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Genealogical Digpetch
Society Formed %"

The Black Hawk Genea)ogica}
Society was formed Tuesday.

evening at a meeting in Moline

- Public Library and named Mrs.|
Joseph Normoyle of Rock Island|

asitsfirstxxaiimt;.

isopentoﬂ:e"

, pubhc the next meeting is|
scheduled for Oct. 24at7pm.l

jn the student umion at Black
Hawk College, Mnhne

Gerald Woods, Rock Island,

’ﬁrstvwepemdmt ws Ralph,

, recording

cal Society

mq& with the group and showed

Lenealonry Unit.

Surveys bourcea |
IO -

Members of thei ; ly.

formed Black Hawk Genealogi

held a meeting a*L

Black Hawk College Tuesday.

night. .

As part of theit meefing they

’visuedtbebeamngf{esources

Ceénter (LRC) to sufvey the,

j '.vm ‘sources available fOr

genealogical study.

. Mary Morrisey, special
mﬂbmrianatthemﬂege,

»émlbeuofthesoeiuym i







-~

————

history and that's what

main part of the year | do re-
people, but nry husband
and | take off during the summer and trav-
L new clues 1o our own (amulses.
Mns. Paxten became interested in the

HAVE ALWAYS becn wntemsely
eaed in hitory and that's what vou
i ‘re umohved i thes
such 3 thrill wixn
that (

SRR RO R SO0 L e AN

‘l hare always been intensely interested in

you work with wxhen

you're inrvolred in this tvpe of research.’

history exciting

M, Paxton says much material can
be found on Murolilm in various instity-
tions, War records are avdilable (o a tume
before the Revolutionary War. Such rec
ordy also give a physical description of the
penson

“WE ALSO STUDY ma» mgralioas
ol people and from these are abie to tell
much aboul the persans who took part in
them. Most piopeers migrated in groups
We also leam about the cwuniry from
which they emugrated, the particular lo-
cale and period,

“The ledera) ceasus reports, which go
back to the 18505, are a valuuble source.
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SATURDAY RJ:?G ISTRATION:
¥iY 19, 1973 WORKSEOP: 103 00 to 3:00

TICKETS: 3$2.00 each -- Covers entire workshop period

¥R, LOWELL VOL =

KnS. BAR 3Y ' g 1t ='gp;han Genealogical
; i ructs an
c genealogy at
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: Philip Dalby
Fresident, Sout

(Barbara)
h Suburban Genealogical

Geneological Group ~menal

be

To Meet Here May 19 Lo

The recently organized
wk Genealogical
Society, whose members
are drawn from Rock Is-
land and surrounding coun-
ties, as well as Scott Coun-
ty. is sponsoring a Genea-
logical Work-shop on Sat-
urday, May 19th, starting
at 930 am to approx-
mately 3 pm — to be
held in the Auditorium of
Building 90 at Rock Island

speakers will
well Volkel, the Senior
Archivist of the Dlinois
State Archives at Spring-
field, and Mrs. Barbara
Dalby, a teacher from the
Chicago area.

Tickets are $2.00 per
person. The Society will
serve coffee and cookies
but you are urged to bring
a sack lunch as the cafe-
teria will not be open. The
public is invited.

Phone one of the follow-

Society ang teacher - ing for tickets to be held

for you at the registration
desk or, tickets may be
bought the day of the Work-
shop in Bldg. 90° Mrs, Paul
Hinrichs, 755-2580 or Kitty
Pierce, 787-1069

To Hold Workshop

The recently organized Black G""""’ﬂg_\
Hawk Society. drawing its The Blackbawk Society will
membership from Rock Island sponsat 2 penealodcal work-
and counties as shop from930am o3 pm
well as Scott County, is spon- Saturday in Building 90 at Rock

soring a genalagical

on May I9th from 9:30 am.
to 3 p.m., in Building 90 Ruck
Island Arsenal

| Speskers will be Lowel
Volkel semior archivist of the
state archives in Springficld,
and Mrs. Barbaa Daby, a
teacher from the Corxgy area
who will talk oo smoces and
techniques  for  genealogical
researcd

1stand Arsenal

Speakess will be Lowell Voi-
kel senror archivist of the State
Archives in Spangfield. 1,
and Mrs Barbara Daby, a
teacher from Chicago who will
Lk on resoarces and tech-
aques  of gereslogeal re-
search

The pubhic ts invited Tickets
are £ and are anﬂﬂg by call
g Mrs. Paul Hmnohs, %5
580 ] Paxton, 33

Coffee snd cockies will be
@ved b the sodety. but it %
rawesried persnes bring a sack
unch. v
3 Twkec are S2 Der DCTIM
¢ _Phone Mrs Pau! Hinrichs. '&-J

I g

Quecditoniseom - B-bl?- 9e.
ﬁocﬁ J‘-“M‘J dluua.(,

| [ ' 1
— Lowell Volkel, Senior Archivist
T Illinois State Archives

St A [ e e g
Ore \1d il e 4

Z[a.# 19, 1973
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. ¥rs. Philip Dalby (Barbara)
~ President, South Suburban Genealogical
_Society and teacher -
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Genealogical Group
To Meet Here May 19

The recently organized
Blackhawk Genealogical
Society, whose members
are drawn from Rock Is-
land and surrounding coun-
ties, as well as Scott G(éoun-
ty, is sponsoring a Genea-
logical Work-shop on Sat-
urday, May 19th, starting
at 9:30 am. to approxi-
mately 3 pm. — to be
held in the Auditorium of
Building 90 at Rock Island

To Hold Workshop
| The recently organized Black

Hawk Society, drawing

Arsenal.

