - Jim Hayes 

Registrar - Marilyn Mix 

i"if1~~~:> ' , 
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Upcoming Workshops 
July 21 st - Getting Started 

August 18th - Federal Records 
September 22nd - Genealogy Websites 

October 27th - Writing and Publishing Your Family History 
These Saturday workshops are offered free to RICIGS 

members; nonmembers pay $5.00 per class. Each session 
will be at the Butterworth Education Center. 

Quad-Cities Genealogical Conference 
Saturday, April 21st at Moline Viking Club 

Upcoming Meeting Programs 
April 24th - "Black Hawk's Kin" by Dr. Jane Simonsen 

May 22nd - "What Do I Do With All This Stuff?" by Amy Groskopf 
June 26th - "Life & Times of a Volunteer Webmaster" 

by Lynn McCleary 
July 24th - Demonstration of FindAGrave.com by Shirley Plumb 

August 28th - "Cemetery Research" by Orin Rockhold 
*September 11 th - "Why is Francis Dickens Buried in Moline?" 

by Betty Hagberg 
October 23rd - "Researching William Dickson" by Alexandra Benedict 

*All meetings are held at the Rock Island County Historical Society 
Library EXCEPT our special program in September that will be at 

Buttenvorth Center. 

-----,..,,.,.- 'ino·· . 
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40th Anniversary Celebration 
Sunday, 25 March 2012 
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Photo: Submitted 
Bar a ra Jo hnson a n d ,n d a .'a l e r, 
"ro m t h e , ar,• Little Deere - Fort 
~ rm stro n g C h apter Daugh t e rs o · 
h e ... m e n ca n e •o l u t io n are read ·• 
o e l p p eople searc"1 th e ir 

li n eage: ro r patriotic a n cestors 
durin g a v;o rk s h op ro m l to 4 p .m . 
Sa urda y, ~ a " 9 , at Bu e rvlo rth 
Educa ti o '1 C e n ter , at 7t Street a n d 
12t ..... v e n u e , o li n e . eo le v,h o 
t h e " t h ,n o r n o v the v h a .. •e a n 
a n cestor t h a t serve d in tl-i e 

e -_ro lu ti o n a r • ",•a r o r are in teres t e d 
in Jo in i n g e i t e r a DA o r So .s of 
t e M.m e n ca n e v o lu ti o n C h a ter , 
a re i n v ited . ~ represen ta i re ·ro m 
S v,i ll be a ,a ilab le at t h e e •e n t . 

eser-.,atio n s a e re quire d b .. , a ·• 
l 7 to , s . , a Ik e r a t : 3 9 '1 7 8 6-

6l97 . 
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RICIGS Members Linda and Fred 
Polich attended the National 
Genealogical Society (NGS) 

Conference in Cincinnati, Ohio in 
May 2012. 

Entrance to conference 

Entertainment after 
keynote, and escort to 

Expo 

Keynote address ' 

Lots of vendo~s! 
• 
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C2 The Dispatch and The Rock Island Argus T11esd11y, J11ne 17, 2012 Nation 

Help sought 
to solve 
Civil War-era 
mystery 

RICI !.\'l()J\I l. V.-1 (AP) -
The n:.u11es uf the t,,u Jillie 
girls ,ff<' ;:m <'nrl11ring myq pr), 
their irnagcs fuu11tl amo11g 
<Tlllnp!Prl horli<'., on Ci\·j I \,\';ir 
lx.1.llll'fieltb. E:ad 1 i:, posed 
primly on drnirs. r m g lel<; c;is. 
cadi11g pa ~t the rouged <.:hecks 
of 0110. the otlwr rirc-ss<'d in a 
fri lly huoµ dress. 

Uur no one knows the iden• 
tit ies of the girls in the pho­
tographs. or the s to ries they 
might tell . 

'l'hP phorogr r1ph of one 
girl was fuuml Letween the 
horiws of two solrl ifl'" - one 
Cnion. one Confutlcratc. at 
l'ort ll0pnhlk. V;:i .. 1.'iO ye;irs 
~1:.:0 lli is ,June. ·nw other ,,as 
r<'lrif'V<'rl from ;:i .,i,1in l In ion 
~old ier's huversaek in 1865 
on ;i Virginia fa r m field d;iys 
before a half-dec;ade of ulootl­
lcrt ing wou ld C'llrl \>;ith a Slll"· 
render big.ned not for away at 
Appoma ttox. 

Though phuwgraph v was 
in 11 '' mfnnc~· wht'n the- wnr 
broke oul. its lib\/ W:tb wi<lu­
,pr er1d. !\!any ~ol<liers c:<1 r­
ncd µJwtogruph:., uf luvt:tl 
ont•s mr'l biHt ll' 1rnri for the 
rir :;t time. photograµh :e irn­
<1 g<'s of w,1r "·" r <' ,1\·:i ilahl<' 

a 11d Il ic Mu-,1·u111 uf Lite 
C'nn tc-rif'r MT has its m\·n vasr 
collel:t iun ;:,r i ntal,\CS lu<la), 
many of rhem id0n tifi<'cl. 

But now museum officials 
a r<' rdl'as ing thC' unirlcn t 1-
fietl iJHages of 1he two girls. 
;,i long w ith six othenmigm,H­
i<.: photographs. on the au.mil• 
tert I y 1·Pmote ch;,i nee som eone 
might recugnizl:! a famil ial 
resPmbl:rnce or m;ikp a con-
11ect io11 lu a lJatUd'ield w h t:H~ 
t hey WPrf' timn<I. 

There is uo ,,-riling on lhe 
b<1rks of th <'Sf' phomgraphs. 
Nu nulL•s Luc:kcd im, itlc their 
,rnJ l<:>t·Sl 7<'ct I rnmrs. l•or a 
museum thut µr ides its elf ()11 

knowing 1hr pmvenanc<' of 

Assoc·a1ed Press 
Ann Drury Wellford, manager of Photoqraphic Services for The Museum of the Confederacy, holds 
a livil \'\'ilr hattlefield photo ilt the museum in Hichmond. Va., Mily 25. Pvt. -:-homils W. Timberlake of 
Co. G, 2nd Virgin ia lnfamry fouod this child 's portrai t on the battlefield of Port Republic, Va., between 
the bodies of a Confederate soldier and a Federal soldier. The Museum of the Confederacy is publicly 
releasing eight images recovered on battlefields of unidentified persons in the admittedly remote 
ch,m ce il descendant might recognize a facial resemblance or make a connection to the battlefield s 
where they were found. 

its holdings. the photographs 
otlPr tP\\' r.l UPS. 

" \.IJt, don't know who llwv 
nr<'. ,m<I th<' pPopl<' w hn 
piclwd llleni uµ ditl nut knuw 
who thev wen:>." said An11 
Drury i"cllford. curntor of 
G.000 Ci\"il W,u· ima •~es at 
the Richmond muscun1 that 
has; the l;irr,c!"t collec t ion nf 
nrt if:icts of the Confcxlcmtc 
~lates. L'ivi lia11 allCI 111ilitan : 
"Thny cvol«' an 111rr r nn<I 
cvmplele sentimentalit\.·· 

J\1usc•11m nrfi r inls r nn only 
speculate on I he c hilctrcn and 
nclult" . including soldiers. 
shuw11 i..t1 lhe phutograuhs. 
Rut whether thliy wr-re sons 
ant! daughters. father s a11tl 
morhr.rs. or s ihling,; the 
prospl!cl of itlcnti fy i111( each 
grows dimmer w ith the pils­
bage vf timt::. 

