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State archivists removing/storing Rock Island County coroner's records

By Anthony Watt, awatt@qconline.com | Posted: Thursday, April 16, 2015 6:26 pm

ROCK ISLAND -- Go to the top of the Rock Island County Building and step inside the attic. Ignore the
clutter of dusty curiosities and find a stair. It isn't far. Climb them to the platform above, and you will find
a place where the county's dead can be remembered.

There are rows of dark metal drawers, their color indeterminate in the wan glow from a giant skylight, and
there the county keeps coroner’s office records all the way back to the 19th century.

Thursday, Barbara Heflin and Karl Moore, supervisors of the Illinois Regional Archives Depository
System, toiled there, collecting coroner records from 1876 to 1988 so they could be moved to Western
Illinois University's Macomb campus for more secure storage and archiving.

Brian Gustafson, the county coroner, is concemed about them getting damaged, they said.
"That skylight is leaking water,” Ms. Heflin said.

The depository system, also known as IRAD, is a branch of the Illinois Secretary of State's Office tasked
with storing records from local government bodies, they said. These can include meeting minutes and vital
records of births, deaths, marriages and divorces.

Local government records are valuable for research, both historical, statistical and genealogical, they said.
IRAD keeps them in archives at several state university campuses, including Western's Macomb campus.

Anyone can get access to the records either in person at one of IRAD's archives, or by mail or the Internet,
Ms. Heflin said.

The work through the years has uncovered some interesting documents, they said.
"We have John Deere's will," Mr. Moore said.

It is written in green ink, they said. His wife's is written in red.

Barbara Heflin is supervisor of the Illinois
Regional Archival Depository System.
Thursday moming she and an associate
were in the Rock Island County Building
attic, collecting coroners' files dating from
1876-1988, in part to prevent the records
from becoming water-damaged by a
leaking skylight. Thirty-five boxes already
have been taken to Western Illinois
University, Macomb campus, where the
records will be stored after interns
document and index the contents.

Of the Rock Island County Coroner’s Office records, they'd already moved many of the older documents earlier this year. Thursday, they were collecting a

final load of records from the 1970s and 1980s. They were planning to ship them today to Western.
"We're probably going to take another 10 or 15 boxes," Ms. Heflin said.
They also will be taking out coroners' logbooks, which also hold information, she said.

One cardboard box had a single row of slim, gold-colored envelopes in it. On each envelope was a date from the 1970s, a name and a cause -- heart

disease, a skull fracture, a gunshot to the mouth.

They said they try not to pay too much attention to the stories coroner records tell. It can be distracting and slow them down.

It also can be gruesome or sad. Some of the envelopes include evidence from the coroner’s juries. These can be pictures from a scene or something more

tangible.

"I just ran across an envelope with two bottles of pills in it,” Ms. Heflin said.
Others might include last messages from the deceased, they said.

"You'll find suicide notes,” Mr. Moore said.




The 415t Quad-Cities Genealogical Conference
was held on Saturday, April 25, 2015 at the Viking
Club in Moline, lllinois. Over 220 genealogists
attended.

What made this conference unique was that the
speaker — David Rencher, Chief Genealogical
Officer of Family Search Library in Salt Lake City
—is a cousin to Diane Lovell, Lorraine Hathaway,

and Pat Friese. Diane and Lorraine are RICIGS
members.
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EXHIBITORS AND CONTRIBUTORS

Michiana History Publications (John Palmer)
Fun Stuff for Genealogists (Bev Palmer)
Roots2Leaves (Joan Kitchen Murray)
Rock Island County IL Genealogical Society
Scott County IA Genealogical Society
Henry County IL Genealogical Society
Scott County IA Historical Society
Daughters of the American Revolution
Daughters of the Union
The Swenson Center
ArkivDigital (Kathy Meade)
Davenport Library Special Collections
Davenport IA Family History Center
Mercer County Historical Society
Center for Belgian Culture
German American Heritage Center

Remember Your Life Video (Steve Trainor)

Scott Hoffman, Financial Advisor — Thrivent Financial

Matthew Casillas, CPCU, State Farm Agent
Total Maintenance, Inc.

THANK YOU

The Quad Cities Genealogical Conference Committee appreciates your

support and cooperation that make a conference of this stature possible.

Your attendance is more than adequate compensation for the time and
effort we devote to arranging this conference.