The speakers will be

Lowell Volkel, the Senior
ist of the Ilinois

State Archives at Spring-
field, and Mrs. Barbara
Dalby, a teacher from the
Chicago area.

Tickets are $2.00 per
person. The Society will
serve coffee and cookies
but you are urged to bring
a sack lunch as the cafe-
teria will not be open. The
public is invited.

Phone one of the follow-

- ing for tickets to be held

for you at the registration
desk or, tickets may be
bought the day of the Work-
shop in Bldg. 90: Mrs. Paul
Hinrichs, 755-2580 or Kitty
Pierce, 787-1069

Genealogy

its The Blackhawk Society will
r a genealogical work-

*

membership from Reck Istand
and surrounding counties as
well as Scott County, is spon-
\soring @ genalogical workshop
on May 19th. from 8:30 am.
1o 3 p.m.. in Building 9. ‘Rock
|1sl Arsenal
Sa:akers will be Lowell
Volkel, senior archivist n(_tlmer
state archives in Springfield.
‘and Mrs. Barbara Daby. !4
teacher from the Qiqo; area.
ill talk on sources and
who ‘ |

shop from 930 am. 1o 3 pm
Salﬁrday 1n Building 90 at Rock
hland A!}ﬂlﬂl " ‘ i
akers will be Lowell Vol-
kels.p:e‘nkm archivist of the State
Archuves in Springheid. Il
and Mrs Barbara Dalby. a
teacher from Chicago who will
talk on resources am_i _m]h_, 4
niques of
search L
The public is myited. 1=_k-J

genealogcal  re- O
A 35

and are available b s
e e Paul Hinrehs. T .Lw

+ :
aaa-d«vtﬁf“;*m - 3117' Fe.
Rock Jolacd Qrisat
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Genealogical Group |

Will Hear Speaker '\

Ronald A. Bremer, author of
genealogical publications and
former research specialist for
the genealogical society of Salt
Lake City, will be the speaker
at a meeting Tuesday night.
The talk will be given at 7| |
>.m. Tuesday in the conference
‘oom of Black Hawk College
and sponsored by the Black| WY
Hawk Genealogical Society. | e
His topic will be “American|
| Genealogical Sources”. |




PROJECT PROGRESSES — Members of the Blackhawk Genaogical Society are shown above at work in the Rock Is-
land Public Library on their current project. This project is writing an every-mame index for a reprint of a 474-page
history of Rock Island County published by H. F. Kett, entitled “Past and Present of Rock Island County 1877.” They
are, left to right, Mrs. Harcld L. Pierce, publicity chairman; Mrs. Joseph Normoyle, president of the society; Mrs. Paul
Hinrichs, chairman of proofreading for this project; Mrs. Francis Moseley, project chairman; and Mrs. Robert Millet.
(Argus Photo)

AP

cross-index over 10,000 names in an 1877 history of Rock Island
will spoasor the reprinting of the history to help erve it as a geneale cal resource,
Members have estimated they have put in more than 500 “°9'? v
, sorting, checking,—and alphabetizing the names of early Rocl

lies. (Argus Photo) L - )
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‘EVERY NAME INDEX’ —

Y New genealogical society plans

| reprint of early county history

By DEAN COLLINS

@ \\f (\rgus PRl ) Mrs. Pierce also will answer
X What's in a name. . .2 any questions about the societ
Interesting stories, good and membership in it.
friends, fun and fellowship.. Over 10,000 names will be
and a hobby that can fill as|crossindexed for the ever
many hours as one wishes t0 pame index members of the

devote at any age of his life genealogical society are com-|
— that's the kind of an answer piling for the reprint of the |

members of a “new™ area hisiory. Members have worked
group, The Blackhawk Geneal- for a year on this project. They

ogical Society, give. estimate they have put in more
The society, with a member-|than 500 hours of work.

ship of 71 persons living in five| Qne of the important reasons

states, will observe 1its first for reprinting this history is

birthday next month. However, | o preserve it as a genealogical

members won't have time 10| gsource. It will be an even more

light the one candle on their |important reference work with
cake because they are deeply!its new index.

involved in another major pro- <This btook is very rare in
Ject. its original form," Mrs. Mose-
This project, which is sort jey stated. “And in most cas-
of a pre-national bicentennial es the few original books in
nroject, Is writing an every- existence are in poor condi-
name index for a reprint of tion, with pages missing. We
a 474-page histary of m-ls-!wam to preserve this book and
land County published by H. F. muke it available to more res-
Kett, entitled “Past and Present |idents at a very low price.”
of Rock Island County 1877.”| Society members point out

Y |

“This book has become rare,” |
according to Mrs. Joseph Nor-
moyle, Rock Island, president

that a goal for their organiza-
tion is to preserve and perpet-
uate the records of ancestors.

and founder o f the genealogical | This history of W Island

|Piette, Route 1. Milan, publi-,others, copying information for|descended from the same chief
city chairinan for the soclety.|people you know."

of the Mohawks in New York
The Blackhawk Genealogical|as I did.”