T yJ)i<:R lly they were founrl 
u,· a11uther so ldier aml 
h ,rn<1P<1 flown I l1m 11gh grn­
eraliuns. Ul timately an au ic 
\\'Olli<! ll<' cl<';irr d or a trunk 

would lie emptied and the 
photo ,n111lrl hf' giwn to the 
111usuu111. Some h:.1vc ueu11 in 
thl' 11111<;('11111 '<; J)O,Sl'SSiOll tor 
60 vears or mo, e. 

Enm in its i.n.foncy. photog­
raph,· wa!.: buomini.! dw·.i.111; 
U1e Civil Wm: Photographers 
were a ssignee! to Northern cli· 
visinns and tnwclinr, phntor,• 
r::iJihcr~ were rh r. cnrly \'r.rsion 
ul' µh uLU l>uolhba~ they ,·isill:!<l 
cnr~1mpl~I rronps het\\'ccm hat· 
lie,; and ph utogra µhed them . 

r 11otngrnphy \\·:is p\·olving 
from dagu erreo type to ambro­
typcs nncl other mc<liums in 
wl1id1 images ,~ere produced 
through n Wl:t cmul~ion on 
g laS!> and w1::re 11:ure a cces• 
s ible to ;i wirlr.r m1rtirnrc. 

" It had more VL·rsa t il ity 
th;i n it harl ever hacl." arcorcl• 
ing lU Jeffrl:!Y Ruggles. a h is lo­
r i,m of photogr aphy .. I r ,,·as 
the !:!arly blus~umi11g of pho· 
tog r ,1phy T h<' wm· 111st hnp• 
pened lll hi t at a time whe u 
people \VC'l'C wry i nter ested 

I 
l 

in seeing these pictures.·· 
Hoh Ze lle,·. pr esident of T he 

Cenlur for Civil War Photog­
r aph~• s;i 1<I , olrl iP1-s r m-rying 
phutuc:ra1,Jhs of wives. cliil• 
dren anct other lo,·e<l ones off 
to IJaltlc wai; common. rind 
ing a fJhotu on the- battleiielcl 
without n clear connection 
to a <IC'ad '-Old icr wns uncom• 
mon nnd highly r.vorntivc. 

''Much or it is lh e ll.llkllOWll 
fac10r that the image carries.·· 
he ~aitl. "It's ~umelhing U1al 
r\·0ryonr r.il<'r i'lhc.,, n photo­
graph or their loved one~. but 
there it is out on Lhis hnttlc­
lield wilh lltese ,;eemingly 
nnmc)l<~s. fncr less corpsr.s ... 

Zellec theaulhorof several 
honk,; on Civil VV;ir photogr;i . 
ph): indudinµ ·'The 131uc a nd 
Gray in Hinck ancl White: A 
H b tury of CiviJ War Photog­
r r1phy," rlP'-<:ribPd •mch pho• 
tus as the link fur many Ci\·il 
War coml1<1tnn t.s tn ";i rC'i'll I tv 
tl1al. fur many uf them. hat! 
just clisapp~;:ircd." 

J \ 



~ ALLEN COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
ACPL 900 Library Plaza• Fort Wayne, IN• 46802 • Jeffrey R. Krull, Director 

28 June 2012 

Linda Polich 
1698 Glenwood Heights 
Coal Valley, IL 61240 

Dear Linda Polich: 

Thank you for your generous gift of Rock Island County Illinois Genealogical 
Society Recognition Celebration and Reception Butterworth Center, Moline. It is 
a welcome addition to our collection of family and local history materials and I 
am sure it will be of great use to the hundreds of researchers who use the 
facilities of the Genealogy Center each week. It is through the generosity of 
individuals such as yourself that our department is able to maintain its margin of 
excellence. I deeply appreciate your interest in our collection. 

Sincerely, 

Curt B. Witcher 
Manager 
The Genealogy Center 

.- ... , . •' 

I' t'• 
., .. I • 

(260) 421 -1200 • Fax (260) 421-1386 •TDD# (260) 421-1302 • www.acpl.info 
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' Moline Dispatch, 22 June 2012 
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RICIGS Member 
Fred Polich and 

his niece 
promoting an 
event at the 

Croatian Crest 
Club 

Moline Dispatch, 03 July 2012 

Our RICIGS 
instructors 

promoting the 
first of four 
genealogy 

workshops 
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, Jeff Roberts is the son of 
Deb VanSant, our current 

RICIGS president! 

Machinist traces family history 
to one of first employees 

By Jennifer DeWitt 
'l 'NII' \:I ,,,, 'llC .,.corr 

lcf i RulM l \ lt,. \'T m1.,~• 11:e,I 
th it ht•w·i.in~ ,, m31·h111i,. 
.. ppre11I iu , • • 1t· Ror~ ,I.Hill 
.\r~t.: ::JI \\1.iuld It- td I ::n .nd1, ­
rowr ltr h1t\: ·1 .ir.n'• 'm v. l.u 
.1cl1 J lu build t1e i~1:t:~d ·~('!!'. 

t :it 1 . .rou1.d Jp. in h1,1·n1; •, 
icon!: l:lotk IU\\l••. 

No<J, J lllllchrk for h \r 11.11\ 
. ,1i11t MJJm!,lt :u· :r~ .,r.1I · l'd•n 11 

~ \'Ct:.ll•·, Li] I\H( ,'I:, 3,·\lJ!· 

ol.l k .11 llld of hi, I 11,il\' 1' t Jt:.~ 

ljUilt- .1\ ill, \ I 11:. :r)h rl\\\ , . t,1 
~r.1du:ili01. t c l' ,11011\' 1011.:, 

m.1r·•1::1i, '. .tpp ,··1• 1l'1 1rn~r.1 •. i 111 

: noswhen l'ol.( 1.r~Cott, .. 1!1, .1 
11'1lL\1:011111t111,lc11 ~P••~•, it :1t· 
•. pp,cnt cc p:c~r,1m\ knr h\,t-,:v 
1t lh<• Ar,t•ti:11. ( <1'tl'1 \ 1 <' I r 11 \\' 

~r.1du:ilc 1t v,,b f\h-.ihh· ,t,111- l'f 

tl1C'nH'l\•H· lhh~-. ;01n t11 11·1111h-
1:rnrr-.1 i11!l :\1 wr ,I l'lllj'1r\\\ 1•,. 