2015 Chairperson Len Stevens
Exhibits and Door Prizes  Beth Hoffman
Treasurer Pat McCoy
Hospitality Liz Casillas
Mailing Labels Jim Hayes
Registration Dean Arney
Brochures Linda Polich
Publicity Jean Wistedt

Len Stevens, Chris lossi & Coky Powers

41st ANNUAL
QUAD CITIES

GENEALOGICAL
CONFERENCE

Saturda
April 25, 2015
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Viking Club of Moline

1450 - 41st Street
Moline, Illinois

Sponsored by
Scott County Iowa
Genealogical Society
and
Rock Island
County Illinois
Genealogical Society



Featured Speaker
David E. Rencher

David E. Rencher, AG, CG, FIGRS, FUGA, is employed by the Family
History Department in Salt Lake City as the Chief Genealogical Officer
for FamilySearch. A professional genealogist since 1977, he was
accredited in Ireland research in 1981. He graduated from Brigham
Young University in 1980 with a B.A. in Family and Local History. He is
the Irish course coordinator and instructor for the Samford University
Institute of Genealogical and Historical Research (IGHR) in
Birmingham, Alabama. He is a past-president the Federation of
Genealogical Societies (FGS) 1997-2000 and of the Utah Genealogical
Association (UGA) 1993-1995 and a Fellow of that organization. He is
vice-president of the International Society for British Genealogy and
Family History and an instructor for the British Institute.

NO TAPE RECORDING PERMITTED OR CELL PHONE USE
ALLOWED WHILE THE SPEAKER IS PRESENTING.

Please return to your seat by the scheduled time as a
courtesy to our speaker and other attendees — thank you.

Program Schedule
Saturday, April 25, 2015

8:00 - 8:50 a.m.
Registration and opportunity to browse through the Exhibits

8:50 - 9:00 a.m.
Welcome and Announcements

9:00 - 10:05 a.m.

From Ulster to Virginia and the Carolinas

This session discusses the migration of the Ulster Scots from Northern
Ireland to the Americas; particularly their migration into the Carolinas
and the social history, migration, and background that surrounded their
exodus from the Old World to the new one.

10:25 - 11:30 a.m.

Mining the Destination Data

Using all of the data available to determine the number of touch points
needed to successfully identify your emigrant ancestor using an Irish
example. Comparative analysis yields clues that may not be identifiable
in any other manner.

11:30 - 1:00 p.m.
Lunch and Browsing

1:00 - 2:00 p.m.

Introduction to Irish Internet Sites

The Internet has created an explosion in Irish genealogy. More relevant
materials are being added each day. This session introduces the
participant to the host of established Internet sites and some of the
newest sites that are becoming bedrock sources for conducting research
in lreland.

2:25 - 3:25 p.m.

Effective Use of the Family History Library Catalog

The Family History Library Catalog (FHLC) has many hidden secrets.
Learn how the material is organized to get the most from the catalog.
Determine which search engines are the most effective for specific
information you are seeking.

3:25 - 3:45 p.m.
Closing Remarks



Jim Hayes was a valued board member of
our Society. He will be greatly missed.

| Obituary for James Hayes
James E. Hayes, 63, of Rock Island, IL, died Wednesday, April 29, 2015, at home.

A memorial service will be held at 10 a.m. Tuesday, May 5, 2015, at Esterdahl Mortuary
& Crematory, Ltd., 6601 38th Avenue, Moline. Visitation will be from 4 to 6 p.m.
Monday, May 4, 2015, at the funeral home. Per his wishes, cremation rites have been
accorded and inurnment will be at Rock Island Memorial Park. Memorials may be made
to St. John’s Lutheran Church in Rock Island.

James was born on September 25, 1951, in Great Bend, KS, the son of Glenn Edward
and Mary Margaret Simpson Hayes. He graduated from Kansas State University and
married Debi Tuman on June 6, 1981, in Milan, IL. He was an office worker at TACOM for
the Rock Island Arsenal for 32 years, retiring in June of 2008.

In his younger years, James was a former Little League coach and Cub Master. He was a
past member of the Rock Island Historic Society and a member of the Rock Island
County Genealogy Society.

Survivors include his loving wife, Debi

Sons Joshua Hayes Lawton, OK

Zachary Hayes Rock Island, IL

Siblings Mary Lou (Mike) Hickel Salina, KS

Sally (Jennifer Lawburgh) Hayes Columbia City, IN
Greg (Rosa) Hayes Guadalajara, Mexico

Tom (Kim) Hayes Derwood, MD

Judy Parli Glenpool, OK

Several nieces and nephews

He was preceded in death by his parents.
The family wishes to send a special thank you to Dr. Garneau and his staff, Trinity Home
Hospice, especially Jamie, and the staff at Thomas Jefferson Elementary in Milan for

their support.

Memories may be shared online by visiting esterdahl.com.




Note: Our Society donated $100 to this project.

July 24, 2015
Local scout helps restore one
of area's oldest cemeteries

Noah Kelly, 16, of Boy Scouts of America Troop 109 out of Moline,
stands by the new fence he helped install around the Pioneer
Cemetery in Rock Island, as part of his Eagle Scout project on July
11, 2015.

Continued on next page ...
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ROCK ISLAND -- A cemetery is usually a quiet, solemn place.

On July 11, though, the Dickson (Pioneer) Cemetery at Black Hawk
State Historic Site was filled with volunteers supporting a local
scout with a big project in mind.