Y|Society is affiliated with the} The woman then explalned

! Iinots State Genealogical Soci-ithat the Mohawk chief was
| ety

) |her ninth great-grandfather,
Where does one start to look| Another project undertaken
when he wants to find out'by members of the Blackhawk
what's in his name? |Geneaiogical Soviety was to

A person can visit oid rela-|assist the Rock Island Arsenal
tives and listen to them talk|in locating relatives of Gen.
about their parents, grandp;.r.-l’l‘homas J. Rodman, a past
ents, and any other mlativeslcommander of the arsenal,
they remember. They should|when the government installa-
be encouraged to talk about|tion dedicated a laboratory
anything they can remember!in his memory. Gen. Rodman
from their past. {tived 1816-71.

“Accurate records should be; Mrs. Piervce explained, *“Ar-
xept about what the senior|senal personnel offered us a
members of our families dojcopy of the Confederate Ceme-
remember,” Mrs. Pierce ex-itery roster. In appreciation,
plained. 'our society volunteered to assist

Another source for informa-'them with their Rodman his-
tion are old pictures and books. {tory through courthouse re-

“A helpful hint to every-icords This assistance gave
one,” Mrs. Pierce suggested.|the Arsenal personnel the ori-
“Always write the names of ginal clue about how to contin-
persons on the backs of photos.|ue their investigauon.".

It's surprising how quickly| Thanks to this project, the
families forget who the persons Rodman family now has a more
pictured are.” complete family tree, Mrs,

Other sources of information|Pierce explained.
for genealogists are family| The local society also puts

soclety. County is certainly a
A December delivery date|of early familie
for the reprint of this rare Rock
Island County history, comple p
with its n_!w; f} ame
dex, has been |

record

od

Bib) old letters, personaljout a quarterly publication
SipEe. \ ensus'“Smoke  Signals.” The group
ikelincludes research conducted by

s embers and info n
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BLACKHAWK GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

Chartered under the Illinois State Genealogical Society

ANNOUNCES THE REPRINTING OF

“PAST AND PRESENT OF ROCK ISLAND COUNTY 1877
Originally Published by H. F. Kett and Co., of Chicago, Illinois

o v \
“"" The Blackhawk Genealogical Society proudly announces it's
sponsorship of a reproduction of this very rare book.

This history contains --
* Organization of Rock Island County
Biographical directory of residents and businesses
Civil War soldiers and units
Pictures and maps
Early history of the area and Black Hawk War
Much additional information of interest to history buffs,
genealogical researchers, schools, libraries, and des-
cendants of those who took part in the making of this history.

#* 3 3 3 3t

ThlS history 1s a reproduction of the original 474 pages, plus a new
""every name'' index containing over 10, 000 names.

Many pioneers stopped in this area on their migration westward.

The History is being reproduced for us by Unigraphic, Inc., of
Evansville, Indiana. Umgraphlc, Inc. is known for its quality
craftsmanship. Bmdings will be of handsome, long-lasting buckram.

Reserve your copy at a EC pre pubhcat;ion price of $11. 00
: 78 - 1a.te the price will be $13. 00.

adeey E_e_ligpny is scheduled for
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» Jim Arpy,

- Telling Very Old Secrets

How would you like everyone in the county to know not
only your political and religious affiliations, but how much
you were worth?

Incredibly, the almost 12,000 persons listed in the Rock

- Island County History of 1877 supplied that information for a
+book that was purely a private, money-making enterprise.

The recently formed Blackhawk Genealogical Society
has undertaken as its first major project the reproduction of
that county history. The project will tie in with the Society's
Bi-Centennial activities.

*The more prominent citizens probably paid for their
biographical insertions, and we find that these are of
greater length,” Mrs. Harold Pierce, Milan, the Society's
publicity chairman, says.

Reproductions of the 740-page book, with a 12,0600-name
index the original lacked, can be purchased for $ll (plus 55
cents tax for Illinois residents) until Nov. 1. After that date,
the books may be purchased for 13 (plus 65 cents in
Illinois). Checks or money orders may be sent to Mrs. H.L.
Pierce, R.R. No. |, Box 386, Milan, Il1. 61261.

“THE INFORMATION in this book is invaluable for
anyone doing genealogical research on their families, or
Just seeking to learn more about early settlers. We find
many persons with the same names still living 4n the
county,” Mrs. Pierce said.

The River Bend Library in Coal Valley had an original
copy of the 1877 publication on its shelves and agreed to let
publishers use it for reproduction. Each page was carefully
removed for filming, and then replaced and rebound, leav-
ing the book in as good condition as before. The llbrary
originally paid 60 for the book.