!'ha' ro11:.:\l'nt :01 ~.-,ht rl, 
11linkit f_ Jl Vw , :,:~1 r·i'..;\ .lit.I 
f.rnt h!?:1 with t)l'r,t:pr, In l i, 
t~r.11lv\lu,tor•.rn hi mo'b··. 
Dt>hbit• VJ II \Jitl , · l .. t i111)\'T 01 lhc 
1nrlr 1\1..::d Coanl'.I ( t·I:t• r i:1r .1l 
:-.. it•tv. \l,•;.Jt !1rd•,c, '.1·•1•t 

i..al h1, llll'lht.r h,1d kr.O\l1' mi:n 
wnt•\p; .r! , - v.J, ·\1t her ,(11:\ 
~.rat l(rc.1'. • LI l' 11- :!f1l'l'' .ti IH!r, 
Gt1o·te l),1w11c~. !1Jd ·1et'n 1 mJ, 
It r r:1ne·1l!!r when tilt' R11i-' 
l\l:md ,\r,cnal \', , hdm 0111 •• Hi, 
mo:hl'r\ 111 11th:11 1,1111 h Dmrnc,. 

" It\ f Ullll} bu\', he \\ , ll kl'tbl I h 
A~r,al :,cl.ltlSl' Ill} n:nth·· ·~ 
l.,r.Hl\' W,1\ 1 ,1·1•• ')llf'h, 1 l 

Jeff Robert . a machinist apprcntlco with the Rock l!,1.:md Ar c 
nal-Jolnt Manufocturin~ dllU Technology Center, is a ll sc ndnnt 
of an early Arsenal enltlloycc. Robert 'great great srcnt gr:inclfa 
ther, George F. Oowncs, was a ma~tcr carpenter and work d at 
tho RIA from Its inception In 1862 until his rotlrcmcnt In 1873. 

\•\'.,.. ,lid Ru' '!I' 
H \I J I t I I I I \ h I I h d , ... 

1,. n. ( l'ho11;J\) l'O<hl' II I(, h, Ir 
1,11i1.I: 111 Ar , :Jlto "\1· ! h 
•• 1i, :•Rnlxrts,Jdl,fh:~:ir11·, 
1t,,. 1\ ~1onr ill\ r 1\•, WJ~ :o \1,t)•' 

.... ·t~ I ,1 ,·I.it :0:11:.ih·,, •,•, ll,"' h I' I 
lhd L. I- 11 \hr. • .. n-:iC'N.•d t 1 

t'' (). L l'\1l I'\ l'f . )l' l 'II l I th l( 1' .1: 

I r.ur,, I·•· 11.tll'' i, 111, !ht, ,b,1
.'' 

'l l l I lll\' , >:lit ·C~.11:· ~ .1,: \ 

Rt l rt ,1 ,fl1·.!u11.Jli1,r 
1·!''.p,l'',11•, .ll\l' 't ' tl'J 't1 )1,V/f,l"', 

1• 11 ,• 01 Ir \ \l t.,rnilr n•,.•n.,c'r-
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Eleanor Calsen was an 
RICIGS member. 

Eleanor J. Calsen, 83, of Moline, died Wednesday, Aug. 8, 
2012, at St. Joseph Hospital in Kansas City, Mo. 

&ervices will be held Monday, Aug. 13, at 1 p .m., at Wendt 
Funeral Home in Moline. A two-hour visitation will be held 

from 11 a.m. until time of the service. Burial will be at 
Greenview Memorial Gardens in East Moline. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the Alzheimer's 
Association, 736 Federal St., No. 2318, Davenport, IA 52803. 

Eleanor Calsen was born in Moline on Dec. 25, 1928, to John 
and Iris Sackett Calsen. She graduated from Moline High 
School and Monmouth College. She was employed for 35 

years, by the Overseas Division of Deere & Company, retiring 
in 1987, as an administrative secretary. 

Ellie was a fun-loving, social, active person who loved her 
cat, Misty, loved her family, friends and neighbors, and loved 
working at John Deere for so many years. She had a passion 
for swimming, bowling and crafts, and was the "BEST AUNT" 
in the world. She was always supportive to her niece, Pam, 

her nephew, Chris and his wife, Tammy, and loved spending 
time with her great-nephews, Josh, Ryan, Benjamin and 
Liam. Ellie was always up for an adventure, like traveling 

with her family and friends, hiking in the woods with Chris, 
fishing with her great-nephews or going to see all of the boys' 

sporting events. 

Ellie, you will be greatly missed by your family and friends! 

Survivors include niece, Pamela Abbott, Lone Tree, Colo.; 
nephew, Christopher (Tammy) Bryan, Lee's Summit, Mo.; 

and four great-nephews. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; and a sister, 
Marcia A. Bryan. 

Online condolences may be sent at www. 
wend tfuneralhome .com. 
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Marilyn Mix is a board 
member, currently serving 
as Registrar of our Society! 

Marilyn Mix 
Marilyn J. Mix, 

109 W 2nd 't .. 
Coal Va11ey, will be 
honored a t an open 
hou. eat her home 
on 25 Aug .. 2012. in 
ob ervan of her 
80th birthdaJ Rela­
tives and friend. 
arc in 1ited to at tend 
from 4 to 7 p.m . 

.:'\ifarilyn \\ as bor n 
on 30 AUb'll. l 19.12 
al the home of her 
parent . H rbert 
Avery and Helen 
Hewitt chaub 
Arm ·trong in Joy. She gradua ted as salu­
tatorian from Joy H igh, chool in 1950 and 
from SL Anthony' Ho pital School of Nw 
ing in 1953. he married William "Bill" ~1ix 
on 22 Aug. 1954 a l the Pre bytcrian Ch m·ch 
in J oy Bi ll died while working '1-ith the Boy 
Scouts fillin sand bags durin the flood of 
th ~Ii i ippi River on 30 March 1969. 

l ier children are Michael W (Kenya) fi x, 
Davenport: tcvcn A. Mix and JcfTrc: L. Mix 
of oa l Valley. 

he wa employed at t. Anthony's H pi­
ta!, Franc i can Ho pital, Rivet id Retreat 
and Trinit , Medical ~ntcr in Rock Island. 
retiring in 1991. he i a member of 15th 

venue Chri lian Chw·ch in Rock I land. 
hew& act iv in cou ting a ad n mother 

for cvcral yeai . i a life member of the 
P'f A. belong. to Rock I land Genealogical 
Soci ty and wa pa t member of the local 
horticulture and computer ocieti . 

Some of her hobbies include gcncalog): 
garcl n ing, knitt ing. making quilt and 
reading. 

Her family i requesting a card . hower. 
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Sandy Perry is a member of 
our Society! 

Short Hills Country Club celebrates 90 years 
Dressed for the time period of 1922 and standing in front of a 1925 Dodge and 1932 Pontiac, 
Richard and Sandy Perry, of Moline, left, and Lori and Bruce Dalfonso, of Moline, welcome guests 
to the Short Hills Country Club 90th anniversary celebration Aug.18 at Short Hills Country Oub in 
East Moline, 

from Moline 
Dispatch on 

19 August 2012 



RICIGS Members Linda and Fred 
Polich attended the Federation of 

Genealogical Societies (FGS) 
Conference in Birmingham, 
Alabama in August 2012. 