Sixteen-year-old Noah Kelly, of Rock Island, loves history, and knew
cleaning up one of the oldest cemeteries in the Quad-Cities was
the perfect service project to help him earn the rank of Eagle
Scout.

“I wanted to do a project for Black Hawk Park since | love the park
so much,” the Alleman High School junior said. “While | was
discussing with the ranger some ideas, a few scouts suggested the
cemetery. | knew of it, but | didn't realize how bad of shape it
really was in.”

Known as the area's oldest non-Native American cemetery, most
of the stones have toppled over or disappeared. Many walking
through the park may not even know the cemetery exists.

“The cleanup went really well; better than expected,” Noah said.
“We were able to install a wooden split-rail fence that was
approximately 200-feet-long on the west side of the cemetery. We
were also able to clear the entirety of a big brush pile in the
southwest corner of the cemetery.”

Continued on next page ...
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Even though it was rainy that day, Noah had more than 35 people
come and work. He is thankful for the help.

During the last six months, Noah has collected donations, and he
used the money to purchase supplies for the fence. The fence will
set the cemetery apart from the rest of the park.

“It's tremendously gratifying to have helped our area's history,”
Noah said. “I think the Quad-Cities has a rich and interesting
history that very few people know about, and | hope this project
helps people discover new and interesting facts about the Q-C.
"It's not every day you have the opportunity to restore the oldest
non-Native American cemetery in the Quad-Cities. Ultimately, my
goal was to show people that this isn't just a little field in Black
Hawk Park; this is a part of our history, and these people deserve
honor and respect.”

Noah also has raised money to install a professional sign which
will tell the history of the cemetery and explain whose remains
are buried there. Noah says his work is almost complete.

“As soon as the sign is done with being made and shipped, we will
put it in, and then my work with the cemetery is finished,” Noah
said. “However, the cemetery could continue to have repairs

and other projects done on it, so my hope is that other scouts and
volunteers will come along and continue working on the
cemetery.”




Rock Island County IL Genealogical Society
is sponsoring “Climb Your Family Tree”
a 3-part series of classes on:

Saturday, July 25"
Saturday, August 29
Saturday, September 26"

Topics covered will include Vital Records,
Immigration, Naturalization, Federal Census,
Military Records, Online Genealogy, and
Writing/Publishing your Family History.

All classes will be held at the Butterworth
Educational Center, 701-12" Avenue, Moline, from
1:00 to 4:00 pm.

Cost:
RICIGS members - free Nonmembers - $30

Reglstratlon deadline for the series is J
Seating is limited - fill out the form below, and mail it wlth
your check today!

Name:

Address:

Phone:

E-mail:

RICIGS Member? Yes___ No

Mail this form, along with your check made payable to RICIGS, to: Rock Island
County IL Genealogical Society, P. O. Box 3912, Rock Island, IL 61204-3912




attering cremated remains becomes an issue for cemeteries

" By Dawn Neuses, dneuses@qconline.com | Posted: Friday, August 7, 2015 10:36 pm

Local cemetery administrators are concerned that people are scattering cremated remains in cemeteries or burying them without notifying the cemetery.
It's illegal, even if the deceased person has bought a space for burial there.

In 2010, the state of Illinois began requiring cemeteries to record and report every burial, including the location, depth and other information. If the
cemetery doesn't know about a scattering or burial, that information can't be reported.

Ilinois law allows a person to scatter cremated remains on private property with the permission of the property owner, but the property owner must
register the land as a cemetery and record all burials. It's illegal to scatter remains in a waterway.

Todd Slater, Moline's cemetery sexton, said workers have found cremated remains on grave sites.

Once a worker saw a group of people gathered around a plot and, when they left, the worker saw that the ground had been disturbed, as if they had
conducted a burial service there, Mr. Slater said.

People have asked to install a stone in a family plot for someone Mr. Slater has no record of being buried there. Monument companies also have called to
ask where a stone is located so they can inscribe a death date for a person Mr. Slater has no records for.

He said he doesn't have a firm number on how many people have scattered or buried cremated remains at the cemetery. "It does happen, but you don't
know to what degree unless you catch them."

Gregory Vogele is administrator of four local cemeteries: Chippiannock, Calvary, Lutheran and Rose Lawn. He estimated workers find cremated remains
about three times a year at each cemetery. "There may be others we didn't find," he said.

"Statewide, it's a much larger number,” Mr. Vogele said. "The state has a database tracking every burial. The cremation rate in Illinois is about 42 percent.
Eleven percent of those remains make it to a cemetery and get recorded. The big question is, where is everyone else?"

He said when they find cremated remains, they contact the family. "Sometimes, the family member will say they didn't know they couldn't do that. More
often, families say they have no idea who it is.”