**The books will be published and de'ln‘ered-m ﬂme to be X

used as Christmas gifts,” Mrs. Pierce sai

- The name, post omce dddre tou
_ political and | re ms ﬁ 9

family is listed. & b
noted that his occu 'ias J«ruf,

o —— A

*THE McWHINNEY FARM is near where the towns of

Warner and Sunnyhill were once located,”” Mrs. Pierce

| says. “No vestige of these old towns remains today, except
! for what is known as ‘Warner*s Castle’ in Warner. Sunnyhill
is gone, with no trace lefl of the Crampton Station railroad

depot. the general store, the old school house, and the post
office.

. *‘Nearby, the town of Warner was once a thriving httle

town catering to the many coal miners in the area. Just
recently the old building which was once used as a
headquarters where miners reported to pick up their pay
(usually in silver dollars) was demolished by a cyclone. The
ancient foundation stones are still visible. This town, too,
once had a few little bus‘meg.s houses and residences, but all
one can see now are some mobile homes and Warner's

Castle, an ornate stone residence with silvery towers
surrounded by woodland.

Generations of the McWhinney family have grown up on
the old farm, Mrs. Pierce notes: “The little cottage (the
vriginal dwelling) built sometime around 1864. still stands,
now useds for storage, but the roof is still intact, un-
damaged by a tornado that wrought havoc with the big
farmhouse in which the Scott McWhinneys live. The floors
of the cottage still bear up under the weight of many pounds
of stored items.

“One can step into the crowded parlor of the ancient
\ home and still detect that it once must have had a great deal
of charm, with a fireplace and plenty of windows.

**Mr. McWhinney has found a great many Indian
- arrowheads, but at only one spot on his property, a high
rldg} He recalls that he once kept breaking the blades of
s plow, always in the same area. When he investigated,
4,‘ g g!o\m with shovels, he discovered a protecting layer
at eton. He took the
nfirmed they were
,n was the skeleton of
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g hd unnouncod hef records dated 1916 |

planned 1o veto the bill. whiehfourlior be epened 1o napect

callod for o reduction In by THinols  geneslogionl socied ture.

rale from 4 per cent 1o 2 p o rfties Muny of the

et < Add w pondty olause 1o the ures Will  reach 604
A mewsire whieh would hive (lnols governmental o th Le s deadiine before the end
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“ Editor, The Argus: On page
6 of t » Oct. 4 edition of The
1 4 my reporting
_plans of the Rock Island Histor-
lcal Association for the bicen-
tennial. It stated that the Black-
‘hawk Genealogical Society will
{join with the RIHA and the
{ Rock Island Jaycees in asking
{the Rock Island City Council
# and the County Board to provide
matching funds from their 1974-

 budgets for a federal grant
to comniemorate the 1976 bicen-
~ {ennial.

‘The article went on to state
- that Morris Colehour, acting
chairman of the Historical As-

s
{ J= oA
£ LY l.
[ |
y g N

:. 4 ’lXiQ.@ by Woh!

B
EI:’: 3

2

ulpit

sociation, has conferred with
the genealogical group (among

* others) for assistance in having

a one-story building erected
in the center of the proposed
downtown shopping area east
of 20th St.

It is imparative the record
be set straight.

The Blackhawk Genealogical
Society has never been contact-
ed through any officer for sup-
port of the proposed building.
No officer of our society would
commit the group to such co-
operation without full concur-
rence of it membership at an
open meeting. The first that
any officer knew about the mat-
ter was on reading The Argus
article. It is questionable
whether our society would take
any active, official role in seek-
ing funds for such a building,
isasmuch as our membership is
drawn from a 100-mile radius.
It is unlikely members would
wish to pinpoint their efforts
to a specific city.

It is not to be construed that
the society is opposed to bicen-
tennial activities. As an organi-
zation we are having repro-
duced the 1877 Rock Island
County history, a rare and val-
uable book for history buffs,
genealogists and all who have
roots in the county. This is writ-
ten in my capacity as public
:v_elatuf)ns chairman on instruc-
10n from the society's i-
dent, Mrs. Joseph No)rmo;)ll:s"
MRS. HAROLD L. PIERCE
Route 1, Box 38
Milan
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Long-lost ‘Lincoln’ marker

My BLARLIE NETLY
Diipateh Writer

A long Jowl mearhor  oling Ve
early history o ADransn
Linealn during Uw Miack Hawb
War has been foiine ol rewhore]
s prlurne o Be dis  lovirer
B Lt

The dirk  Mue A himim
Bl irestjieed a0 Anddnlisig
fasd  shoruly beywid Ui

uiterseetion of US OF and

IMiieis 93 1t 6 the Dorth marehed the men Twre  and
wide of the read, fesing the camped in the aren of the mark:
Cleimnag theatorms o
1t wiia In (hia area Mt Lin A portian of the lund adjolning
wilh  teEntelly wie msde a8 e  Inersoction was 6 have
capmam wliile seeving with the heen given 1o the DAR chipler
Uitinen s Milinia becuuse of membars’ extanaive
Doomane o the Indian upsing historioal research.
In I, volunteers  weee ﬁ\‘hu\nll'ﬂv members of
akdl 16 perve In the Wlale the chipler obtained % walnit
militie.  Lincoln  ergaiised o Ireox  from  Geltysburg, P,
company In pringlietd, which were  plasted 10 he
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DARLENE PAXTON IEAN HOUSTON JOANBITINGR " VIRGINIA WINRICIHS