Keynote address 

Photo opp witli 
portrayer ,- , 

Escorted to Expo 

ways plenty 
f 



These photos are from our 
2012 classes - at the 

Butterworth Educational 
Center. 
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is was published in the Moline Dispatch 

on 25 .. 0ctober 2012. Chapter Regent Linda 
Walker is an RICIGS member. 

Local DAR chapter honors past members 

.. ·-' The Mary Little Deere-Fort Armstrong Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution recently honored six of 
its most accomplished past members with grave-marking 
ceremomes. 

Chapter Regent, Linda Walker and members were joined by the 
Illinois State Regent Candy Fryburger and other members of the 
state board as they placed a bronze plaque with the DAR 
insignia at the Riverside Cemetery burial sites of Mary Little 
Deere (1814-1913), Katherine Deere Butterworth (1886-
1953), Anna Deere Wiman (1864-1906) and Pattie Southall 
Wiman (1895-1976). Chaplain Sally Bartosh and Past Regent 
Patricia Staley offered brief biographies of each recipient. 

Mary Little Deere was the organizing regent of the Moline 
Chapter. She and her daughter, Katherine Deere Butterworth, 
were chapter regents, Illinois state regents and national 

Photo: Submitted 
The Mary Little Deere-Fort Armstrong 
Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution recently honored 
six of its most accomplished past 
members with grave- marking 
ceremonies. Here, Past Regent 
Patricia Staley reads biographies of 
the recipients during the ceremony 
at Riverside Cemetery in Moline. 

honorary vice presidents general. They were generous supporters of DAR. Anna Deere Wiman 
was a member from 1893 until her death in 1906. Pattie Wiman was the daughter-in-law of 
Anna and was a member from 1922 to 1976. 

Through the generosity of Pattie Wiman, the Deere-\Viman House and Butterworth Center in 
Moline are available to the public. The Mary Little Deere-Fort Annstrong Chapter meets at 
Butterworth Center. 

Following the ceremony at Riverside Cemetery, members went to Chippiannock Cemetery in 
Rock Island to honor two more past members, Bessie Cleveland Sweeney ( 1879-197 6) and 
Anne Montgomery Bahnsen (1873-1951). DAR insignias were placed alongside their markers 
during the ceremony, and visitors were reminded of their accomplishments. 

Both women were regents of the Fort Armstrong Chapter, Illinois state regents and were elected 
national vice presidents general from Illinois. 



Gordon Grimes was a long-time 
member of our Society. He was 

always very helpful with our 
computer equipment! 

Posted Online: Dec. 17, 2012, 5:55 pm 

G. Gordon Grimes 

Comment on this story 

G. Gordon Grimes, 82, of Moline, passed away on Monday, 
Dec. 17, 2012, at Trinity Rock Island. 
Funeral services will be held at 10 a.m. Friday, Dec. 21 , at 
Salem Lutheran Church, 1724 15th St, Moline. Visitation will 
be from 4 to 7 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 20, at Esterdahl Mortuary & 
Crematory, 6601 38th Ave., Moline. Interment will be at the 
National Cemetery on the Rock Island Arsenal, and military 
rites will be accorded by the Moline American Legion Post o. 
246. Memorials may be made to the Salem Lutheran Church 
Endowment Fund. 
Gordon was born April 15, 1930, in Oelwein, Iowa, the son of 
George and Helen Orbell Grimes. He was married on June 6, 
1954, to Ruth Gunther at Hope Lutheran Church in rural Photo: 

G. Gordon Grimes Westgate, Iowa. 
Gordon worked for Deere & Co. for 33 years, starting at John Deere Waterloo Tractor Works 
and retiring from the Administration Center. 
Gordon enlisted in the United States Navy in 1948 and was recalled in 1950 during the Korean 
conflict. He served until 1953 as a Seabee on construction projects in Morocco, Guantanamo 
Bay and Newfoundland. 
Gordon was a member of Salem Lutheran Church in Moline and volunteered his time where 
needed, from computer technician to council president. 
Gordon is survived by his wife, Ruth Grimes; three sons, Steven (Sue) Grimes, David (Farolyn) 
Grimes and John (Kim) Grimes; and eight grandchildren, Amy (Tim) Delaney, Laura Grimes, 
Brett Grimes, Alexa Grimes, Nathan Grimes, Kylsie Grimes, Austin Grimes and Corbin Grimes. 
Online condolences may be left for his family by visiting his obituary online at 
www.esterdahl.com. 
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Photos from our 2012 Annual 
Dinner at the QC Botanical Center 



Quad-Cities Genealogical 
Conference at Moline Viking Club 

April 2013 
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Quad-Cities Genealogical 
Conference at Moline Viking Club · 

April 2013 
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RICIGS Members Fred and Linda 
Polich attended the FGS 

Conference in Las Vegas, Nevada in 
May 2013 

Linda and Fred 
Polich 

Fred met a new 
Kauzlarich cousin! 

Keynote Address 



RICIGS Beginning Genealogy 
Workshops 2013 

Rock Island Coun ty IL Ge n ealogical Society 
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/ - ilbgsrim / 

. . 
: • Discover Your Heritage, • ~ 

The Rock llland County IL Genealogical Society : 
will 1ponaor four monthly cla11e1 to help you start • 

r eaearching your Family H latory. 

Saturday, July 20th (Reclater by July latl 
.. Let's Start at the Ve ry Beginning" 

Saturday, Auguat 17th (ReJiater by Auguat latl 
"Census, Military, and Record■ Galore" 

S&turday, September 21at (Reclater by Sept latl 
"Everyone Ha• a Story, Have You Told Yours?" 
Saturdn, October 19th (Reclater by Oct latl 

"Online Reaearch Tools" 

All claaaea will b e h eld at the Butterworth 
Education Center . 701~12th Avenue, Moltne, 

from 1 • 4 pm. 
Coat for each claaa la $5.00 lfree for RICIGS 
membera). Prepayment and registration la a 

MUST! Seating la limited •· Sign up today! 

Linda Polich (309-236-1985) ~ 
Qu .. tlons? Call ~ 

Linda Walker/309-786-6197) "Y..J 

_ Jul:10 _ Au& 17 _ sept:11 _ Oct 19 

Name ___________ _ 
Addreaa ___________ _ 
City/State/ZIP _ _______ _ 
Phone _______ ___ _ _ 
E-mall: _____ ______ _ 

Rock Jala nd Coun t y IL Genu loctca1 Society 
P. 0 , Box 3912, Rock Island, IL 61204-3912 

www.root1web.eom/-llb&1rlm 

. . 

. . 
• • . . 
• . 
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Photos from our Annual Dinner 
November 2013 

New Officers New Officers 

Attendees Attendees 

Entertainment 



RICIGS Members Linda Polich and 
Beth Hoffman attended a Civil War 

Era Field Embalming Demo in 
Orion, Illinois in March 2014 
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"A Taste of Genealogy" 
27 March 2014 

••••••••••••••••••• 
Rock Island County IL Genealogical Society 

~ presents: /} 

"ell eJG£te of GeneatOgJ~" 
Date: Thursday, March 27, 2014 
Time: 6:30 - 7:30 pm 
Place: Butterworth Center - Library Room 

11 OS-8th Street, Moline, IL 
Who Should Attend? Anyone who has an interest in researching their 

family history, but isn't really sure what genealogy is all about! 