Mr. Slater said a person doesn't buy a grave site, they buy the right to be buried at the site. The land remains the property of the cemetery. "People believe
they own the grave, and some think they can put whatever they want there. In some cases, it might be innocent, but some people just want to avoid the
cost."

Moline charges $500 to open and close a grave to bury cremated remains. Mr. Slater said it's expensive, but is based on what it costs to maintain and
operate the cemetery.

All people buried in a cemetery should share the cost, he said. "It's not about the size of the hole, it's about keeping the cemetery open.”

Mr. Vogele likened illegal scattering or burial to theft of service. "Cemeteries are here to provide a service to families and we can't do that unless we have
an income flow," he said. "The biggest challenge cemeteries have now is helping people understand cemeteries have a purpose and are important.”
Cemeteries record a person's life and death, records often sought by family members and others interested in genealogy. "I think everyone deserves to
have their life recorded somewhere,” Mr. Vogele said.

Cemeteries are required 1o exist forever. There always will be a neutral place family members can go 1o visit the people they care about, he said.

‘When a cemetery finds cremated remains scattered or buried without consent, they're required by law to call the police so the remains can be tumned over
to the coroner to determine what happened to the deceased, Mr. Vogele said.

Cremated remains are not ashes, but bone fragments. All bodies are tagged prior to cremation, which can help identify the person.




(Note: Many of our RICIGS members are also
members of the Q-C Computer Society.)

For more than 30 years, Q-C Computer Society has helped members master
technology

By Roberto Hodge, rhodge@qconline.com | Posted: Sunday, August 9, 2015 7:17 pm
MOLINE — On the first Monday of the month, a group of people ages 50 to 85 meet to discuss the ins and
outs of advancing technology.

The Quad-Cities Computer Society formed in 1983 as the Osbome User Group with eight members. In the
late '80s, they changed the name to the Quad Cities All Computer Users Group after merging with an IBM
group, and switching to Microsoft computers.

In the early '90s, they changed their name to the Quad-Cities Computer Society and became a non-profit.

President Judi McDowell said they had as many as 800 members at one time, but when Internet usage
increased and people found their questions easily available online, membership declined.

"That was our heyday," she said.

Now, the group has a steady membership of about 150 who meet to discuss everything from computing to
digital photography and the Internet.

Ms. McDowell said the group reaches out to people who didn't grow up with computers but want to learn
how to use them to better "communicate with grandchildren and younger adults.”

Pictured, trom lett, are Jim Kristan, leader
of the club's Beginner Special Interest
Group; Judi McDowell, group president;
As a way to keep up with growing technological trends, the group has "special interest groups,” or SIGs, to  and Larry Stone, leader of the Personal
focus on specific issues or interests, such as digital media, Internet, Microsoft Word and genealogy. Computing Group.

The Internet has made it easy to access genealogy and other documents online.

Jim Kristan said when he joined the group in 1998, "I thought there'd be a whole bunch of young kids with tape on their glasses and I wouldn't fit in."
He said he learned that computers are very broad and change drastically but have many uses.

The club occasionally has guest speakers and presenters from computer industries such as Corel, which specializes in graphics and design. They also have
hosted Geeks on Tour, a husband and wife team who travel the United States in a recreational vehicle teaching computer seminars.

Over the next few months, they will host talks by Abbey Stokes, an author of technical books, photographer Gary Stanley; and Bruce Buzbee, a genealogy
expert.

Tova Cravens, 79, joined the group in 1984. She said people often ask her how she knows so much about computers, and she tells them, "I went to the
school of hard knocks and the university of trial and error.”

Membership fees for the group are $30 a year for an one person or $40 for a family. The group meets at 7 p.m. the first Monday of the month in the
Butterworth Education Center.

"As long as there are technological advances. and as long as we have members to lead and share their knowledge. we will continue to thrive," Ms.
McDowell said.
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Todd Mizener/tmizener@qconline.com

Rock Island County Sheriff's Capt. Ron Erickson and local
historian Doug Lambert stand in the Sheriff's Dept. garage where
the life-sized statue of a Union soldier that graced the top of the
Rock Island County Civil War memorial until July of 2014. It was
later placed into storage in December 2014.

Continued on next page ...

Note: Our Society donated
$200 to this project.

History, though cast in stone, fades with the

Posted: Saturday, September 5, 2015 7:21 pm

By Anthony Watt, awatt@gconline.com

ROCK ISLAND -- The time-worn stone on the
courthouse lawn stands its watch, guarding
the memories of 394 long-dead soldiers, all
Rock Island County men who gave their lives
in the war to preserve the Union.

Carved in the gray-white block in tight, rank-
and-file rows, the names have grown shallow
and faint, casualties of wind, rain and frost.
Some are broken into strange, uneven
syllables, marred by cracks that run deep in
the stone. A handful cannot be read at all.