EASTERN IOWA GENEALOGICAL CONFERENCE
Hlmots Room, lowa Memorial Union
lowa City, lowa  §2240

\uumlu\. S(']'h'm,‘t'l Iy 1O74  Q:O0 c.am, L6 33 p_ m

I\

PR AN CENERAL INFORMATION
. foe Hous UYiapday iy fon exhibits of vouwr
ks« acnvanien, publicutions, et
1 leun 1 N provided iF you request it
|
| AL | (}Y I 111 ]n i !’n LAY ]
"l Mot I | I N feterin rFom
1 . . . | Varlene f [ |
R ITEYA. : nark R
Ly i tadh e |
| |
Visit the Exhibir Registranion tec: $2AN
I o Cinclude lungh
I owill we ' | il Lonierer |\
( T | [ ' ) | A | |
(11 \ wde Tunch) i y ‘
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DARLENE PAXTON, Betiondor!, lowa

Certtfied genealogist and teacher 12 years)
Summers are spent rescarching an the b s

e states, Research sreas e lowa,
Penn,, New Jeney, Maryland, Indiana, Ohio,

Wisconsin, [hinos, Nebraska, Michigan and
Massachusetts,

Member ol
National Genealogicul Socicty
lowa Genealogical Soc, (charter member)
Muay Mower Society (Dep, Gov. of lown)
Daughters of Amencan Revolution (registrar)
Hlinowis Genealogical Society
Bluck Hawk Genealogical Sou. (Charter)
Scott County Genealogical Soc. (charter)

lﬁﬂ-g:i. ois Warkshop (charter)
Scott County Amencan Revolution Bicen-
tennial Commission.

Participants in the

Conlerence

JOAN BETINL R Bottendort, towa

A e neatogwat tescarcher who hps sttended

clavees in Beginaing and Advanced Genealogy
(40 hours)  Was Chuarman of the Scott County

Comus Indexing

Member al
lown Genealogical Society
Fennessec Gencalopical Sodiety
Southwestern Genealogical Sociely
lowallmos Workshop (charter member)

Has researched in.
North Carohing, Kentucky, Tennessee, Arkan.
s, Nebraska, Californin and Colorgdo.

VIRGINIA HINRICHS, East Moline, 1l

Genenlogy started for Mex, Hinrichs five years

ago with an obituary of her great-grundmother.

She enrolled in a gencalogy course, and has

since researched in Pennsylvama, lowa, Indiana

and Wlmaows, In 1973 she spent a week at the

LDS Library in Salt Lake City, and this year she
w done nmtdl at the ‘«M Archives in
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was elected first vice

Cenealogwts
elect of ficers

Mrs Paul Hinrichs. Ea‘!t. e
Moline. was elected preside®
of the Black Hawk
Genealogical Society when the
group met last week in the
Rock Island YWCA. 4

!!Q!T’Lym. East Moline.

president: Mrs. James
Neuman. Milan. secosd vice
president. Mrs. Wilham Coop-
man Moline, secretary. Mrs.
Lawrence Corpelius, Maline,
treasurer. Mrs Harold Pierce.
Milan. corresponding
secretary. Mrs. Richard
Heary. East Moline. histonan.
and Mrs Albert Loete. Moline.
registrar.

serald Wood. Rock Island. s
outgoing president.

Mrs Jean Houston of Daven-
port spoke om charting and
filing

The group’s next meeting will
be Jan 28 in the Hauberg Civic
Center. Rock Island. New
members and requests for
genealogical tracing are
welonme
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Descenda:
pioneer f an

Descendants of ploneel;‘-'_

families in Rock Island County &

dating back more than 100

vears are being sought by the
county Bicentennial Commis-
sion as one of its projects to
celebrate the 200th anniversary
of the nation.

Mrs. Harold Pierce of Milan
is chairing a search committe
and certifying the authenticity
of those family descendants of

early settlers who arrived in
the area before 1876.

““We have made the format as
simple as possible because we
realize that most inquiring will
be from amatuers and not skill-
ed genealogists,”" she said.

Sources of information to
determine pioneer families are
birth certificates, family
bibles. tombstone inscriptions,
church records, marriage
records, estate files. court
records, land records, census
data, city or county directories

ple as theyrea ze t
ancestors played in shag
county and the hardst

endured to survme_, 3
Pierce said.

—




Mon G;\'el and Bluck award. an
‘Neighbor plaque award, as well
worthy of the Good Neighbor
lprq acknnvvl.rdged asan aﬂn
rs. Jeanes bas zn'zd as Presid
nois Fraternal Cangress (in 19
a Past President of the anr
Public Relations, and former ' uth
selers’ Sections of the National Fraternal Con-
gress of America She also has served the
'MFCA as a membes of its Public Relations
commitles
Prior to her appointment as RNA or by
the Soaety's Board of Sup ors,
Mrs Jeanes was employed by the Rock Island
Argu as a2 member of its editori mﬂ'l‘nr ap-
a3 a news
the pews-
papers sochay editor md q?r and
woman's page editor,
Throughout the years, Mnl. l
mainiained an adlive interes! in
nisl. as well as civic, activities A
former vice oracle of Camp 10386,
which she joined on Aug. 2 19
affiliated with the Tn-City G
e Life Insurance Advertisers Ass
rne( & Je?n lowa:llimots Public Relations

- de h ~ whichshe is a Past President,
et S. Jeanes. Editor, Frater s
Publicity Director,
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A seoundrel lurks in the family tree!