Cost: FREE! But preregistration is required as seating is limited. 

To register, call Linda Polich (309-236-1985) or 
Lorraine Hathaway (309-78 7-1826). 

Deadline for registration: March 20, 2014 -· ................. . 



RICIGS Members Linda Polich and 
Phyllis Witherspoon attended the 
Swedish Easter Workshop at First 
Lutheran Church in Rock Island in 

April 2014 



Quad-Cities Genealogical 
Conference - April 2014 

Millie Kale - Center 
for Belgian Culture Full house - 200 

attendees 

Cupcakes to celebrate 
our 40th Conference! \ 
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Center for Belgian Culture has new home 
By Laura Anderson Shaw, landerson@qconline.com I 

Posted: Thursday, May 1, 2014 6:51 pm 
' MOLINE -- After a few months in limbo, the Center for Belgian Culture has a new home. 

It will open for the first time at 1 p.m. today at 1608 7th St., Moline, and will be open from 1 
to 4 p.m. every Wednesday, Friday and Saturday. 

On the first Saturday of every month, beginning this weekend, the center will be open from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Its monthly Belgian waffle breakfasts will be served from 7:30 to 11 a.m. at the 
Friends Circle Club Hall, 70118th Ave., Moline, two blocks south of the center's new location. 
Breakfasts are $6, including a drink. 

Health regulations require that the center have a commercial-grade kitchen to serve the 
breakfasts, and rather than installing one in the new location, members decided to use the 
kitchen at the nearby Friends Circle Club Hall. 

The center, which showcases the heritage of the Quad-Cities Belgian population, left the 
building it formerly rented at 712 18th Ave., Moline, at the end of last year after the building's 
owner claimed bankruptcy. 

"Even if a new owner came forward and brought the current building up to code, it would take 
too long," Kevin DeRoo, board president, said at the time. That building had foundation issues, 
a leaking roof and electrical problems. 
The center's "Belgian treasures" were packed into boxes in March, and were moved to and 
arranged at the new leased site in April, said Celie Donohue, of Moline, the center's museum 
curator. 

"We just want the whole community to be able to come and see what we have," Ms. 
Donohue said. 

Ms. Donohue said the new center offers a "good-sized area" that houses a museum; 
genealogy information; a gift shop, called Kleine Winkel, which is Flemish for "little shop"; lace 
makers; and more. 

The museum has displays on several topics, including beer, the Belgian game of rolle bolle and 
lace, Ms. Donohue said. 

The new center is handicapped accessible, and plenty of parking spaces are available behind 
the building, Ms. Donohue said. 

She said the center has been seeing a number of younger people coming in who are 
interested in learning more about their family's heritage. They are "wanting to know where 
Grandma or Grandpa came from," Ms. Donohue said. 
Younger folks also have been buying Lukken irons to make the Lukken cookies their relatives 
made years ago, Ms. Donohue said. 
"I've been amazed," she said. 

Moline boasts the second-largest concentration of Belgian population in the U.S., according to 
the cultural center's website, belgianmuseumguadcities.org. Belgians flocked to the region to 
farm and work in the area's factories in the mid-1800s to the early 1900s. 
The website states those settlers had an influence on the community through their ingenuity , I 
and work ethic, and brought with them sports such as rolle bolle, pigeon racing and bike ~ ~ , 

racing, as well as art, lace making and culinary skills. ~,'
1

.:;~~ 

The center will celebrate its new home with a grand opening from 1 to 4 p.m. Sunday, May ~ ~ 

"I ' ... 



Hanna Township restores Henry County's earliest gravestones ' . 

Lisa Hammer, rlhammer@qconline.com I Posted: Sunday, August 17, 2014 8:25 pm 

COLONA - Hanna Township Cemetery is stranded in rural Colona's Bullock Addition, with houses 
grown up around it. The former road up the hill to the cemetery off Quarry Road now is a woods. 
Some of the cemetery's dead were born in the 1700s. 
A grassed 100-foot easement leads between houses to the cemetery, a secluded, silent place. The 
cemetery was started by a church in nearby Cleveland and ultimately deeded over to the township. 
Last winter, township officials decided that if the cost wasn't too great, they wanted to restore 
gravestones at the cemetery. 

Ten stones were selected to be replaced this year - among them four from the Paddelford family. 
Township supervisor Jesse Crouch dug up the old stones in March. One still was frozen in the 
ground. 

Many members of the Hanna family, for whom the township is named, are buried there. Also there 
is George Brandenburg, whose name appears in many if not all early accounts of Henry County as 
t he proprietor of Brandenburg's Tavern at Colona Township - the county's first post office and first 
polling place where the settlers voted to form the county on June 9, 1837. 
Four Hanna brothers came to Henry County in 1835 from the area known as "Egypt" in southern 
Illinois, according to Henry Kiner's 1910 history of Henry County. Three of them -- Philip, Luke and 
Henry - settled "in the edge of the forest of Rock River near where Cleveland now is." 
An 1885 Chapman Brothers account from the Biographical Publishing Company, Chicago, notes 
three people gave a history of the county at the second annual Old Settlers meeting in 1876 with 
information they received from P.K. Hanna, George Brandenburg "and probably others." 
According to that account, a small party including the Rev. P.K. Hanna left Knoxville in June 1835 
and found the family of Dr. Baker living in a wagon in Colona Township near the mouth of the 
Green River. They followed the Black Hawk trail northeast to Phenix Township before heading 
home. P.K. Hanna made a second trip to the area the following month, and then brought his family, 
arriving Aug. 13, 1835, to become the first family to settle in Hanna Township and the fourth in 
Henry County. 

The same account states George Brandenburg came from Ohio on Sept. 9, 1835, to Hanna 
Township, but later went to Colona Township and laid out the town of Dayton in October 1836, 
building a log cabin and opening Brandenburg's Tavern. 
William Paddelford bought land in Hanna Township in early 1837 and settled in the fall. His children 
included James, who was sent to Andover and Colona schools and, later, a winter term at Moline, 
according to the 1885 Chapman Brothers account. The Paddelfords spent their first year there with 
Brandenburg, then farmed 160 acres. James Paddelford served 10 terms as township supervisor 
and in 1884 was elected state representative with 13,912 votes. 