The whole monument, several stone blocks
topped by a slender pedestal, is showing
signs of the fight. Other carved features, such
as sheathed sabers, are also losing their
detail. Papery, gray-green lichens have taken
root.

The life-sized statue of a Union soldier that
stood atop the pedestal when the memorial
was dedicated before a crowd of 30,000
people in April 1869 is gone, removed in
July 2014 and placed in storage.

"It does not have the grandeur it used to,"
said Doug Lambert, who is among those
working with the Rock Island County
Sheriff's Office, the Quad City Civil War
Roundtable and the Rock Island County
Historical Society to replace the decaying
monument.

Continued on next page ...




Rock Island County Sheriff"s Capt. Ron Erickson said the statue of the soldier cannot be
salvaged.

Created by sculptor Leonard Volk, it is heavily weathered. The stern, mustachioed face of its
soldier, the buttons on his clothes, the brim of his hat and his fingers are worn away or

eroding.
"He's melting. He's just melting, even though he's made of Italian marble,” Capt. Erickson

said.

The goal is to replace it with a bronze replica. The rest of the monument may be restored or
replaced with a new installation he said.

The group has raised $7,000 so far, but expects it will need $100,000 to complete the
envisioned work, Capt. Erickson said. The search is on for corporate sponsors and for help
from the public.

The hope is to have the project completed by 2019, in time for the 150th anniversary of the
monument's dedication, he said.

People or companies interested contributing money to restore Rock Island County's
monument to its Civil War dead can do so by sending the donations to the Rock Island Civil
War Soldiers' Monument Restoration Project at P.O. Box 3384,Rock Island, IL 61204.

Checks can be made payable to the Rock Island County Historical Society.




County's Civil War soldiers died in many
places and ways

The 394 Rock Island County men whose names grace the pedestal of the courthouse
memorial to Civil War dead met their fates on battlefields all over the country.

They also died from disease, drownings and
accidents, according to research by members
of the Quad-Cities Civil War Roundtable. In
about 117 cases, no cause of death has been
pinpointed.

Based on what is known, the worst day came
April 6, 1862, when 18 Rock Island Countians
were killed in action at Shiloh, Tenn., where
Illinois and Iowa men bore of the brunt of a
savage Confederate attack, but held until
reinforcements arrived to turn the tide on
April 7. An additional seven county men died
later of wounds incurred at Shiloh.

The battle of Pea Ridge, Ark., on March 7-8,
1862, was the county's second worst time. Six
county men were killed at Pea Ridge, and an
additional six suffered fatal wounds.

Doug Lambert, a member of the Roundtable,
and Dick Dulaney have dug into the history of
the men named on the stone.

Continued on next page ...




Based on the existing records, Mr. Lambert estimates that roughly 40 percent were listed
as combat deaths. Another 40 percent were recorded as disease deaths, but he suspects
many of those were men who died of complications from battle wounds.

How the final 20 percent of the men on the list died was not listed or was

unspecified. The "unknown" category likely also includes men killed in action, he said.
All told, Rock Island County sent slightly more than 2,400 men to the war

A number of the entries on his list are highlighted in red. These were men who either
were or are believed to be siblings or some other close relation. There are about 20 such
groupings on his list.

The researchers have uncovered additional details about some of the men, Eugene A.
Lyford, Levi D. Gere, Russell C. Philleo and Martin V. Allen among them.

Mr. Lyford, of Port Byron, was a student. Mr. Philleo and Mr. Allen, also from Port Byron,
were farmers. Mr. Gere was a Rock Island fireman. All four were in their 20s.

Mr. Gere and Mr. Philleo, of the 12th Illinois, both were killed in the fighting at Shiloh,
the two-day blood bath in 1862 that left 23,746 Union and Confederate soldiers dead,
wounded, missing and captured, according to records.

Other units of Rock Island County men also suffered heavily at Shiloh, Mr. Lambert's
research shows. Company E of the 43rd lllinois Infantry Regiment lost about a dozen
county men outright in the battle or because of wounds inflicted there.

Mr. Allen likely would not have known his Company D fellows were dead until months
later. Captured a few months before Shiloh, he missed that fight, Mr. Lambert said.

He was part of a prisoner exchange-- a common practice during the war -- returned to his
unit and would continue to fight until 1864, when he was killed in the battle of Allatoona
in Georgia, Mr. Lambert said.

Mr. Lyford might have known Mr. Philleo and Mr. Allen because they were all from Port
Byron.

Mr. Lambert said Mr. Lyford was studying medicine, but left school to join the army.

He signed up with the 88th lllinois on July 26, 1862, and was killed Dec, 31, 1862, in the
battle of Stones River, records state. Mr. Lyford's remains were brought home by his
family, which could afford to do so, Mr. Lambert said.

He is buried in Port Byron, his grave and those of family members marked by a tall
obelisk. The wording on the obelisk, like that of the courthouse monument, is worn in
places, but his name is legible. So is the name of the battle.