By MARGIE THIRTYACRE
Dispatch Writer
Evervone has nt'” savs Mrs Wendell Pax-
ton
No one can smugly sit back and say, ‘Ub
tsa t that hormble, 1 m giad it didn't happen i
my family. because it did. there's no qoestion

abog n!

The “it " of Mrs Paxton s statement 5 the
proverbial “black sheep” which, she believes
each family has stashed away either tn great-
grandma s memory or In scrawls tucked dis
crectly between yellowed pages of the old family
Bible

Mrs Paxton should know

One of some % certified genealogists tn the

§ United States. this Bettendori wormnan makes v

ing n the past her business And during the *"six
or seven years she and her husband have lived
in this area, sbe bas belped make the past the
business of students who attend her genealogy
classes
“It's so wonderful because @t changes so. " she

said of these classes which she teaches at the
Putnam Museum in Davenport

YAl firt. it was mostly gres-hamed women
who enrolled for the class. but every yvear | have
had vounger people * sbe continued.

"Why” | don't know, maybe because we are
such 2 transient people.’

Mrs Paxton who for 30 vears has been o+

| terested in the study of family histones. first

started teaching a course in genealogy while liv-
ing in Cedar Rapds

Al the Putman Museum. Darlene Paxton's
2-hour course s divided into eight sessions, each
two-and-one-half hours each Students u%

.anttﬁmdogylmeua&un
Genealogy I.

WOMEN'SVIEWS

dert mav search census records, s records.
records of birth. death. marnage And § these
fail w give a trace of the family name sougit,
there re always records of deeds. and old dracd
records

That 1s. f the recurds haven t beeo chewed
between the tecth of moderu technology, Mre
Paxton descnbed nearly seven tons of old tas
records of Scat County. dating from 180 To
make way for new camputers. the records & the
Scatt County courthbouse had beer doomned 10 the
shredder

‘People could care less. they don't know ane
thing from anotber or its value, she stated

But the Punam Museum. the state library
tn lowa City and Mrs Paxioa did know the vaive 3
of these records. and managed 0 save them .

“As we were taking the records.” she said
“one man said. “Are vou taking al this® |
wanted ope o display. thev go all the way back
to 1883

~1883° They went back to 1652 sad theiwr

Mrs Paxton explained that genealogy has
been a "~ self educalive  thing for her. When she
first began her hobby. there were no leackers.
she earned her certification through
, Wastungton D.C.. was director of the Workshop -
for Jowa Stute Gensulogical Society in 1973, and
has been at:-u-to—zurb—rcmm
lllinois Umiversity, Macomb. Next spring. 8
will mmacmauumm
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Tisaday March 25th at 7:00 F.M. we brought

ociety meetd anel
khawk Genealogical Soc A
g?q::;s?}:; - panel membera were Darlens Ptnhnl. tht ”

Blevins, and Virginia Hindricks.

s A ey

;.ﬂ ﬁ%éimﬂi#ﬁ~ 2

\”b,t%fagiﬂll Soclety

ftf'ut Haulberg Civie

Gﬁﬂﬁer in Rock Tsland to

hehr A& librian from the
River Bend Iibrary System
tell us how they could

help us, what they had
Avyniladie and how the

!ntarlibrnry loan system

wOrks,
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1; 't Doputy Clerk Rock Taland
51&# was our gusst speaker, in-
what war svailable and how to go

ng the information from them when the
nealogical Society held 1ts Mey 27th
aulberg Civic Center, Rock Island.

On June 22 "he Hlackhawlk Uenemlogy Soclety took =

tour of Chippiannock Cemetary in Rock Jsland.
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The November dinner meating of the Blackhawk
Genealogical Soclety was held at Bisheps

{n Duek Creek Flaza, 1t was duteh treat

meal with meeting following. The new officers

rtor 1976 were installed., They are as follows:
Fresident J. Kenneth Eaker

1at Vice ¥rasident Tvan Hice

ond Viece Fresident Mps, Jamesa Sampson
nacarding Secretary Mra. Barbara Scott
Corres. 3ecretary Mrs., Jamea lannoo

Pye s surer Mrs. Willian Coopman
Regintrar Mrs. Ronald Schroeder
1A ’t‘(\pj an Mrs. ’low.ll H.usdl'
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Wed., Feb. 18, 1976

They seafch-for pioneers

By BEVERLEY LINDBURG
Dispatch Correspondent

History /is being unearthed
rapidly as the search for Rock
Island County pioneer families
continues.

Descendants of pioneers are
providing information previous-
ly held in family records, ac-
cording to Mrs. Harold Pierce,
chairman of the Rock Island
County Pioneer Ancestor
Program. Certificates will be
presented to descendants at
July 3 ceremonies — gold cer-
tificates for families migrating
to the county before 1851; silver
for 1851-1860 immigrants and
bronze for 1861-1876.