(continued on next page) 



As the half-dozen volunteers worked to dig holes and lift the new stones alongside 
the faded, unintelligible ones which will be retained, Mr. Crouch explained the plan is 
to restore 10 gravestones each year. 
The township spent less than $100 each on the markers, getting a special deal from 
Geneseo Monument and Bronze. To fill in the blanks when they couldn't read stones, 
they used a list provided by the Henry County Genealogical Society, whose members 
had done a cemetery inventory in 1990. Mr. Crouch said even 25 years ago the stones 
were in better shape. The genealogical society's website provides directions to the 
cemetery with a helpful picture of the grassy easement that leads to it. 
Saturday's volunteers included road commissioner Bob Gramling, whose family 
practically lived local history in 1945 when they moved to a structure several miles 
from the site of Brandenburg's Tavern. Their home had been an early stagecoach stop 
in Hanna Township. 
"It's pictured in the 150th year Geneseo history book in two places," Mr. Gramling 
said. 
Everett Swanson paused with his shovel. "It's the history of the thing, and they're 
going to be lost." 
Kenney Atwell recalled one person for whom it had been too late. "Gene Ague, of 
Geneseo, came to me, and his grandfather was buried here. I talked to another man 
and he said, 'Yeah, I helped dig the grave,' but we could never find the location, and 
that's too bad." 
Mr. Crouch said the flat, broken stones are the township's top priority. "They're 
deteriorating the quickest," he said. "We want to get it back where you know who 
was here." 



Fall Flemish Fest 
14 September 2014 

Hosted by Center for Belgian Culture 

You never know where you will find a 
group of RICIGS Members! 

Linda Polich, Diane Lovell, Lorraine 
Hathaway, Dorothy Darland, Marilyn 

Mix, Phyllis Witherspoon 



"Echoes of Riverside Cemetery" 
28 September 2014 

RICIGS Member 
Kathleen Seusy 



SwedGen Tour at Augustana College 
12 October 2014 

This event was sponsored by the Swenson 
Swedish Immigration Research Center. 

Rock Island was selected as one of three 
locations that Swedish genealogists visited 

this year. 

RICIGS Member Linda Polich was one of 
18 attendees selected to have a one-on-one 
session with one of the three genealogists 

from Sweden! 



RICIGS Beginning Genealogy 
Workshops June 20 14 to 

October 2014 

Rock lslRnd County Illinois Genealogical Society 
is sponsoring another series of Beginning Genealogy 

closses in 2014! 
Junt JI. "Who Are V1X1rA11Ce1110n1nd Where Did They Come •·rom?" 

{Pt(lifl'H' Chan, lmmirr•tion. Pa,tir:n~, l,i,t•, N11ur■1iution) 
July 19 · "Whore nw Your AIIMUlrt l.il.-e?'"(Ct'ntUI and I.and R(-tonb) 

Aurint II• "AU Tbin11 Mllit1a1')' · Did Your Ant:et(m$en·t-.. 
SeptH lber If. "F:veryoiKI llu I Sl!J'r)' . H11vt You Toki Yoor,?'" 
Oetober 18 • 'Con1i11uintYour Rdfarch with Online ftetc:ll.lrtH" 

All claues are on Saturday afternoons from 
1:00 to 4:00 pm at the Butterworth Edue11tional Center, 

701 . 12th Avenue, Moline. 
Cost: 

$7 .00 P4}r class or 
$30,00 for all FIVE clasoe, or 
l'REE for RICIGS M•mbers! 

You muat preregister (or thcee cla1SC1, ea scatinr ia limilcd, 
Sign up tod11y with the form OOlowl 

Qu•stions? Call Linda Polich (309,236-1985) or 
Lorraine Hathawoi· (309-787 • 1826). 

4 ~ • • - - • • • "' • • • • • ••• 

_ All 5 daMea OR _ June _ July _Augu11 _Sept _ Oct 
RJCIGS mem~r? _Ytj _ No 

~:;r:s-.--------- - ---
~:;~~•tt'IZIP _________ _ 

F.mail: ___________ _ 

Send 1hit form, along with )'Ot1r ch~k ml\de pay11hlc to IUCIGS. 
10: Rock lil1ndC0unty lLGent!alogital Soclf!iy, 11. 0. Ho,: 3912. 

Rock h land, ll,61204-3912. 
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"An Afternoon of Research" 
co-sponsored by RICIGS and 
RICHS on 26 October 2014 

C: ~-----~ c0 
The Rock. lslMd Cout\t~ HistoricoJ Sodet~ 

OJ\d the 
Rock. lslOJ\d Cout\t~ ll ~et\eoJogicoJ Sodet~ 

it\Vite ~OU to 
"AN AFTERNOON OF RESEARCH" 

Pcde: Sut\dct~, October 2b, 2014 
Time: 1:00 to 5:00 pm 
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"An Afternoon of Research" 
co-sponsored by RICIGS and 
RICHS on 26 October 2014 

RICIGS member and 
RICHS Director Orin 
Rockhold assisting 
one of our guests 

RICIGS members 
Linda Walker and 

Gary Maxwell doing 
some newspaper 

research 

RICIGS members 
Beth Hoffman, Kim 
Doyle, and Marilyn 

Mix working on their , 
research ; 
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Elaine Vinzant is a former 
member of our Society. 

Is your child a son of a witch? Find out INZAf T 

By Elaine Vinzant I Posted on Quad-Cities Online: Tuesday, October 28, 2014 11:10 pm 
On a wintry day in February, 2012, when I opened my mail I was excited to find a certificate 
proclaiming me to be a "Life member of Associated Daughters of Early American Witches (ADEAW) 
by virtue of direct descent from Mary Bliss Parsons." When my son came home from work I told 
him that I am the daughter of a witch, therefore he must be a son of a witch. 
The purpose of ADEAW is to search and preserve the names of those accused of witchery in 
Colonial America, and to locate the living female descendants of all witches who were accused in 
the American colonies. I first heard about this organization at a Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR) meeting. 
A list of qualifying witches was distributed, and I recognized the name of one of my ancestors. I 
then forgot about it, but later when visiting the Silvis home of Kathy Carey I noticed an ADEAW 
coffee mug. Kathy told me she was currently the registrar for the group and encouraged me to join. 
After serving as registrar, she was elected president general of for a couple of years. 
It was mainly the latter 1600s when many women and a few men were accused of being 
witches. Some were burned at the stake. Others were hung, jailed, or were tried but acquitted. 
That was the case with my ancestor. She was arrested and acquitted twice. The accusations were 
mainly the result of an ongoing feud with another family. Her first trial was in 1656, then in 1675 
she was ordered to travel from Springfield, Mass., to Boston where she was imprisoned for 10 
weeks while awaiting t rial, then acquitted by a jury of 12 men. 
ADEAW is just one of dozens of Heritage Societies available to join if you can prove descent. That is 
just one benefit of genealogy as a hobby. The main reason is that you get to play detective, and you 
never know who may turn up on your family tree. It is much easier to search family history now 
than it was in t he past. While some people still hire genealogists or visit places their families once 
lived to check court records, visit cemeteries, etc., you can now do extensive research without 
leaving your home. Tons of information can be found on the internet. 
Some sites require a subscription, such as Ancestry.com. while others, such as RootsWeb.com. are 
free. You can even order DNA testing on line. 
We are fortunate in the Quad-Cities to have excellent resources on both sides of the river to help 
search your past. They can give you tips and tricks to help you avoid pitfalls and break through 
those "brick walls." The Rock Island County Illinois Genealogical Society library is located in the 
Rock Island County Historical Society library at 822 11th Ave., Moline. Or, contact the Scott County 
Iowa Genealogical Society, with vast resources in the downtown Davenport library. These 
organizations also offer classes, and can assist with your research. 
Another excellent venue is the Family History Center in Davenport. Volunteers are usually available 
to help you Tuesday through Saturday. Call (563) 386-7547 for address and hours. This is a branch 
of the prestigious Family History Library in Salt lake City, started by the Church of latter Day Saints 
in 1894. . I 
I hope I have inspired you to start digging for your roots. Have fun adding leaves to your family /4si 
tree! ''· 



Genealogy Society workshop on sharing 
family stories 

Press release submitted by Brian "Fox" Ellis, Fox Tales International 
Posted: Thursday, November 6, 2014 10:57 am 

The Holidays, with all of the family gatherings, is a great cha nce to get 
together to collect and record family history. The Henry and Stark County 
Genealogy Societies are teaming up to host a workshop with storyteller, 

author and historian Brian Fox Ellis to help you do just that. 