For most others, burial on or near the battlefield where they were killed was the norm,
Mr. Lambert said.

"(The courthouse) monument is the only monument those families had," Mr. Lambert
said. "That was it."




Editorial: Our great debt is not yet
paid, help restore Civil War memorial

Posted: Saturday, September 5, 2015 11:00 pm

Editorial: Our great debt is not yet paid, help restore Civil
War memorial The Dispatch and The Rock Island Argus
qconline.com

"It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the
unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so
nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the
great task remaining before us -- that from these honored
dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they
gave the last full measure of devotion -- that we here highly
resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain -- that this
nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom -- and
that government of the people, by the people, for the people,
shall not perish from the earth." -- Abraham Lincoln's
Gettysburg Address, Nov. 19, 1863

We doubt Mr. Lincoln, standing at the sight of the latest
horrific battle in our nation’s bloody Civil War, could ever
have envisioned a time when the memorials built to honor
the warriors who fought and died to keep our nation united
would fall into ruin.

Continued on next page ...




What he might say about the melting visage of the Civil
War hero who once stood on the Rock Island County
Courthouse lawn, for example, we can only imagine. He
also would no doubt be deeply grieved to see that the
names of native sons who fought and died on terrible
battlefields in such places as Shiloh and Vicksburg are
being washed away from a monument that also stands
naked of its Italian marble sentinel sculpted by renowned
artist Leonard Volk and placed there by a grateful
community to stand guard over this roster of local
heroes. What'’s left of the soldier, no longer able to watch
over the fallen because the elements have melted away
much of its visage, sits in a garage awaiting what comes
next.

Unfortunately, we lack Mr. Lincoln’s way with words, so
please accept our poor substitute as today we urge Quad-
Citians to answer the latest call to remember and honor
those whom Mr. Lincoln said “gave the last full measure
of devotion” more than 150 years ago.

If you missed it, take time to read reporter Anthony
Watt’s stirring account today of local heroes who died to
restore the union, the terrible condition of the
monument to honor them and those fighting to save it
for future generations.

Continued on next page ...
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5 Only think of the pride with which the 30,000 still-grieving

, county residents celebrated the dedication of this monument
to their Civil War dead in 1869. The county board voted to give
$1,500 to the project, but it was just a fraction of the $10,000
needed to complete it. John Deere was among the major
contributors. Many of those who had given their loved ones
also gave their dollars so the names of those carved there
would be remembered forever. Many of the families of the |
more than 300 who fell in the war and are listed there remain |
in the Quad-Cities today. The monument which sits at Rock 1‘
Island is the only one that bears the names of all the county’s
Civil War fallen.
There are legions of reasons to save it and restore it.
The only thing that stands in the way of its rebirth is money.
Though the county sheriff’s department is responsible for the
statue, it cannot afford to fix years of neglect. Neither can a
cash-strapped RICo government. Enter the folks behind the |
Civil War Soldiers’ Monument Restoration Project. That effort,
organized by the Rock Island County Sheriff’s Office with the
Rock Island County Historical Society and the Civil War
Roundtable Quad Cities Chapter, has raised $7,000 so far. An
estimated $100,000 is needed to complete the work. That
leaves a long way to go and a short time to get there if the
statue is to be rededicated by 2019, the 150th anniversary of
its original celebration.

Continued on next page ...




As the Daily Argus wrote on April 10, 1869 to celebrate
that event, “The monument, in its mute grandeur, will
attract administration and stir in its beholders a
generous patriotism and reference for our dead soldiery
so long as it shall be gazed upon by the citizens of a free
government.”

Sadly we have failed to fulfill that promise. But its not
too late to do so. Organizers need the help of corporate
sponsors, civic organizations and citizens to share
resources and ideas so that we can fulfill Mr. Lincoln’s
mission. Please, get involved and help us honor a
grateful nation’s debt.
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Meredith Peterson, President
R. . County Historical Society

Gerry Bustos,
R. I. County Sheriff

September 23, 2015

ROCK ISLAND COUNTY CIVIL WAR MONUMENT RESTORATION

Rock Island Genealogical Society
% Linda Walker

PO Box 3912

Rock Island, IL 61204

Dear Friends,

Thank you for your generous donation of $200.00 to the Rock Island County Civil War
Monument Restoration project. Because of donors like you, we will be able to restore this
historic monument which honors the men of Rock Island County who died in the Civil War. This
will assure that future generations will be aware of the sacrifices made by these men.

Sincerely,
Dick Dulaney, Co-Chairman

Ron Erickson, Chairman
Doug Lambert, Treasurer

Note: In accordance with the requirements outlined in section 170(f) (8) of the IRS Code, no
goods or services were given in consideration of this gift, therefore, 100 % of your gift stated
above is tax deductible. If you itemize deductions on your tax return, retain this
acknowledgement in your files to substantiate your charitable gift to the IRS.