Mrs. Pierce said many people
have become totally involved in
tracing their ancestors once
they've been shown how step by

step. Some have been so
enthused, she d, they i pq
in their appl ation fam

hlstory before Rock 1

received from at least 12 states,
the farthest being California,
Utah and Mexico. Several of the
out-of-staters have said they’ll
be on hand for the July 3
ceremonies.

TWO APPLICANTS claim-
ing a common ancestor did not
know of the other's existence
before filing applications. One
lives here, the other in New
York, Mrs. Pierce said.

Multiple applications in one
package from a single descen-
dant make it hard for
Pierce to estimate how many
people have applied for the cer-
tificates,

highlight

y na ticular
monw:, sh

I'S‘. "

Mrs. Pierce was reluctant to

home and

to discourage people who do not
have prominent ancestors from
applying. ‘‘We had little
biographical information on
hardworking pioneers and their
wives They are just as impor-
tant as those who did make a
mark,” Mrs. Cornelius added.

One of the more colorful
plongers was William T.

Brasher, who arrived in Rock
County in 1829 and
ed a ferry across the

ssippi’ River. When
r decided to marry Jane
of Lowden Case,

g almed to

perform
Brashar travele t 00 miles to
Galena, self sworn in as

, returned
a friend,

aJu_stlte

Joel Wells, who then married
Brashar and Miss Case.

CATALOGUING of the
ploneer information is being
done in the basement of the
Rock Island County Historical
Society Building, the former
Peek Mansion at 822 11th Ave ,
Moline. All the information
gathered in the search will be
stored in the society's extensive
county history and index cards
will be placedc in public
libraries.

The building is open to the
public on Saturdays and Sun-
days during the summer
months.

Rock Island County Bicenten-
nial Commission is sponsoring
the search for pioneers
families.
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‘Historical detectives’

eye area genealogy

lz PHYL ANDERSON
( cornespoadent)

REYNOLDS — Remember
all those times your grand
father held you on his knee
and told of the “days wher: he
was young > Now that he is
gone, how you wish you'd
paid more attention and
eTitten down some of those
Interesting adventures

With our country only 200
pears old and willages like

eynolds in Rock Island
County getting ready to
celebrate its centennial, how
the people came here
provides many interesting

stories

hobbies at present is being a
historical detective — sifting
through diaries, county
histories, probated wlls, and
census figures. Four years
ago, 36 persons Rgathered

because of this interest and
today the Blackhawk
Genealogical Society has
grown 300 per cent in
membership Its purpuse 1s to
reserve, collect and publish
fstorical material,
ancestoral records, and asstst
in general research
e first six months found
the society indexing and
reprinting "' Past and ent
Rock Island County, IIL,
History, 1897" by H. F. Kett
At $18, a few copies are
available through the
ublications sales chairman,
Mrs Francis Moseley, Milan
As its Bicentennial project
the reprinting of the “Atlas of
Rock Island County, 1905
will be done after 1t 1s index-
ed, The original book was
oted to the society by
e;llis Elaine Wright of
Milan. It will be kept in the
society's archives, These have

wn from a few items to
50 and are housed at Moline
Public Library

The old atlas has maps of
the cities, plats of the
lownshlgs an{ villages iden
tfying landowners and has
photographs of early settlers

The keepsake memento
reprinting is expected to be
ready in October

The third annual
encalogical conference will

all day tomorrow at the
Rock Island Masonic Temple
James Walker of the National
Archives will cover the
resources available to the
writer interested 1n
researching local history.
family history and
genealogical study within
ethnic groups The $§5
registration fee includes a
luncheon but registrations
must be to Miss Joyce

an elected director of the

Genealogical Sc

Carlson, 1314 29th St
Moline Late registrations
may be made tomorrow but
will not tnciude the luncheon

A chartered organization by
the state, Blackhaw
Genealogical Sociely s ebg
ble to receive income (tax
deductable gifts 1t also ap
preciates the loun of disries |
ind other historical materlal
for research

Membership 1x open to
inyone inlerested in oreser

ving historical material In its
publication, which comes out
quarterly, valuable informa
tion researched by members
is printed. Subscribers to this
%uarlly include the New York
ublic Library, Wisconsin
Historical Society Library
and the lIndiana State
Historical Society Library. An
exchange basis Is made with
over 20 genealogical societies
coast to coast. One may
advertise queries for
progenitors for whom you are
searching
Some of the research has
been bowind as special
booklets. An example Is the
36 pages of genealogical
abstracts Miss Janet Pease,
Denver, indexed from 1851-
1855 from the Rock Island
Republican newspaper. This
18 available and sells for $3
Mrs  Walter T Fuhr,
Edgington, long-tdentified as
a researcher for the
Daughters of the American
Revolution, was the soctety s
cemetery chairman when the
burials in old cemeteries
were started 10 be recorded
The Blackhawk society has
five cemetery volumns done
and when all the townships
are completed under the new
chairman, Dr. Newell Dailey
of Port Byron, it 18 proposed
thev be published