Mr. Ellis will entertain and inspire workshop participants by telling a few of 
his family stories and helping folks to write their own at the Bishop Hill 
Welcome Center from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm, Saturday, November 22nd. 

The workshop title says it best, "On Beyond Genealogy", moving beyond the 
research and turning notes into stories. Once someone has collected family 

bibles and obituaries, and surfed Ancestry.com, the question arises: How do 
you translate this list of names and dates into tell-able tales? This workshop 

will walk you through the steps of telling and writing stories to keep our 
ancestors' memories alive. Everyone has a story to tell. This workshop will 
help you find ways to pass on this deep sense of who we are and where we 
come from. These stories can become the foundation for a book that is a 

legacy for generations to come. Fox will a lso present lessons on narra tive and 
poetic writ ing styles to bring family lore to print, and a primer on what you 
need to know to self-publish your family history. Participants are asked to 

bring paper, pencil, 5 of their favorite family photographs, and a family tree if 
you have one. Come to listen and come to tell! Advance registration is 

required. Seating is limited. 

The presenter, Brian "Fox" Ellis, presents dozens of family literacy 
programs across the country every year. He is the author of more than 100 
magazine articles, 12 CDs and 16 books, including the acclaimed children's 
picture book, The Web at Dragonfly Pond, (Dawn Publications 2006) a true 

story about fishing with his father. 

The fee for the program is just $25 for adults, or $15 for students, p lus $10 
for lunch from Bishop Hill's Filling Station E-mail Sharon at larshar63@gmail. 
com to register. Send checks to HCGS ? Sharon Perkins 7885 W Osceola Rd 

Neponset, IL 61345. l 



(From Quad-City Times newspaper, Monday, 10 November 2014) 

Veterans honored with quilts in Rock Island 

(Kitty Humphrey is our 
Society's Vice President 
2014-2015) 

Kl/ty H<1mphrev of ,~,Ian ·ecem1y tetired from /he Anny airer a 3-0-yeB' career 1v,th boh the Mannes and tl'e Army. 

Rock Island resident Beth Ater couldn't hold back tears Sunday as 
she recalled the years she held her breath every time there was a 
knock at her door. 

Ater's three sons, Matt, Michael and Jared, all served tours in the 
Middle East at different times throughout the last decade, but 
now they're all back home in the Quad-Cities. 
"There was not a lot of communication, so we watched the news 
constantly," said Ater, whose husband, Rick Ater, also served in 
the Army in the 1970s. "But they're home safe now, and it's 
great." 

On Sunday, Ater's sons and more than two dozen other Quad­
City veterans from World War II to the Iraq War and the War in 
Afghanistan received handmade quilts for their service at the 
second annual Quilts of Valor presentation at the Quad-City 
Botanical Center in Rock Island. 

(continued on next page) 



More than 120 veterans, friends and family members shared stories - not all happy - tears, 
hugs and laughs throughout the presentation. 
Before the presentation of quilts, organizers warmed up the crowd with excerpts from Robin 
Williams' "I Love Liberty," where he portrays the American Flag, and comedian Red Skeleton's 
interpretation of "The Pledge of Allegiance." 
As attendees recited the pledge in unison, Lyle Zugg, 83, put one hand to his forehead as he 
saluted the American Flag, while his left hand rested on his wooden cane. 
"I've been doing that for years," said Zugg, who received a quilt Sunday for his service in the Air 
Force during the Korean War. "No one ever knew we were gone, and nothing happened when 
we got back. It's still tough." 
Terry Austin, the local representative for Quilts of Valor in the Quad-Cities, hugged all the 
veterans before volunteers wrapped them in their personal quilt and said the hours spent 
designing patterns on each quilt symbolize one way to honor those who may not have ever 
received a "thank you" for their service. 
"They put their life on the line for us, and because of them we're doing what we're doing 
today," said Austin, who added 10,000 Quilts of Valor volunteers nationwide have pieced, 
quilted and bounded 108,000 quilts in the last 11 years. 
Local volunteers, many of whom are involved with the Mississippi Valley Quilters Guild, design, 
cut fabric and piece together about 100 quilts for Quad-City veterans each year, Austin said. 
"Don't tell me what we do is not important," she told the crowd. 
Fighting back tears, volunteer Deb Kopacz, of Davenport, said Sunday's presentation "makes me 
want to go home and 'burn' more thread." 
Kopacz said her father-in-law was a prisoner of war during World War II, which motivates her 
involvement. 

"He was a very quiet man, and he never spoke about the atrocities he suffered in the war," she 
said. "I do it to honor him." 

Sporting a navy blue dress suit and an American Flag scarf, Milan resident Kitty Humphrey, 50, 
enlisted in the Marines when she was 19 years old and recently retired from the Army. 
Humphrey said former U.S. Rep. Lane Evans, whose funeral is Monday, encouraged her to enlist 
when the two rode the bus together in Rock Island. 
"This is my closure to my military career," said Humphrey, who noted she suffered from post­
traumatic stress disorder throughout her years in the service. "I served my country with great 
pride and loyalty, and this helps me close the door and move forward." 
Rick Ater, 58, who served stateside in the Army from 1975 to 1978, said he also worried a lot 
about his sons when they were gone, but made it clear that he couldn't be more proud of 
them. 
The family's youngest veteran, 24-year-old Jared Ater, served in the Marines from 2007 to 
2013, including one tour in Afghanistan. 
"It was just something we all wanted to do," Jared said. "I don't think we ever looked at it as a, It 
tradition, but I guess that's what it became." 



9locli J~f.a1td Co.u,tty Jlli,uu~ ~iealo.gical SociettJ 
a,uiual ~1i1ute1t JJ leeti1t9 

.A{°'iday, \otte1nk-t IC, 2C/4 
QC Botanic.al Center 

2525 - 4th Avenue, Rock Island, Illinois 
Doors open at 5:30 pm - Dinner served at 6:00 pm 

Buffet Menu: Catved Han1, Chicken in Creamy Herb Sauce, 
Grandn1a s Green Beans, Rosema1y Potatoes, Fresh Avit, 

Pasta Salad Vinaigrette, Pea Salad, Tossed Salad with 
two dressings, Rolls & Butte,; Dessett (assorted cakes) 

Cost: $20.00 per person (includes tax and gratuity) 
Agenda after dinner: 

I nstallat ion of 2015 Officers 
Program will be provided by Gretchen Small, Program Director at 

Butterworth Center - topic is A Victorian Christmas. 
Reservations accepted through October 28, 2014. 