Ken Plumb, along with his wife
Shirley, was a long-time member of
RICIGS.

Kenneth R. Plumb, 79, of Davenport, died
Saturday, Oct. 3, 2015, at Genesis West,
Davenport.

Services are 10 a.m. Wednesday at Runge,
Davenport. Visitation is 4-6 p.m. Tuesday at
the mortuary. Burial is 2 p.m. Wednesday at
Nichols Cemetery, Nichols, Iowa.

He was born April 29, 1936, in Iowa City, to
Steven A. and Gladys Kerr Plumb. He
married Shirley M. Braun July 1, 1962.

Surviving are his wife; sons, Kevin D. '
(Frances) and Alan J., both of Davenport; ‘
sister-in-law, Carole Plumb, Davenport; and
several nieces and nephews.




Former residents to be highlighted
in annual cemetery walk

In the past 18 years, the lives of more than 150 residents buried in
Moline's Riverside Cemetery have been portrayed by local actors.
This year, Echoes at Riverside is scheduled Saturday, Sept. 26 and
will highlight the lives of eight people who contributed to the
community and their families in various ways. Pictured from left
to right is Chuck White, who will portray his grandfather, Charles
Eldridge White, and The Rev. Roger Hungerford, who will portray
Frank A. Gustafson.

Continued on next page ...




MOLINE -- Rock Island County was built on the
dreams and determination of former residents who
worked hard to grow and thrive.

The lives and achievements of eight of those
residents will be highlighted Saturday, Sept. 26,
during the annual cemetery walk, Echoes From
Riverside.

In the past 18 years, the lives of more than 150
residents buried in the cemetery have been
portrayed by local actors.

The characters in order of appearance:

-- Frank A. Gustafson, 1870-1936, portrayed by The
Rev. Roger Hungerford. Born in Moline, Mr. Gustafson
rose from humble beginnings to become a successful
police magistrate. He was known for his
organizational and people skills and for his fairness
and honesty.

-- Hulda Anderson, 1889-1912, portrayed by Emma
Hujet. A young Swedish immigrant, Ms. Anderson
came to work as a domestic for a Moline family. After
two years, she caught typhoid and died in a hospital.
With no family here and few funds, she is buried in a
pauper's grave.

Continued on next page ...




-- Mattie Sophia White Poole, 1863-1948, portrayed by Jane Seusy. Born and
educated in Vermont, Ms. Poole moved to Moline in 1891 and used her artistic
talents and business savvy to run a successful art studio and china painting store in
downtown Moline. She was able to finance her own building on Fifth Avenue that
still stands today.

-- Charles Eldridge White, 1856-1927, portrayed by Chuck White. Working first as a
molder for Deere and Mansur, Mr. White used his experiences to design better
machinery for farming. He held 45 patents and later became a supervisor for the
company. Mr. White was an avid golfer and successful real estate developer.

-- Maria Eva White Darling, 1866-1958, portrayed by Dorothy White. After
graduating from Rock Island High School, she taught school until she married
William Darling, the Rock Island city engineer. She was a member of many
organizations and remained interested in education all her life.

-- Henry Peter Oakley, 1833-1893, portrayed by Dan Olson. After surviving many
adventures sailing on merchant ships, Mr. Oakley landed in New York and
eventually came to Moline. He was involved in various businesses, including a
grocery and working as a foreman for Deere and Mansur. He was a partner in the
Moline Ice Company, which cut and stored giant blocks of ice from the Mississippi.

-- John Strombeck 1851-1937, portrayed by Bob White. A cobbler all his life, Mr.
Strombeck was known for his workmanship and ability to mend worn footwear as
well as design and make new boots and shoes. He was father of the Strombeck
partners in the Strombeck-Becker Company which became a famous toy
manufacturer. He was also an ardent church leader.

-- DeWitt Clinton Dimock, 1820-1886, portrayed by Greg Swanson. After running
his own woodworking shop, Mr. Dimock joined his brother-in-law to launch the
Dimock and Gould Lumber Company. He helped establish an assembly line
production that increased production and cut costs. The company also pioneered
establishment of fire hydrants to help fight fires in downtown Moline.




Monday, October 19,2015 The Dispatch and The Rock Island Argus A3

et

The Mary Little Deere-Fort Armstrong Chapter of the Daughters of American Revolution continues to be a vital part of our commu-
nity. From left, Heather Shoesmith serves as chapter historian; Kitty Humphrey, is second vice reegent; Karin Ciaccio is 2015-2017

madam regent; and llene Correl and Linda Walker are past regents.

DAR chapter backs Q-C for 120-plus years

In a nation that occasion-
ally bounces outside the
beliefs and strengths that
made it what it is, there
remains a 120-year-old
constant.