A charter and life member
s Mrs. Verna Mumma of
Port Byron. Mn. Wendell
Paxton, Bettendorf, 1s a
registered genrur 15t and
teaches "how to trace your
family tree” Mny. Robert E.
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SLEUTHING FOR ANCESTORS IS A
POPULAR BICENTENNIAL SPORT

During the past decade genealogy, the
study of a person's ancestral history
has grown to be the nation’s third larg-
est hobby behind stamp and coin
collecting. In 1966 there were about 200
genealogical organizations concerned
with tracing family blood/ines. Today
there are more than 800. One of the na-
tion's leading experts in genealogy is
James D. Walker of the Nationai Ar-
chives in Washington. Walker began his
careeringenealogy 22 years ago re-
searching military records at the
Archives, In this Bicentennial summer,
he is bracing for a flood of ancestry-
minded visitors to his offics. Walker, 47,
married and the father of four, talked
about exploring one’s family tree with
Barney Collier for PEOPLE.

Why do people get the urge to trace
their genealogy?

Itis the biggest puzzle you can en-
counterin life. Where exactly, and with
proof, did you come from? Each piece
of the puzzle must fit. It's a fascinating
kind of detective work.

Are there times when the genealogical
urge is stronger than at other times?
Yes. According to one study, there
1s an upsurge in the desire to look back
some 20 to 30 years after a major ca-
tastrophe in one’s lifetime, such as a
war. There has been a confluence
of events which makes 1976 especially
heavy in genealogicalinterest. Itis 31
years since World War |, and there is a
once-in-a-lifetime historical event,
the Bicentennial.

Why do people start looking back at
such times?

They have satisfied all other post-
war desires for travel and recreation,
They anticipate death. Finally, they
want to leave a historical legacy to their
children.

James D. Walker, a descendant of Cher-
okees and Georgia slaves, is the genea-
logical expert for the National Archives.

Photographs by Maggi Castelloe
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Mral Robert Millett seateqi
as Woman’s Club pres:dent

By CHRISTIE WALLACE With the Juﬂﬁr Wom:
s Women's Writer) Club of Rock Island,

tone Paul Rugeight of Woman’s Club was
| Crest ignored the rainy Edy’s Angles __.-
3 wea her on Saturday and Greenway for cooperat!
projects throughout the year.

% S audience with a

A second place award was
presented to the two clubs by
the IFWC for work in public
education and student aid.
Contributions of $100 to the
Green Circle am and
$70 to a s scholarship |
fund were approved by the
Upcomln events are a
meeting of the garden depart-
ment Wednesday at Hauberg
Civic Center, ck  Island,
and a potluck luncheon from
l‘si)ty?.pRm M l25 at the Ac-
th ecreation Prpgram :
Center, Moline. For more in-
formation, Mrs. Robert Ruud
may be contacted at 755-5530
or Mrs. Francies Behr at 788-

A monal service for
W
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Architect George P, Staudubar buill the house at 1508 215t Atty. Kelly. The home
St in 1898 on ground purchased from Frank and Anna Kelly  last year, when It way
the previous year mummmmma«oﬁ?m Lewfs of Davenport
U8 govermment to Balley Davenport, whase family sold it to

Juddge E Wikson Drory baalt this home at
332 8% Ave. In 1553 and sold it o Gen.
Thomas J Rodman, Rock Island Arsenal
commandant, who lived in the house fromy
1868 to 1871 Col. Elhanan Searle purchased
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Old Col. Davenport house on Arsenal being restored
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A reprint of the 1905 Historical Atlas of Rock Island Cowmnty,
I1linois is being sponsored by the Blackkawk Gemealogical Soc-

iety, as a bicentennial project. A pre-publication sale will be
held uncil Oct. 31, 1976.

This reprimt by The Bookmark, Knightstoem, Ind., anatiocal atlas
and book reprint specialists, will contain 156 pages, including
16 township =maps showing lapdamers, 7 pages of Rock Island Couaty
history, 32 city, town aad village maps and 84 pages of illustra-
tions and prints. The atlas also coatains laited States and World

Maps. The atlas will also contain 3 few pame index, compiled
by the spansors.

Leadicg Rock Island and Moline business houses are listed in a
directory as well as a Rock Island County Farmers Directory.

This atlas will be 15 x 17 in black imk oo high qoality india book

paper with an attractive embossed cardstotk cover, but library bisdimg

is also available.

The pre-publicatioe price is $16.00 watil Oct. 31, 1976.
for matling. After Occ. 31, 1976, the price is $18.00 plus $1.50 for
mafliog. Illinois residents please add 51 sales tax. Add $9.00
extra for library-3indicg and allow at least six vezks for de-

livery. Orders may be sent to Mrs. Frascis Moseler, Blackhawk Gen—
ealogical Society, 230 W. 10th Ave., Milam, Illisois 6126%.

Add $1.30

The Blackhawk Genealogical Soclety is a thartered, mot for profit
society.

4 & & gL

BOTEZ TO EDITORS: When printed, cce free copy for editerial reviev will

be available LPON REQUEST fros The pookmary, P. O. Box 74, Knightstown,
Ied. 45148.

Local Newspapers: Would it be possible to have the revies 0'"‘“:
display in your lodbv. Any promotions] help would be apprec .
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