For addit ional information, call Shay Elliott (563-381-8185). 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Name: -------------------

Address: -------------------
City/St ate/ZIP--------------

Amount Enclosed $ _____ No. of Reservations __ 
Additional Names ---- - - - ---- -----

PI ease make checks payable to Rock Island County Illinois 
Genealogical Society (RICIGS) P. 0. Box 3912, Rock Island, 

IL 61204-3912 



RICIGS Annual Dinner - 10 November 2014 



Lois Jackson was a 
member of our Society. 

Lois Allene Erickson Jackson, 87, formerly of Rock Island, passed away Tuesday, 
Nov.11,2014. 

Service and visitation location have been changed. Funeral services will be held at 
10 a .m . Saturday, Nov. 15, at St. John's Lutheran Church, Rock Island. Visitation 

will be held one hour prior to the services at the church. Memorials may be made to 
St. John's Lutheran Church, Rock Island. Burial will be in Chippiannock Cemetery, 

Rock Island, where four generations are buried. Online condolences may be 
expressed at hodgsonfuneralhome.com. 

Lois was born March 20, 1927, in Rock Island. She lived on the same street all of 
her life. Her parents were Emil P. and Mabel R. Bollinger Erickson. 

She attended Rock Island Public Schools, played in the school bands and graduated 
from Rock Island High School and Rock Island Business College. She attended night 

school at Augustana College and played French horn for two years in that 
symphony orchestra and for one year also played cornet in the band. 

She was employed at the former International Harvester, Farmall Works, Rock 
Island, and occasionally worked at the former Boot Hobby Shop in Rock Island. 

Lois married Thomas M . Jackson on Dec. 15, 1946, at St. John's Lutheran Church 
in Rock Island, where she was a lifelong member. She was a member of the former 

Two-by-Two Couples Club and the Ageless Group of the church, serving as 
coordinator of the group for four years. In early years, she taught Sunday school 

and helped with the junior choir. 

She served as den mother in the Boy Scouts of America for six years. 

Lois was also a member of the Blackhawk Genealogical Society of Rock Island and 
Mercer County, Quad Cities Computer Club, Keystone Neighborhood organization, 

Community Caring Conference and Coalition of Rock Island Home Owners. 

She enjoyed needlecraft, photography, genealogy (having collected data, written and 
printed 11 volumes of her and her husband's lines), traveling, hiking and her pets, 
but the shining spot in her life was her husband, children, grandchildren, great­

grandchildren, friends and being sustained by her abiding faith in God. 

She is survived by her sons, Robert W. Jackson and wife Sheila, Moline, and Murrell 
R. Jackson and wife Diane, Reedsburg, Wis.; two grandchildren, Thomas R. Jackson 
and wife Mackenzie, Moline, and Emily M. Clack and husband Matt, Playa del Rey, 

Calif.; great-grandchildren, Brenden H. Jackson and Alex R. Jackson, both of 
Moline; and special lifelong friends, Mary Allis Snowden, Rock Island, and Margaret 

Wadsworth, Rock Island. 

She was preceded in death by her husband and parents. 



Mercer County documents join world-wide 
genealogical site 

Posted: Friday, December 26, 2014 7:29 pm 
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ALEDO - The tattered , old document in the Mercer County Courthouse opened a small 
window of one man's life. 

His name was William Morrison, 32. A native of Scotland, he traveled across the Atlantic on 
th e steamship Caledonia more than a century ago. 

According to his naturalization papers, Mr . Morrison arrived on Ellis Island and declared h is 
intentions to become a United States citizen. The papers, certifying his arrival , note that Mr. 

Morrison would live in Matherville, Ill. 

He was a coal miner. 

His is just one of the thousands of documents Mike and Viola Walter, of Manhattan, Kan., 
have spent months researching a nd preserving. As par t of FamilySearch, th ey are one of 275 

couples around the world providing digital imaging of probate estate files along with 
naturalization records. 

In 2013, Mercer County Circuit Clerk Jeff Benson signed an agreement with FamilySearch. 
The genealogical organ ization has digitally captured images of the county's probate records 

from 1840 to 1930. 

Th ey will be available online for anyone seeking information on their ancestors, likely in the 
coming months. Last February, Steve and Jill Guymon , of Utah, also a part of 

FamilySearch , arrived and started the p roject. In September, the Walters took over. 

FamilySearch is a genealogy arm of the Church of J esu s Christ of Latter-Day Saints. Free 
access to the records is open to anyone. k'\ 

,, I 'f'1 

All told , the cou ples captured, via digital imagin g, documents of more than 4,000 Merc~r ,, 
County deaths from 1840 to 1930 from the county's probate records, along with picture I. 1 

_ 

more than 225,000 probate and naturalization documents. 1 _ ,.. 
'I • 



Mercer County documents join world-wide 
genealogical site 

Posted: Friday, December 26, 2014 7:29 pm 

(continued) 

The Mercer County Historical Society also contributed countless hours assisting on the 
project. 

"I signed a contract at no cost to the county," Mr. Benson said. "My office got a lifetime 
preservation of those very old and fragile records that are corroding. What we gained from it 

was for those records to be preserved for eternity because they are digitally imaged." 

Mr . Benson said h is office also is being provided with hard drive copies of the probate and 
· naturalization records FamilySearch has imaged. 

Probate documents are court records of a person's belongings, Mr. Benson said, adding that 
it's one of the steps in administering the estate of a deceased person. 

The yellow and brown papers, many from more than a century ago, describe the deceased 
giving away cows, tracts of land, bushels of corn. 

"In this document from 1930, we've got Jersey cows, a bull, a harness, a corn planter," Mr. 
Walter said . 

In one document from 1920, a Mercer County man is given guardianship of fou r children. 
The children's names are listed in the probate file. Mr. Walter said for those researching 
family h istories, it can be a small, or large, piece of a puzzle that puts together a past. 

"This project is very important," Mercer County Historical Society president Bill Bertrand 
said. "A good portion, between a third and half of the people, come through our museum for 

genealogical research. 

"Now, all of that is on film. A lot of t imes, the files are just scraps of papers. Sometimes, it's 
IOU's from people trying to get something from the estate. A lot of times, it's a ridiculously 

small amount, like he owed me 35 cents." 

Ms. Walter said 35 cents likely went a long way in 1840. 

Mr. Bertrand said signatures also are important, validating a relative for researchers viewing 
the probate records. 

In the coming months, those searching for family roots in Mercer County can go to the 
FamilySearch .org website and access the records without going to the courthouse basement j 

and searching through drawers and drawers of old documents. 

-~' 
"We feel this is important work," Ms. Walter said. "Everybody knows this is important. This . 

way, you can find who you belong to." 
I 

Mr. Walter agreed. "We're trying to preserve our heritage and connect to our families. We like 
to know the source from whence we came." ,,/, 

The Walters moved onto to Bureau County this week to con tinue their work .'1 
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