The National Associa-
tion of The Daughters of
the American Revolution
is a vibrant and dedicated
organization with a deep
history of enriching our
nation. It features the The
Mary Little Deere-Fort
Armstrong Chapter of the
Daughters of American
Revolution, a wonderful
and guiding local example
of the DAR's deep and rich
commitment to a nation.

Nationally, the DAR can
proudly boast that more
than 930,000 women have
joined the organization
since it was founded Oct.
11, 1890, working to honor
America’s heritage while
making a difference in
their communities across
the country and the world.

Some 1,240,000 volunteer
hours have been worked by
DAR members in 2015,

On the home front, few
service organizations have
affected the well-being of
a community the way the
Mary Little Deere-Fort
Armstrong Chapter has the
Quad-Cities. The Moline
chapter organized on Jan.
6, 1894, with Mrs. Charles

—— JOHN MARX —

H. Deere being appointed
regent. In 1914, it was rec-
ognized as the Mary Little
Deere Chapter.

On Feb. 6, 1896, seventeen
women eligible for mem-
bership in the Daughters of

the American Revolution
met and organized the Fort
Armstrong Chapter.

For the betterment of the
community, the two com-
bined efforts in 1999, and
have been a successful and
driving force to support the
NSDAR and Ilinois DAR
goals and objectives under
one umbrella.

It continues to serve
youth, America’s future
through education, through
scholarships with local
high schools, and provide
support for local veterans
and veterans’ groups,

You can find the Mary
Little Deere-Fort Arm-
strong chapter assisting
Rock Island Arsenal Wives

in locating local World
Wart Il veterans.

It lends tremendous sup-
port to local long-term care
facilities and is responsible
for an award recognizing
an outstanding and local
high school ROTC partici-
pant.

It lends guidance and
support to our local Honor
Flight, the Stand Down
Project, Festival of Trees,
and the Campbell’s Island
Monument restoration.

The group works tire-
lessly to better our environ-
ment and leads a variety
of student essay programs
across the area. The

chapter is also responsible
for the John R. Cervantes
Scholarship, awarded each
year to a student at Moline
High School.

The Mary Little Deere-
Fort Armstrong Chapter
truly is an active, dedicated
and caring group.

“DAR is a valuable asset
to the community,” said
Madam Regent Karin
Ciaccio, representing the
Mary Little Deere-Fort
Armstrong Chapter. “We
strive to preserve our past
history and historical
monuments, promote pa-
triotism, especially in the
schools, educate our youth
about those who made this
country great, and honor

our veterans.”

There is no sign of
slowing with the Mary
Little Deere-Fort Arm-
strong Chapter.

Not a day passes that
it does not have a positive
impact on our communi-
ty, continuing a tradition
that began more than 120
years ago.

As a community, we
are fortunate have such
a vibrant and mindful
group at our side.

Columnist JOHN MARX can
be reached at 309-757-8388 or
jmarx@qconline.com.




(Dorothy Darland is a long-time member and

past president of our Society.)

Annual rummage
sale planned

in Rock Island

Iris Edwards, Steve Sheese
and Dorothy Darland, of 15th
Avenue Christian Church, 3600
15th Ave., Rock Island, are
ready for the church’s fall rum-
mage sale from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 23, and from 8 a.m.

to 2 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 24.
Items for sale will include cloth-




Volunteers begin restoration of Campbell's
Island monument

Todd Mizener/tmizener@gqconline.com

Delphia Skinner, of Moline, a member of the Daughters of the
American Revolution, works to clear heavy brush along the
Mississippi River Wednesday, November 4, 2015, on Campbell's
Island. A dozen members of Mary Little Deere-Fort Armstrong
and the Fort Armstrong Chapter of the Sons of the American
Revolution worked together to clear brush from the river view of
the Campbell's Island monument. The monument commemorates
a battle between U.S. soldiers and American Indians during the
War of 1812. The DAR is currently raising funds to help restore
the monument which was dedicated in 1908.

(continued on next page)

By Anthony Watt, awatt@qconline.com

Once, long ago, men fought and died amid
crackling musket fire on Campbell's Island,
and a small group of volunteers is now
working to keep the memory of those men
from fading.

In July 1814, during the War of 1812, a
detachment of United States regulars and
Illinois soldiers known as rangers traveled up
the Mississippi River by boat, according to
the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency. The
unit, commanded by Lt. John Campbell, was
attacked by a force of British-allied American
Indians led by the warrior Black Hawk as it
moved past the island. The day-long battle
was an American defeat, with about a dozen
federals and rangers killed.




A park on the southern end of the island,
facing toward Iowa, commemorates the
battle. Within is a stout granite obelisk
between 20 and 30 feet high. Built and
dedicated by the Daughters of the American
Revolution, the massive monument is more
than 100 years old and beginning to show its
age.

"Eventually, it will just all crumble and fall
apart if it's not maintained properly,” Karin
Ciaccio, chapter regent of the DAR's Mary
Little Deere-Fort Armstrong Chapter.
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